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Collignon in line
to be city engineer
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Project to
cost $335M
BY STEVE VIED

MESSENGER-INQUIRER

The city of Owensboro has
scheduled the next step in its
quest to establish a state and
local tax increment financing
(TIF) district to assist in the
development of the Gateway
Commons commercial-residential-public use project off Kentucky 54, now set to potentially
cost $335.3 million.
A public hearing on the TIF
development plan conducted
by the City Commission is
scheduled for 3 p.m. May 5 at
City Hall to receive public com-

Women’s
guild
will host
luncheon

ment on the plan.
The city and its consultant,
Commonwealth Economics,
have produced
more than 50
pages of documents related to
the Gateway Commons development. The development was originally described
Ed Ray
as a $200 million
development on nearly 200 acres
between Kentucky 54 and Pleasant Valley Road, with a new road
running through the development and connecting those two
roads.
But Commonwealth Economics’ just-finished analysis of the
entire project shows total constr uction costs now expected

$1.75

BY STEVE VIED

engineer who has worked on
many major city projects as
Pending City Commission an outside coordinator.
Collignon, 31, is a 2002
approval May 5, Kevin L. Collignon will be Owensboro’s graduate of Daviess County
High School who
new city engineer.
graduated from WestCollignon, currenter n Kentucky Unily assistant city engiversity in December
neer, will replace Joe
2006. He worked in
Schepers, who departthe Owensboro office
ed the city engineer
of the Kentucky Transposition several
por tation Cabinet
weeks ago to become
before being hired as
executive director of
Kevin
assistant city engineer
the Regional Water
Collignon
of Owensboro in 2013.
Resource Agency.
Collignon said he was
City Manager Bill Parrish
said Monday he intends to drawn to the field of engirecommend to the City Com- neering out of his desire to
mission that Collignon be learn about heavy construchired as city engineer, based tion and engineering.
“I took basic construction
on a recommendation he
received from a city engineer classes in high school and
selection committee made enjoyed them, and my dad
up of Assistant City Man- worked in constr uction as
ager and City Attorney Ed well,” Collignon said. “To date
Ray, Public Works Director it has made for a rewarding
Wayne Shelton and Ted Lolley, a local structural and civil
SEE ENGINEER/PAGE A2
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

to potentially be $335.3 million.
That number is made up of $163
million in private costs excluding
retail more than
20,000 square
feet in size, $110
million for retail
stores more than
20,000 square feet
in size and $62.1
million to pay for
the constr uction
Ron Payne
of public infrastructure. That puts total private
and public construction costs eligible for a TIF district at $225
million, with 20,000-square-foot
or greater stores excluded.
Gateway Commons is
expected to include about
835,600 square feet of retail
SEE SCOPE/PAGE A2

Bringing down the house

Gary Emord-Netzley, Messenger-Inquirer gemord-netzley@messenger-inquirer.com 691-7318

Salsman Brothers Inc. employees, Jewell Galloway of Madisonville, left, and C.J. Brummett of Dawson Springs, cover a section of concrete wall on the second of two bridges on Kentucky 144 on Thursday afternoon. The bridge work is part of the first phase of the U.S. 60 Bypass Extension project under way east of Owensboro. The Bypass Extension is one of 58
public
and private
projects currently under way in the community with a total value of $759 million.
BY STEPHANIE
SALMONS
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

BUILDING BLOCKS

T h e Wo m e n ’ s G u i l d o f
Owensboro will host its upcoming annual spring luncheon May
13 and 14 at the home of Jeanne
and Greg Clark.
The luncheon is from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. both days at the 320
Maple Ave. residence, otherwise
known as the Medley Home.
T ickets are $20 a person
STEVE
and include aBYtour
of VIED
the home
“It looks like several years of
the two years prior (to 2010).
with more than 200 members
private projects are currently
work,” he said.
We started seeing the increase
working on the new Owensboro
under way in the community
“as well as MESSENGER-INQUIRER
a delightful SouthFor his fourth “State of the
toward the end of 2010. 2012
with a total value of $759 million, Medical Health System hospital
ern lunch,” guild
Vice President
wensboro
City” speech Thursday at the
is projected to be great. ... It’s
between Pleasant
all of which he
Joyce Edwards Mayor
said.
Ron
Greater Owensboro Chamber
really looking good for any
Valley Road and
said contribute
“It’s just a great event, and
The total
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Daniels Lane off U.S. electrical contractor, union or
Payne to
likes
to to a strong local
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it,” she
economic impact, 60 East.
breakfast, Payne delivered a
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economy.
said.say that “Owensboro
glowing report on the city’s
Some
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the
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The
hospital
and
Larry
Boswell
according
to
The lunch, which also
is
on
the
move,”
and
health, shining a light on the size
on Payne’s list are close to
a long list of other
doesn’t doubt it. “I’ve
includes cheese wafers, desserts
Mayor Ron Payne, projects outlined
of the surplus in the city’s general
completion,
such
as
the
Kentucky
lived
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often follows
it by
and he
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rolls, is especialwill be $1.3
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Photo
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for more construction jobs.
definitely a boost compared to
employment time for the local,
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fact that
58 public
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in and
1939
with 25 charter members. They
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Projects boosting employment, economic growth
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PennsylvaniaINDEX
man dies
in 1-car
accident
Airport
boardings

2012 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

Romney brushes
off debate barbs
in New Hampshire

cism Saturday night in the open- mar y, Romney largely ignored
ing round of a weekend debate his fellow Republicans and turned
doubleheader that left his Repub- instead on President Barack
CONTACT US
lican presidential campaign challengers squabbling among themSEE DEBATE/PAGE
A2
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keep breaking records

seen in a single year since comflights to Orlando, Fla.
Last year, boardings continued mercial ser vice began here in
1951 with Eastern Airlines.
to climb to 16,849.
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