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F irst-year Congressman
John Duarte, the Hugh-
son nursery owner and
farmer, pointed to the

makeup of his 13th Congression-
al District to explain why he was
one two Republicans who voted
against the GOP’s border bill

last Thursday.
“This is a district that has a

14% Democrat registration ad-
vantage. This is a Voting Rights
Act district drawn to be majority
Hispanic,” Duarte said in a
back-and-forth discussion last
Friday with Power 96.7 FM talk
show host Trevor Carey.
“And, this is a district that is
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Rep. John Duarte honored state Sen. Marie Alvarado Gil in March. He
was among two Republicans who voted against party’s border bill.

Duarte explains his no
vote on GOP border bill
BY JUAN ESPARZA LOERA
jesparza@vidaenelvalle.com

SEE DUARTE, 2A

U .S. District Judge Ana de Alba –
who sailed through the Senate
Judiciary Committee hearings last
year en route to become the first

Latina on the Fresno-based U.S. District

Court for the Eastern District of California –
had a bumpier experience Wednesday
morning in her effort to be confirmed to the
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.
De Alba was grilled by Republican Sen-

ators about her decision to allow Conrado
Virgen Mendoza – who was entenced to 21
months for hiding his brother from police
after Paulo Virgen Mendoza killed a New-

man police officer during a December 2018
traffic stop – to remove one of two monitor-
ing devises.
She was also questioned about giving a

66-month sentence to a Fresno man con-
victed of possession of child pornography
when the guideline ranged from 78 to 97

ROD LAMKEY ZUMA Press

Ana Isabel de Alba appears before a Senate Committee on the Judiciary hearing in April 2022 for her nomination to the Eastern District of
California. The committee is now considering her nomination to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.

NATION

Republican Senators grill
Ninth Circuit Court nominee

fresnobee.com/vida-en-el-valle: Fresno City College’s top grad; Latino
graduation celebration at Fresno State; and, Liga MX playoffs.

THEY SAID • ELLOS DIJERON
Daddy Yankee (HauteLiv-

ing.com): “I’ve achieved every-
thing I could in music, every-

thing I
dreamed of,
and now I
want to move
to another
direction
where I know
I have the
potential to
challenge
myself and
really es-
tablish new

goals in life.” / “He logrado todo
lo que pude en la música, todo
lo que soñé, y ahora quiero
avanzar en otra dirección
donde sé que tengo el po-
tencial para desafiarme a mí
mismo y realmente establecer
nuevas metas en la vida”.
Ángela Aguilar (Twitter):

“Success has many parents but
failure is an orphan.” / “El triun-
fo tiene muchos padres pero el
fracaso es huérfano”.

FELIZ BIRTHDAY!
27: Callie Hernández (May

24, 1995/Jacksonville, Florida)
She made her acting debut in

the 2013
movie ‘Ma-
chete Kills’
and went on
to appear in
movies like
‘Blair Witch’
and ‘Shotgun
Wedding.’
Hernández
played the
cello with
various
bands. / Hizo

su debut actoral en la película
‘Machete Kills’ de 2013 y luego
apareció en películas como
‘Blair Witch’ y ‘Shotgun Wed-
ding’. Hernández tocó el vio-
lonchelo con varias bandas.
May 24: Norma Herrera

(1942), Alfred Molina (1953),
Mark Ballas (1986); May 25:
Juan Manuel Sepúveda Martí-
nez (1975), Alberto del Río
(1977), Brandon Perea (1995);
May 27: Myrka Dellanos (1965),
Paco Álvarez (1975); May 28:
Marco Rubio (1971), Jhonny
Peralta (1982); May 29: Maribel
Guardia (1959), Gabriela Ver-
gara (1974), Eleazar Gómez
(1986), Rafa Pabón (1996),
Luar La May (2000); May 30:
Mónica López (1969),Manny
Ramírez (1972), Carmelo An-
thony (1984)

SPORTS • DEPORTES
Gabriel Flores Jr.
The hometown boxer made

his first ap-
pearance in
Stockton
since 2019
and scored a
knockout 27
seconds into
the first
round over
Derrick Mur-
ray on May
13. The 23-

year-old junior lighweight im-
proved to 22-8 with 8 knock-
outs. / El boxeador local hizo su
primera aparición en Stockton
desde 2019 y anotó un nocaut a
los 27 segundos del primer
asalto sobre Derrick Murray el
13 de mayo. El peso ligero ju-
nior de 23 años mejoró a 22-8
con 8 nocauts.

AT THE MOVIES • EN EL CINE
This weekend/Este fin de

semana: ