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DEATH TOLL AT 28 IN CONN. RAMPAGE
Man kills mother at home, then kills 27, self at elementary school; 20 children dead
By John Christoffersen
The Associated Press

NEWTOWN, CONN. | A man killed his
mother at their home and then opened
ﬁre Friday inside an elementary school,
massacring 26 people, including 20
children, as youngsters cowered in fear
to the sound of gunshots reverberating
through the building and screams
echoing over the intercom.
The 20-year-old killer, carrying at
least two handguns, committed suicide at the school, bringing the death
toll to 28, authorities said.
The rampage, coming less than two
weeks before Christmas, was the nation’s second-deadliest school shooting, exceeded only by the Virginia
Tech massacre that claimed 33 lives
in 2007.
“Our hearts are broken today,” a tearful President Barack Obama said at the
White House. He called for “meaningful
action” to prevent such shootings, saying, “As a country, we have been through
this too many times.”
Police shed no light on the motive
for the attack. The gunman, Adam
Lanza, was believed to suffer from a
personality disorder and lived with his
mother, said a law enforcement ofﬁcial
who was briefed on the investigation
but was not authorized to discuss it.
Panicked parents looking for their children raced to Sandy Hook Elementary in
Newtown, a prosperous New England
community of about 27,000 people 60
miles northeast of New York City. Police
told youngsters at the kindergartenthrough-fourth-grade school to close
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their eyes as they were led from the building so that they wouldn’t see the blood Parents leave a staging area after being reunited with their children following a shooting at the Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn.,
and broken glass.
on Friday. By late Friday, the death toll was at 28, including the shooter and his mother, who was killed at her home, and 20 children at the school.
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It also was a question that hit the town and draw from those experi-
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Local ofﬁcials ask the question: Could it happen here?

TUSCALOOSA,
WEST ALABAMA 50¢
ALL OTHER AREAS 75¢

INSIDE:
VOL. 194 | NO. 350 | 5 Sections
Bridge 7E
Business 4B
Classifieds 2E
Comics 4D
Crossword 7E
Dear Abby 2D

0

90994 32001

Obituaries 2B
Sports 1C
Sudoku 2D
Television 5D
Today 1D
Weather 6B

7

High 66
Low 58

Fight ends basketball game; pepper spray disperses crowd
Marvin Lucas,
a member of the
Tuscaloosa
City Board of
Education,
carries a Paul
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cheerleader
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out of Central
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on Friday.
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By Andrew Carroll
and Jason Morton
Sports Writer and Staff Writer

TUSCALOOSA | A sold-out, marquee
match-up between Central and Paul
W. Bryant high schools ended abruptly
Friday night when police used pepper
spray to break up a ﬁght.
Tuscaloosa police were searching
for a suspect late Friday night and
charges, if any, are pending the outcome of the investigation.
The basketball game will resume at
4 p.m. today without spectators, ofﬁ cials said.
The altercation that halted the game
began in the stands between a student

and a non-student, according to witnesses.
“One man, he got up and started
talking ...,” said witness and Central
High School student William Channell, 15, “and all you saw was another
person, he looked like he was in ninth
grade, he just came over and hit the
dude while he was talking.
“I couldn’t see any more after that
because people started running out.”
Sgt. Brent Blankley, spokesman for
the Tuscaloosa Police Department,
said ofﬁcers at the game radioed dispatch at about 8:30 p.m. to notify other
ofﬁcers that a ﬁght had broken out during the basketball game.
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