FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2021

THE IMPERFECT ALIBI

|

CHA

years old when he became

the lead investigator

$2.00 | AJC.COM

ECT ALIBI

UNWRAP OUR EPAPER GIFT
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3,

Butch Kennedy was 40

|

31

on the church murders.

JOURNAL-CONS
THE ATLANTA

Tyson Horne / Tyson.Horne@AJC.com

TITUTION

|

days
of gifts

, 2021
F R I DAY, DE C . 3

|

are giving you
ePaper subscription, we
of December, with your
on — and
Throughout the month
value of a digital subscripti
is that we reinforce the
best work.
a holiday bonus. Our hope
Journal-Constitution’s
on some of The Atlanta
shine a bright spotlight

TODAY:

An imperfect alibi
and a true crime
story from right
here in Georgia.

SATURDAY:

Mark Bradley takes
a look back at the
Braves’ World
Series victory.

A SPECIAL PUB
LICATION

|

THE GLASSES AND A
CONFESSION

OF

The composite sketch
of the suspect that was
released to the public.

|

F R I DAY, DE C .
3, 2021

THET
IMPERFECT
ALIBI
Erik Sparre, circa 1986,
allegedly told others
he committed the killings.

Dennis Perry
circa 1979.
He was convicted in 2003.

Four church witnesses
who said they saw the
The four sketches became
killer each helped an
artist make a sketch
a composite that was
of the man.
featured on TV and in
newspapers and hung
on the walls of gas stations.

HE CHURCH MURDERS
GAINED NATIONAL ATTENTION
in November 1988 with
a segment on TV’s “Unsolved
Mysteries.” “The quiet
sanctity of Rising Daughter
Church was violated by
the brutal double murder,”
said the velvet voice of
the show’s host.
Kennedy and Gregory
took part in the filming,
doing
reenactments of the crime
scene and the investigation.
Gregory said on the show
that the glasses from the
church
must’ve belonged to the
killer.
During the debut broadcast,
the detectives were horrified
to see the show’s host
holding the glasses with
his bare

Today’s gift: A true crime story unfolds
over decades in South Georgia.
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CHAPTER TWO

Donnie Barrentine was
an early
suspect because he
allegedly
bragged about the murders.
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hands. They hadn’t realized
someone sent them to
the
producers.
Minutes after the show
concluded, tips flooded
in from all
over the country.

The detectives spent long
days
And on some nights, Kennedy chasing dead-end leads.
stopped to buy a six-pack
of Bud Light on the way
home. The chief deputy
knew he
couldn’t get drunk in case
he had to go out on a call.
He sat
on his porch alone and
drank just a can or two,
enough to
feel a little lighter, light
enough to keep going.
He stared out
into the dark in silence. ■
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LOCAL IN-DEPTH STONECREST

TOP STORY CORONAVIRUS
U.S. STRATEGIES

Biden outlines steps
to ﬁght next surge
President plans to expand COVID-19 testing, access to vaccines.

Stage is set
for Stonecrest
mayor’s plea
Leader will have chance
to admit guilt in fraud
case during Jan. hearing.

OUR REPORTING
Jason Lary,
Stonecrest
founding
mayor,
faces three
felony
charges.

By Zachary Hansen
zachary.hansen@ajc.com

A sign at New York’s Staten Island Ferry terminal urges people to be vaccinated. On Thursday,
President Joe Biden outlined plans to contend with a winter spike. SPENCER PLATT/GETTY IMAGES/TNS

By Zeke Miller and Alexandra Jaffe
Associated Press
BETHESDA, MD. — With rising numbers of COVID19 cases predicted this winter, President Joe
Biden on Thursday appealed for Americans to
get their boosters and get behind his plan to
tackle the new omicron variant through wider
availability of vaccines and shots, but without
new major restrictions on daily life.
Biden wants to require private insurers to
cover the cost of at-home COVID-19 tests and
is tightening testing requirements for people
entering the United States, regardless of their

vaccination status. While some other countries are closing their borders or reinstituting
lockdowns, the president said he would not
at this time impose additional clampdowns
beyond his recommendation that Americans
wear masks indoors in public settings.
“Experts say the COVID-19 cases will continue to rise in the weeks ahead this winter,
so we need to be ready,” Biden said during
a visit to the National Institutes of Health in
suburban Maryland after a briefing with scientific advisers.
Biden continued on A8

HIGHLIGHTS

Vaccines

A renewed push is planned
to get people vaccinated,
including the latest group to
become eligible, children ages
5 to 11. The administration
plans to launch“hundreds
of family vaccination clinics”
that will offer vaccinations
and boosters for people of
all eligible ages. The plan also
includes a national campaign
to reach the 100 million
Americans who are eligible
for boosters and have not had
them.

