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College instructors attempt to unionize
SJC president: Proper procedure must be followed
— By Lindsay Whitehurst —
The Daily Times
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FARMINGTON NEW MEXICO

FARMINGTON — A year after
the faculty passed a no-confidence
vote in the San Juan College president, union officials claim the administration is blocking instructors’
attempts to unionize.
College President Carol Spencer
said the school wants to make sure the
union follows the proper procedure.
The petition to form the union was
filed with the state’s labor board,
Spencer said, but it should have been
filed with the college’s own labor
board.
“The process, as I understand it, is
to keep the activities closer to the

workplace,” she said. “I think the concept is that representatives live locally,
and they understand the local working
conditions.”
Nancy Sheehan, local director for
the National Education
Association, said she
thought the local board
was inactive.
“There is no reference in any of the policy manuals and no
communication on how
to do it,” she said.
“How we heard (about
Spencer
the local board) was
through the rumor mill.”

A man strolls to
class at the college Thursday. A
month after a
majority of faculty members
endorsed forming
a union, union
officials say the
school administration may be
hindering their
attempts to
organize.
Lucas Ian Coshenet
The Daily Times

See College A6.
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FARMINGTON — Three
local women will be honored
this year by the Governor’s
Commission on the Status of
Women.
Hazel Dayish, of Shiprock;
Tina Deschenie, of Farmington; and Rena G. Martin, of
Bloomfield, will
receive the Outstanding New
Mexico Women
Award on May 2
at a ceremony in
Albuquerque.
They are three
of 21 women to
win the award out Dayish
of the 80 nominees.
Dayish, the
Lucas Ian Coshenet/The Daily Times
secretary and
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Lucky Numbers:
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Top Prize: $33,000
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Get ready for the Apple Blossom Powwow
— By Alysa Landry —
The Daily Times

FARMINGTON — Dancing
and drumming are the only
items on the agenda Saturday
for the 29th Apple Blossom
Powwow at the McGee Park
Memorial Coliseum. The event
draws participants from more
than 100 tribes across North
America, organizer Darrell Morris said.
Morris, who heads the
Native American Center at San
Juan College, said 4,000 spectators gathered for last year’s
powwow, which has grown
every year since it started.
“It’s so colorful to see all the
different regalia, the dances, the
styles of bead work and the orig-

IF YOU GO
When: 10 a.m.
Where: McGee Park Memorial
Coliseum
Cost: $5, $4 for senior citizens or
people with disabilities and $1 for
children 5 and younger.

inality of the dress,” he said.
“The drumming and the dancing
is relieving, it’s rejuvenating.
The powwow is both a social
and spiritual gathering.”
The powwow opens with
gourd dancing at 10 a.m. and
includes two grand entries at 1
and 7 p.m. The dancing is
expected to continue until midnight, Morris said. Dancers will
compete by category, like the

fancy dance and the grass dance
for men and the jingle dress
dance and fancy shawl dance for
women.
Powwows were created by
Plains tribes as a traditional
gathering, said Francis Mitchell,
a local medicine man and gourd
dancer. The style of dance
changes depending on where the
tribe is located.
“There is an imaginary line
across the United States, dividing the northern and southern
styles of dance,” he said. “The
culture varies depending on
which hemisphere you live in.”
The Apple Blossom Powwow is symbolic of the changing
seasons, Mitchell said.

See Powwow A6.
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