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Refugee overload

THE FUN SIDE
OF FUNDRAISING
Schools are choosing
healthier ways to raise cash.
See why it’s out with the
cookie dough. See B3.

Mayor appeals to Ottawa for help NDP vows
as city faces social services crunch money for
BY DOUG SCHMIDT

AND DAVE BATTAGELLO

tunnelling

STAR STAFF REPORTERS

With city shelters full and a surge of further refugee claimants expected to flood into
Windsor, Mayor Eddie Francis is pleading
for financial help from Ottawa.
“When there is a possibility of adding
thousands to the local social assistance system as a result of refugee claimants crossing the border into Windsor, we will become
overwhelmed and our current resources
will not suffice,” Francis said in a letter sent
Wednesday to Prime Minister Stephen
Harper.

BY TREVOR WILHELM
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ONLINE windsorstar.com
Check out our photo gallery
of Mexican refugees.
Over the past three weeks, 45 families and
31 individuals — approximately 200 people
— entered Canada at the Detroit River crossings and applied in Windsor for shelter and
social assistance after filing refugee claims
with the Canada Border Services Agency.
Municipal agencies dealing with the sudden
influx of mainly Mexican refugee applicants are renting hotel rooms and bracing
for predicted thousands more to come.
“We don’t have the means, ability or capacity to deal with this additional cost. We
are not able to deal with this potential crisis
locally,” Francis wrote Harper.

SEE REFUGEE CRISIS, A4

JUST ARRIVED: Concepcion Montiel and her daughter Perla, 2, arrived in Windsor this week
looking for refugee status. They spent the past few years in Naples, Fla.
Star photo: Scott Webster

He won’t let
bedbugs bite
STAR HEALTH/SCIENCES REPORTER

For three weeks John
Fontaine has been sleeping on
his balcony, but not because it’s
warm inside.
Fontaine’s apartment at 920
Ouellette Ave. is infested with
bedbugs, as are many other
apartment units in the build-

More election coverage, C11

Price disparity
miffs Canadians
Costs higher here despite loonie

Public housing apartment infested
BY DOUG WILLIAMSON

If NDP leader Howard Hampton was running
the province, he’d immediately begin spending
$1.8 billion to build a tunnelled route to a new international crossing between Windsor and Michigan, he said Wednesday.
The tunnel funding, pegged at
$250 million a year, was mentioned briefly in Hampton’s fouryear, $9.1-billion fiscal plan,
which he unveiled in London.
The estimated cost of a tunnel
project, with a completion target
of 2013, is $3.6 billion, said a
Hampton representative.
The province and Ottawa Howard
would share the cost, which Hampton
would mean $1.8 billion paid by
the province. If elected, Hampton would funnel
$250 million a year to the project for the next four
years. After that, the amount of the annual funding
would increase, but the actual number is unclear.
On Wednesday night, MP Brian Masse (NDPWindsor West) told The Star he couldn’t comment
on the plan because, though he discussed Windsor’s needs with Hampton, he wasn’t aware of
what was announced.

ing owned by the Windsor-Essex County Housing Corporation.
“They’ve spread through the
building,” the 62-year-old cab
driver said Wednesday.
“I’ve been sleeping on my balcony — I’ve been bitten
enough.”

SEE SLEEPING, A4

BY CARLY WEEKS
CANWEST NEWS SERVICE

Canadian consumers have yet
to see major benefits from the
soaring loonie and anyone hoping things will soon change
shouldn’t hold their breath, according to experts.
While the Canadian dollar
has been climbing steadily and
is nearly at parity with the U.S.

CAMPING OUT: John Fontaine is sleeping on his balcony
because of a bedbug problem.
Star photo: Nick Brancaccio

greenback this week, prices on
everything from books and stationery to cars and electronics
are still substantially higher
in Canada than in the U.S.
“It’s the case now where unfortunately you don’t see those
savings reflected in the goods,”
said Scotiabank Group economist Meny Grauman.

