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Hunt sells pizza and pot building for $5M
No word from buyer
on future intentions
Rick Carroll
The Aspen Times

Developer Mark Hunt, who’s usually
on the buying side of commercial property deals in Aspen, flipped a building last
week for $5 million, good enough for a
$250,000 profit.
Hunt sold the two-story, 3,920-squarefoot property at 409 E. Hyman Ave., which
is home to New York Pizza and the Green
Dragon marijuana dispensary, for $5 million, according to Pitkin County property
records. He acquired the building in July
2014 for $4.75 million.
The buyer, Norton LLC, is controlled by
Lisa Leder of Florida. Leder is the ex-wife
of private equity executive Marc Leder,
who co-founded Sun Capital Partners and
is a minority owner of the Philadelphia

76ers and New Jersey Devils. The two divorced in 2009, with Lisa Leder reportedly
pocketing hundreds of millions of dollars.
Leder didn’t return messages Tuesday
requesting her intentions for the downtown building. Hunt, who is campaigning for the passage of his proposed Base2
Lodge on Main Street in the November
election, also didn’t respond to messages.
The change of ownership, which was
recorded Thursday by the Pitkin County Clerk and Recorder’s Office, also came
a day after the Green Dragon changed
ownership.
Denver-based Greenwerkz closed on
its reported $8 million acquisition of
the Green Dragon Cannabis Co., which
comprised the Aspen shop and two
Green Dragon stores in Glenwood. The
deal also included a 16,000-square-foot
cannabis-cultivation facility in Glenwood
Springs. Greenwerkz has no connections to
Lisa Leder, said company President Ryan
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Developer Mark Hunt sold his building at 409 E. Hyman Ave., home to New York Pizza
and the Green Dragon pot shop, for $5 million last week.

College fair moves to giant outdoor tent
Bob Ward

The Western Slope College Fair will have
a new venue for 2015, owing to the equivalent of a summer flash flood in the Aspen
High School gymnasium.
The gym typically serves as the main hall
for the annual college fair, which attracts
some 250 college admissions officers and
nearly 3,000 students and parents from
western Colorado. But in late July, a student

at the Aspen Basketball Academy accidentally hit a sprinkler with a basketball, triggering a deluge that destroyed the gym floor
and subfloor.
The gym is now closed for repairs, and
without it the college fair, set for Oct. 4,
cannot fit indoors. So organizers decided
to relocate the event to the Aspen Middle
School parking lot beneath the shelter of a

Skico decides it could use a Miracle
Michael Miracle hired
as company’s director of
community engagement
Scott Condon
The Aspen Times

Aspen Skiing Co. has hired a respected
local resident to serve in a newly created position called director of community
engagement.
Michael Miracle, a 10-year Aspen resident and editor-in-chief of Aspen Sojourner magazine, will take the post Oct. 12.
Miracle will “seek to ensure that (Aspen Skiing Co.) is informed about and

understands community issues, listens to
diverse voices within the community and
can be a productive, engaged participant
on issues of public concern in the Roaring
Fork Valley,” Skico said in a statement.
Skico Vice President of Sustainability
Auden Schendler will supervise Miracle.
Schendler said Miracle will act as a sort of
“air-traffic controller” who helps track important meetings that Skico must monitor
or attend and situations where Skico must
make its positions known. For example, he
said, Skico didn’t weigh in on the debate
over the Highway 82 bridge in Glenwood
Springs even though the issue has a huge
effect on the upper Roaring Fork Valley.
Schendler said Miracle also will
make sure Skico executives understand

community sentiments. There is “room for
improvement” in Skico’s relations with the
community, he said.
“I don’t think we’ve
done a good job of saying,
‘Here’s what we think;
what do you think about
that?’” Schendler said.
“Part of his job is to bring
an outside viewpoint to us.”
Miracle said he was told
Michael Miracle that one of the reasons
he got the job is he told
“brutal truths” that he sees in Skico’s relations with the community during one of his
interviews. As an example, he said he noted
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giant, circus-like tent.
“This will be the greatest show on Earth,”
said college counselor Kathy Klug, using the
famed Ringling Bros. slogan. “We’ll have all
the colleges in one space.”
In past years, Klug said, the fair was
divided among several of the large spaces
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Viceroy
to host
wildfire
forum
Sessions open to public
Jill Beathard
Snowmass Sun

family farms will be served to 400 pork-loving epicureans.” The crowd was amazing,
the food was off the hook, and I totally
pegged Thomas Boemer of Minneapolis as
the winner, because the dude just looks like
he knows pork. I think most people who
attended the event didn’t know exactly what
to expect, but every one of us left knowing
for certain that we’d be buying a ticket if it
ever came back. And most importantly, while
I saw a lot of Snowmassians I know, I rode
the bus to and from Snowmass with a whole
bunch of Aspenites and Aspen visitors who
wanted to experience something really special in Snowmass.
2. Snowmass Rodeo: I grew up going to
the Steamboat Springs Pro Rodeo more

Wildfire is always on the
minds of residents of the
West, particularly at times
like the present when much
of the country is engulfed in
flames.
A statewide wildfire conference has chosen Snowmass
Village as its host town this
year and will hold sessions at
the Viceroy Snowmass Sept.
24-26. While some of the discussions will be fairly technical, organizers wanted to
stress that the goal of the conference — the theme of which
is “Creating Fire Adapted
Communities” — is to spread
fire science information to
whole communities.
“The concept of a
fire-adapted community is
that everybody is sharing in
the responsibility of preparing for wildfire so that
it doesn’t just become a fire
suppression game where we
put it all in the hands of the
fire districts and the Forest Service/BLM,” said Eric
Lovgren, Eagle County wildfire mitigation specialist, who
will speak in two sessions at
the conference.
One of those, called “Community Wildfire Resilience:
The Realtor Perspective,”
will deal with fire-resistant
construction, the role of home
insurance in wildfire mitigation, and how home ignitions
occur, among other things.
Lovgren will be joined by
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An aerial view as balloons take off from Town Park in Snowmass Village on Sept. 19. The Snowmass Balloon Festival celebrated 40 years this
weekend, as well as capping off another summer events season in the village.

Summer strikes a chord

T

HE FIRST TIME I VISITED SNOWMASS
was in 2012 when I drug a gaggle
of my friends to see Kid Rock play
at Jazz Aspen Snowmass (yes, the
sole purpose of the visit was to see Robert
Ritchie take the stage.
If you know him and
could introduce me, I
think we’d be pretty fast
BFFs). We stayed at the
Woodbridge Condominiums, shopped, ate and
drank locally. We never
ventured into Aspen.
Because Snowmass was
Samantha
so cool. I remember
Johnston
thinking about what it
would be like to wake up
in a place like that every day.

I moved to Aspen 18 months ago to take
the role of general manager at The Aspen
Times. How lucky am I that we also publish
the Snowmass Sun? So, to get the joke out
of the way, yes, I travel past the roundabout.
Often. It’s my job, but now it has also become
my escape.
Most small ski resorts struggle to pack as
much awesome into the summer as they do
in the winter. It’s a challenge to get people to
venture to out-of-the-way mountain towns
without the allure of deep powder or a mountainside condo with a crackling fire. But you
wouldn’t know that if you visited Snowmass
this summer.

SAM’S SIX SNOWMAWESOME
EXPERIENCES — SUMMER 2015

1. Grand Cochon: They had me at “2,000
pounds of heritage pork raised by American

www.SnowmaSSSun.com

Also find it at www.snowmasssun.com.
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