Testing

To encourage testing,
Americans covered by private
health insurance will be
reimbursed for purchasing

to community health centers
and rural clinics.

Travel

President Joe Biden speaks
during a visit to the National
Institutes of Health on
Thursday in Bethesda, Md.
EVAN VUCCI/ASSOCIATED PRESS

rapid, at-home coronavirus
test kits. For those who lack
insurance, or who are covered
by Medicaid, an additional 50
million tests will be provided

International travelers
coming to the U.S. must be
tested for the coronavirus
within one day of global
departure, regardless of
nationality or vaccination
status, beginning early
next week. That toughens
protocols for vaccinated
travelers, who had been able
to get tested as long as three
days before departure.

No lockdowns

President Joe Biden said
his strategy does not include
shutdowns as a way to ﬁght
the virus.

IN GEORGIA

Health officials: State can handle variants
They say shots, masks will work
against threats such as omicron.
By Helena Oliviero | helena.oliviero@ajc.com
and Ariel Hart | ahart@ajc.com

As more cases of the omicron variant of COVID19 are identified in the U.S., there’s little doubt
this new coronavirus strain will be detected in
Georgia any day now.
Georgia’s public health experts say they’re

still searching for the heavily mutated variant
and learning about the threat it might pose, but
they’re calling for caution, not panic. They say
we have far more tools — especially testing, vaccines and mask-wearing — to battle and weather
this new threat, as well as future variants, which
almost certainly lie ahead.
“Obviously this is not good news,” said Felipe
Lobelo, an associate professor at Emory University School of Public Health, about the emerging
Variants continued on A8

The mayor of Stonecrest will
have an opportunity to plead
guilty in a federal fraud case at
the beginning of 2022.
Jason Lary, the city’s founding
mayor, faces three felony charges
after the FBI accused him of
concocting a kickback scheme
to steal more than $650,000 in
federal pandemic relief funds.
Prosecutors said Lary defrauded
businesses and churches that
received financial assistance
from the city, adding that Lary
used the allegedly stolen funds to
cover his own tax liabilities and
pay off a lake house mortgage.
On Nov. 10, Lary appeared in
federal court and pleaded not
guilty to the three charges: wire
fraud; conspiracy to commit federal program theft; and federal
program theft.
However, federal court records
show a change of plea hearing
is scheduled for Jan. 5 at 11 a.m.
Given Lary’s prior plea, it’s likely
he will plead guilty as part of
a plea deal. This outcome was

The Atlanta JournalConstitution has covered
the allegations against
Lary and his alleged abuse
of the Stonecrest’s CARES
Act program throughout
2021. The AJC was the ﬁrst
news outlet to obtain the
internal investigative report
in April and report its details.
Since then, the AJC has
published more than two
dozen stories diving into the
allegations, the structure of
the alleged scheme and the
investigation’s fallout.

already teased by Lary’s attorney, Dwight Thomas.
“He accepts full responsibility,” Thomas said in court Nov.
10, “and there won’t be a jury
Stonecrest continued on A8

DIGGING DEEPER 2021 ELECTIONS

Council presidency
offers no pathway
to Atlanta’s top job
Moore becomes fifth
leader to try — and fail —
to be elected mayor.

Felicia Moore
says she
doesn’t think
there’s a
“curse” on the
City Council
presidency.

By Ernie Suggs
ernie.suggs@ajc.com

In quiet times of reflection,
Marvin Arrington sometimes
wonders, “What if?”
What if the legendary Atlanta
City Councilman, who was born
and raised in the city and who
climbed the political ladder to
become City Council president,
had waited to run for mayor when
the seat opened instead of challenging popular incumbent Bill
Campbell in 1997?
“No question,” Arrington said
recently. “If I had run in 2001, I
would have been mayor.”
Arrington’s loss set a strange
precedent within city politics.

Never in the history of Atlanta
has the person who occupied
the seat of council president ever
ascended to the mayor’s office.
On Tuesday night, Felicia Moore
became the latest council president to fall short of winning the
city’s top office. After getting 41%
of the vote in the general election, Moore went into the runoff as the frontrunner only to
be overwhelmed by Councilman
Andre Dickens, who nearly doubled her vote total.
Mayor continued on A9

ALSO INSIDE

New base names suggested

» Fort Benning and Fort Gordon in

Georgia among those recommended to change from being named after
Confederate war ﬁgures, A3
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