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Elyashiv on all matters —
political, religious and personal
— and a few words uttered
by
the elderly rabbi could
sway
Israeli policy or affect daily
life
for devout Jews.
For his hundreds of thousands
of followers around the
world,
Elyashiv was considered
a sage
and a respected arbitrator
of the
intricacies of Jewish religious
law and practices.
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Revered Israeli rabbi dies at 102
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Public
discussion of evolution
often
See RABBI, Page 3C
turns into a nasty debate
between young-earth creationists
on one side and atheists
on the
other. But it
ONLINE
doesn’t have to
» BioLogos:
be that way.
biologos.org
Witness the
gracious dialogue
taking
WRITE US
place between
» What do
Southern Bapyou think
about religion tist seminary
professors and
and evoluevangelical scition? Send us
entists on the
a letter to the
BioLogos webeditor; details
site.
on Page 4A.
In a series of
essays
titled
“Southern Baptist Voices,”
the
two groups consider questions
such as whether the existence
of a historical Adam and
Eve
created in the image of
God is
compatible with the gradual
development of humans through
evolution.
While there is disagreement,
the authors are quick to emphasize places where they do
agree,
such as the reality of the miracles
described in the Bible, including
the bodily resurrection of
Jesus.
And there is room for give-andtake on both sides.
The series came about
after
A worker walks out of the construction
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nonproﬁt foundation “commitThursday they power. God — He chose us to get this
mosque is just wonderful.”
wouldn’t
be able to begin worshipping job done.”
ted to exploring and celebrating
Another member, Tahira Ahad,
there for the start of Ramadan
said she
the compatibility of evolutionwas never discouraged by
the setbacks.
needs about two weeks more because it
Tahira Ahad,
ary creation and biblical
of construc“I always knew it would turn
faith,”
Islamic Center of Murfreesboro
tion work.
out well for
member us
according to its website.
because I believe in a higher
Still, members of the Islamic
power,”
Keathley begins the ﬁrst essay
she said. “God — He chose
Center
of
power.
Murfreesboro were celebrating
us to get this
by noting that the Southern
job done.”
their legal
BapMosque opponents sued
victory after being buffeted
tist statement of faith is silent
Rutherford
for two years County in
Eric Rassbach, an attorney
on
September 2010 to
by a lawsuit in which they
for The Beckhow God created the universe.
had no say.
struction of the new building. stop con- et Fund for Religious Liberty, which now
“I think it was a very good
But he goes on to say that
day
represents the Islamic center,
SouthTheir suit included claims
and thank God!” mosque Board yesterday,
said the case
that Islam is was unusual
ern Baptists’ very literal interpreChairman
not a real religion and
because normally opponents
Essam Fathy said. “It surprised
tation of Scripture leads
all of us. It wanted to overthrow that local Muslims of a new religious building
many
was an unexpected joy!”
will express
the U.S. Constitution concerns
in the denomination to hold
about noise and congestion,
and replace it with Islamic
the
Construction
religious law.
supervisor David Salimi
view that God created the
even if that is not their real
world
Mosque member
said a codes inspector visited
concern.
in six 24-hour days less
the site on who was raised Kimberly Abu-Shanab,
“The remarkable thing about
than
Thursday morning, but that
as a Christian but conthis case
10,000 years ago.
it would take verted to
it the fact that people are
Islam many years ago, said
about two more weeks of work
the their anti-Muslim hostility,”so open about
to be ready. hostility she
has seen recently toward
That includes connecting
he said.
her
the water and religion had
See DEBATE, Page 4C
her “dumbfounded.”
See MOSQUE, Page 4C

Page 2A

BUSINESS
CLASSIFIEDS
COMICS
CROSSWORD
LOCAL

C

Wyoming

Tribes at odds over killing of
eagles for religious reasons.

PAGE 3C

SATURDAY, JULY 21, 2012

LOTTERIES 3B
NATION
2A
OPINION
4A
SCOREBOARD 3B
TV LISTINGS 8D

Mosque that won legal battle

misses start of holy month

RELIGION
Mosque that
won legal battle
misses start of
Ramadan.
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Teacher taught about life in ﬂux Carver
Primary providing

I

t has been the blessing of
my life to have encountered
some wonderful teachers.
I
was not very successful with
my
algebra teachers, but that
was
more my problem that theirs.
But with literature and history
and theology — I have been
blessed.
JimEvans
None was more signiﬁcant
Columnist
to
me than Dr. W.C. Dobbs.
Dr. Dobbs was about fourthat the world is always in
foot-nothing in height. If he
ﬂux.
had Things do not stay the
same. He
been a little shorter, he would
had a sense about the ebb
have been perfectly round.
and
ﬂow of history. He understood
But he was brilliant.
how kingdoms rise and fall.
He was my ﬁrst teacher of
In
fact, he had some serious
Greek — and he made the
opinNew
ions about our own kingdom.
Testament come alive with
his
What he left me with was an
love of the language.
appreciation
of the mutability
He was also a master of church
of culture. We need to be careful
history. He made Clement
and
about how deeply we devote
Origen and Augustine come
alive in ways that were unbeliev- ourselves to any particular moment in time.
able.
There is a tendency in us,
One of the most important
as human beings, to want
things I learned from him
to
was
believe that our place and
our
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time is the best time. My parents
want to live in the 1950s —
as
if that were the golden age.
My
preference is the ’70s — but
that
will be a topic for another
time.
But the point is, and this is
what Dr. Dobbs tried to get
across to all of his students,
culture and history are always
in
movement. There is no golden
age, there is no perfect time.
There is now, and we need
to
make the best of it.
So, what do we do with now?
What are the issues of our
day
and our time that should concern us?
There are serious issues with
our environment. People who
tell us that the things happening with temperature and
the
changes at the polar caps
and
changes in the ozone will
also
lie to us about other things,
as
well.

