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‘The world is safer’
Trail
started
in secret
prison

Families
of fallen
seek end
to wars
Families
of slain U.S. troops:Bin Laden’sdeath can’treplace our lovedones, but it’stime to

BinLaden’s demise:Long pursuit,burst of gunfire

By David Espo
and Chris Brummitt
Associated Press

end
the wars

By Thomas Himes Staff Writer

While the killing of Osama
bin Laden offers little comfort
to local residents who lost
loved ones in the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan, the family
members of some servicemen
said his death has given them
cause to hope for the quick
withdrawal of U.S. forces from
the Middle East.
News Sunday that bin Laden
was killed by U.S. forces in Pakistan after a decade-long manhunt gave Leticia De La Pena
reason to reflect on her son,
and his life and death, she said.
Esau De La Pena-Hernandez,
a La Puente native, was on his
fifth combat tour when he was
shot and killed in a battle outside Chak, Afghanistan, on
May 15, 2009. He was 25.
De La Pena said bin Laden’s
demise offered little solace to
her and her family.
“The death of this person
isn’t going to replace my son or
the other young people who
gave their life for this country,”
she said.
The nearly decade-old war in
Afghanistan and eight-year-old
war in Iraq reached a grim milestone last month when the
Department
of
Defense
reported 6,000 U.S. servicemen
and women had been killed in
the conflicts.
Wayne Hiltz also said Monday that bin Laden’s death has
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Frank Girardot: We’ve got
justice, but will we get
peace? A3
Social media helped break
news of Osama bin Laden’s
death to the world. A7
Experts say bin Laden’s
killing gives President Barack
Obama a huge political boost
in his re-election bid. A8
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● Osama bin Laden took a
strange path on his rise from
child of wealth to mass
murderer.
● Read the tweets of Sohaib
Athar, an information
technician living in
Abbottabad, Pakistan, who
“liveblogged the Osama raid
without knowing it.”

Unwary call led U.S. to bin Laden
One
unwary phone call ledU.S. to bin Laden doorstep

By Adam Goldman
and Matt Apuzzo
Associated Press

WASHINGTON
—
When one of Osama bin
Laden’s most trusted aides
picked up the phone last
year, he unknowingly led
U.S. pursuers to the doorstep of his boss, the world’s
most wanted terrorist.
That
phone
call,
recounted Monday by a
U.S. official, ended a
yearslong search for bin
Laden’s personal courier,
the key break in a worldwide manhunt. The courier, in turn, led U.S. intelligence to a walled compound in northeast Pakistan, where a team of Navy
SEALs shot bin Laden to
death.
The violent final minutes were the culmination
of years of intelligence
work. Inside the CIA team

hunting bin Laden, it
always was clear that bin
Laden’s vulnerability was
his couriers. He was too
smart to let al-Qaida foot
soldiers, or even his senior
commanders, know his
hideout. But if he wanted
to get his messages out,
somebody had to carry
them, someone bin Laden
trusted with his life.
In a secret CIA prison in
Eastern Europe years ago,
al-Qaida’s No. 3 leader, Khalid Sheikh Mohammed,
gave authorities the nicknames of several of bin Laden’s couriers, four former
U.S. intelligence officials
said. Those names were
among thousands of leads
the CIA was pursuing.
One man became a particular interest for the
agency when another
detainee,
Abu
Faraj
al-Libi, told interrogators
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Ex-mayor convicted
of bribery, perjury

From staff
to Deputy District
and wire reports
Attorney Sean Hassett.
LOS ANGELES —
A Los Angeles SupeFormer Mayor Cathé
rior Court jury deliberWilson was convicted
ated for only about an
of six felony counts of
hour before finding Wilbribery and perjury on
son guilty of three felMonday afternoon, closony counts of asking
ing the book on the WILSON
for or receiving a bribe
worst corruption case in Tem- and three counts of perjury
ple City history.
under oath. They believed the
Wilson, 78, faces a maxi- prosecution’s contention that
mum of nine years in state
prison when she returns for Wilson cajoled developer
sentencing by Judge Alex Ric- Randy Wang into donating to
ciardulli on June 2, according
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Extra vigilant
Sheriff’s Deputy Kiley Hayden patrols a subway platform
at Union Station in Los Angeles on Monday. Security in
public areas has been raised after the killing of Osama
bin Laden. Story / A7
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Mavs stun Lakers
Mavericks rallied in the last
20 seconds for a 96-94
victory over the Lakers in
Game 1 of their secondround playoff series.
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WASHINGTON — Osama
bin Laden, the elusive terror
mastermind killed by Navy
SEALs in an intense firefight,
was hunted down based on
information first gleaned years
ago from detainees at secret
CIA prison sites in Eastern
Europe, officials disclosed Monday. The U.S. said a DNA
match proved his identity, and
millions of Americans rejoiced.
After the gunfire, U.S. forces
swept bin Laden’s fortified
compound in Pakistan and left
with a trove of hard drives,
DVDs and other documents
that officials said the CIA was
already poring over. The hope:
clues leading to his presumed
successor, al-Qaida No. 2
Ayman al-Zawahri.
“The world is safer. It is a
better place because of the
death of Osama bin Laden,”
declared President Barack
Obama on Monday, hours after
U.S. forces killed the al-Qaida
leader. They then ferried the
body out for a quick burial at
sea.
Bin Laden’s death after a
decade on the run unloosed a
national wave of euphoria
mixed with remembrance for
the thousands who died in the
Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks.
“For my family and I, it’s
good, it’s desirable, it’s right,”
said Mike Low of Batesville,
Ark., whose daughter Sara was
a flight attendant aboard the
hijacked plane that was flown
into the World Trade Center
North Tower. “It certainly
brings an ending to a major
quest for all of us.”
Halfway around the world, a
prominent al-Qaida commentator vowed revenge for bin Laden’s death. “Woe to his enemies. By God, we will avenge
the killing of the Sheik of
Islam,” he wrote under his
online name Assad al-Jihad2.
“Those who wish that jihad has
ended or weakened, I tell
them: Let us wait a little bit.”
U.S. officials conceded the
risk of renewed attack. The terrorists “almost certainly will
attempt to avenge” bin Laden’s
death, CIA Director Leon
Panetta wrote in a memo that
congratulated the agency for
its role in the operation. “Bin
Laden is dead. Al-Qaida is not.”
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D.A.: Inquiry isn’t
an ‘investigation’
D.A. saysshe was mistaken whenshe referred to Montebello bank accountinquiryas

investigation

By Bethania Palma Markus
Staff Writer

A public corruption prosecutor said Monday she was
mistaken last week when she
referred to an inquiry into
Montebello bank accounts as
an “investigation.”
On Friday, Deputy D.A.
Jennifer Lentz Snyder said
the case of two off-the-books
city bank accounts was under
investigation.
At least two complaints
were submitted to the L.A.
County District Attorney’s

Public Integrity Division
since the accounts were discovered in February. The
D.A.’s office has opened a
review, Deputy D.A. Dave
Demerjian said Monday.
An investigator has been
assigned, and his office has
obtained city documents, but
Demerjian said he is still
reviewing the case — not
investigating.
“We can’t designate it an
investigation until we determine a crime has occurred,
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