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Hobbs vows unity
in inaugural speech

Arizona Gov. Katie Hobbs takes her oath of office on Thursday during the public ceremonial inauguration for newly elected state officials at the
Arizona Capitol Mall in Phoenix. ANTRANIK TAVITIAN/THE REPUBLIC

Governor seeks ‘to move past division and partisanship’
Stacey Barchenger
Arizona Republic
USA TODAY NETWORK

Arizona Gov. Katie Hobbs pledged bipartisanship and progress in her inaugural
speech on Thursday, her ﬁrst major public
appearance since taking oﬃce as the
state’s 24th governor.
Hobbs’ speech was the focal point of a
90-minute inaugural ceremony held on the
grounds of the Capitol in Phoenix. The 14minute address touched on the Democrat’s
background as a native Arizonan and an
advocate to end domestic violence turned
state lawmaker, and reaﬃrmed her campaign pledges to work across the aisle to
better fund public education, address the
state’s water woes, support abortion access and make life more aﬀordable for Arizonans.
“I’m an optimist,” Hobbs told the crowd
of thousands of donors, oﬃcials and supporters gathered in Phoenix. “I believe that
now is the perfect time to move past division and partisanship and return to a path
of cooperation and progress. I believe in
the future of our state, and I’m excited
about what’s possible if we work together
to do what we’ve been elected to do. I believe that we can — and we will — build an

U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Agencies for Food
and Agriculture Cindy McCain and U.S. Sen.
Kyrsten Sinema. JOE RONDONE/THE REPUBLIC

“I believe in the
future of our state,
and I’m excited about
what’s possible if we
work together to do
what we’ve been
elected to do.”
Arizona Attorney General Kris Mayes takes the stage during the
ceremonial inauguration. JOE RONDONE/THE REPUBLIC

See HOBBS, Page 10A

McCarthy fails for 3rd long day
in ﬁght for GOP speaker of House
Lisa Mascaro and Farnoush Amiri
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON – For a long and frustrating third day, divided Republicans
left the speaker’s chair of the U.S. House
sitting empty Thursday, as party leader
Kevin McCarthy failed and failed again
in an excruciating string of ballots to
win enough GOP votes to seize the
chamber’s gavel.
Pressure was building as McCarthy
lost a seventh, eighth and historic ninth

Former Arizona Govs. Jan Brewer, Fife
Symington and Doug Ducey pose for photos at
the ceremony. ANTRANIK TAVITIAN/THE REPUBLIC

‘Chaos’: Speaker of the House story
just won’t end, writes Bill
Goodykoontz. 10A

round of voting, tying the number it
took the last time this happened, 100
years ago, in a prolonged ﬁght to
choose a speaker in a disputed election.
With his supporters and foes locked
in stalemate, feelings of boredom and
See HOUSE, Page 8A

Katie Hobbs
Arizona governor

Biden to honor Bowers on anniversary
of Jan. 6 with 2nd-highest civilian award
Mary Jo Pitzl Arizona Republic
USA TODAY NETWORK

Departing Arizona House Speaker
Rusty Bowers will receive the nation’s
second-highest civilian award today at
the White House.
It’s another recognition of Bowers’
stance against eﬀorts to overturn the
results of the 2020 presidential election in Arizona, and the event falls on
the second anniversary of the Jan. 6
insurgency at the U.S. Capitol.
“The last day of my tenure, I will be
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Russell Pearce, former Arizona Senate president and
sponsor of the controversial SB 1070, died at 75. 3A
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meeting with President Biden, who I didn’t support
but I wasn’t going to let
him get cheated out of his
election,” Bowers said in
an interview before heading to Washington, D.C.
Bowers
Biden will present
Bowers, a Republican, with the Presidential Citizens Medal at a noontime
White House ceremony. The medal,
awarded at the president’s discretion,
See BOWERS, Page 12A
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