See TEACHER, Page 3C

summer reading program

C

arver Primary School
is providing reading
activities every Saturday between 9 and 11 a.m.
for
students that attended Carver
during the 2011-2012 school
year and for students that
will
be attending Carver during
the
2012-2013 school year. Activities include reading books,
playing games, checking out
a
book of interest and returning
it the following Saturday, and
cool refreshments for attendees. The summer reading
program will continue until Aug.
18. Linda Boyd is the Carver
Primary reading coach.
Greater Peace Missionary
Baptist Church, 650 Jeter Ave.
in Opelika, and the Lee-Russell
Council of Governments Area
Agency on Aging will present
its 2nd Annual Health Resource
Fair from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sat-

VarettaJones
Columnist
urday. For more information,
call Maria Davis at 334-7495264, ext. 207, or email Maria.
Davis@adss.alabama.gov.
The Second Musical Workshop at Bethesda Baptist
Church, 201 S. Fourth St. in
Opelika, will conclude at 6
p.m.
Saturday. The guest clinicians
are Billie Dear of Greater Fairview Baptist Church in Jackson,
Miss., and Rena McBride of
Greater Deliverance Church

See READING, Page 3C
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COLORADO MOVIE THEATER MASSACRE

Increased security

Presidential
Campaign

PHOTOS BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Barack Obama (left) and presidential
candidate Mitt Romney bow their
heads at separate campaign events
Friday during which they addressed
the Aurora, Colo., theater shooting.

Obama,
Romney
speak as
parents
The Associated Press

bama, according to its website.
Carmike ofﬁcials issued the following statement Friday:
“The Carmike Cinemas family is saddened by the senseless
shooting of theatre guests at
the Century 16 in Aurora, Colorado. Our thoughts and prayers
go out to the victims, their
families and the community.
Preliminary police reports indicate that the suspect, who is

WASHINGTON — For a day, at
least, President Barack Obama
and Republican Mitt Romney
stopped assailing each other and
spoke as heartbroken parents.
The Colorado movie theater
massacre upended the presidential campaign Friday, obliging both candidates to cast aside
the increasingly bitter tone of the
race and reach for a rare moment
of American harmony.
Yet the moment itself was a
political test, for a president
charged with consoling a nation
and for a challenger needing to
show that he could rise to the occasion.
“There are going to be other
days for politics,” Obama said
from one key electoral state,
Florida. From another one, New
Hampshire, Romney said much
the same.

See SHOOTING, Page 7A

See PARENTS, Page 8A
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Security was beefed up at Carmike Wynnsong 16 theater in Auburn following the tragic events in Colorado, where 12 people were killed and dozens
wounded at a midnight screening of “The Dark Knight Rises.”

Auburn police beef up presence in wake of shooting
BY DONATHAN PRATER
dprater@oanow.com

Moviegoers can count on seeing something else this weekend at the Wynnsong 16 theatre
in Auburn — an increased police presence.
“We don’t expect any problems, however, because we want
our citizens to feel safe while
attending the movies, we will
have additional ofﬁcers there,”
Auburn Police Chief Tommy
Dawson said Friday.

INSIDE

» Read more about the Aurora,
Colo., movie theater massacre
on pages 6A and 7A.

Dawson said that although
off-duty ofﬁcers routinely provide security at the theater, Auburn police will be ramping up
patrols outside and increasing
their presence inside the theater this weekend
The announcement came on

the heels of a shooting at a midnight screening of “The Dark
Knight Rises” at a Colorado
theater early Friday. At least
12 people were killed and dozens wounded when a gunman
identiﬁed by police as 24-yearold James Holmes allegedly
opened ﬁre on audience members at the Century 16 theater.
Holmes was taken into custody
by police a short time later.
Wynnsong 16 is one of 13 Carmike Cinemas’ locations in Ala-

HAIL TO THE QUEEN

Unemployment

Most US states trailing
pre-recession job levels
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Three years
since the recession ended, 43
states have yet to regain the jobs
they lost in the downturn. The
ﬁgure is a reminder of how weak
the nation’s job market remains.
The states that are the furthest
behind in job growth are those
that were hit hardest by the
housing bust: Arizona, Florida
and Nevada.
Overall, the U.S. economy has
3.5 percent fewer jobs than it
did before the Great Recession,
which began in December 2007.
The national unemployment rate
has been stuck at 8.2 percent.
As slow as the recovery in jobs
has been, a few states are doing
quite well. Seven have more jobs
now than before the recession.
Some — North Dakota, Texas
and Alaska — are beneﬁting

INSIDE

» Alabama jobless rate rises to
7.8 percent in June. Page 2A

from an oil boom.
But most states have lagged
behind.
“Except for these energy-producing states, everywhere there’s
still this caution in terms of hiring,” Steve Cochrane, a regional
economist at Moody’s Analytics,
said.
Last month, unemployment
rates rose in 27 U.S. states, the
most in almost a year.
Unemployment rates fell in 11
states — the fewest since August
— and were unchanged in 12, the
Labor Department said Friday.
Nevada had the nation’s highest unemployment rate in June

See STATES, Page 8A
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pelika High School graduate Mallory Hagan, the reigning Miss New
York, signs an autograph for Addie Shoemaker, 5, a big fan, after Hagan
was presented with a key to the city Friday in a ceremony at the school.
Hagan will be competing in the Miss America pageant in January.