SEE PRICES, A4

City buses ‘like a rude neighbour’
BY SARAH SACHELI
STAR STAFF REPORTER

Downtown home and business
owners are learning that, when it
comes to Transit Windsor buses, you
can’t live with ’em and you can’t live
without ’em.
Restaurants on Chatham Street
West, those with sidewalk patios in
particular, are cursing the buses
that drive past every three minutes,

U.S. Dollar Dealings: For normal transactions
quoted Wednesday by Windsor banks: Buying U.S.
cash for 1.0455 and selling for 1.0987. Buying U.S.
cheques for 1.0429 and selling at 1.0990.

sending dust and fumes into their
patrons’ faces. They share the same
concerns as Pitt Street residents
who say that since the new terminal
opened and rerouted buses began
roaring past their homes, they can’t
open their windows, hear their televisions or carry on a conversation
uninterrupted.
Meanwhile, stores on Ouellette Avenue say the number of customers
has plummeted now that buses have

INDEX

been rerouted to the west, onto
Dougall Avenue.
“I don’t deny we have had an effect,” said Rob Larret, Transit Windsor’s planning manager.
“Some of the new folks don’t want
us and some of the old folks miss
us.”
The bus company’s board of directors promised Wednesday to study
how to address the barrage of complaints. Headed by Coun. Caroline
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Postma, the board directed the bus
company to conduct time and manoeuvrability trials on several
routes.
“It’s not easy to please everybody
but we’d like to try,” Postma told the
delegations that addressed the
board’s meeting.
The route changes came into effect
in May when the new depot opened.
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SMARTLEASE

$

CONCERNED: Brian Gordanier, owner of the
Chatham Street Grill, is upset that buses
are annoying patrons.
Star photo: Scott Webster
Home Delivery
519-255-5774

News tips at 519-255-5743
or tips@thestar.canwest.com
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STANDARD FEATURES INCLUDE:
• 3.4L 185 HP V6 ENGINE • 5-SPEED AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
• AIR CONDITIONING • STABILITRAK® • 16" ALUMINUM WHEELS
• REMOTE KEYLESS ENTRY

PER MONTH/48 MONTHS • $3,555 DOWN • $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT

THE GM 160,000 KM WARRANTY
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‡

THE BEST COVERAGE IN CANADA

HWY: 8.3L/100km • 34mpg쑶
CITY: 12.2L/100km • 23mpg

160,000

KM
5 YEAR POWERTRAIN

LIMITED WARRANTYL

+

160,000

KM
5 YEARS OF COURTESY
TRANSPORTATIONL

+

160,000

KM
5 YEARS OF ROADSIDE

BUYPONTIAC.CA

ASSISTANCEL

For the latest information, visit us at gmcanada.com, drop by your local Pontiac • Buick • GMC dealer or call us at 1-800-GM-DRIVE. MBased on a 48 month lease for 2007 Torrent FWD R7A. Annual kilometre limit of 20,000km, $0.15 per excess kilometre. Lease APR may vary depending on downpayment/trade. A down payment or trade
of $3,555 and $0 security deposit is required. Option to purchase at lease end is $10,764 plus applicable taxes. Other lease options are available. ‡ 0% purchase financing for 60 months is available on Torrent FWD R7A. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down
payment/trade. Example: $10,000 at 0%, the monthly payment is $166.67 for 60 months. Cost of borrowing is $0. Total obligation is $10,000. M‡Freight applies to 2007 Torrent FWD R7A for $1,150 license, insurance, registration, PPSA, administration fees and taxes are not included. Offers apply as indicated to the purchase or lease of 2007 new or demonstrator models of
the vehicle equipped as described. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in the Ontario Pontiac Buick GMC Dealer Marketing Association area only (including Outaouais and excluding Northwestern Ontario). Dealer trade may be required. Limited quantities of 2007 models available. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined
SMJ83586
with other offers. See your dealer for conditions and details. 쑶Based on Natural Resources Canada’s 2007 Fuel Consumption Guide Ratings. LWarranty based on 5-years or 160,000km whichever comes first. Excludes medium duty trucks. See your dealer for conditions for limited warranty details.

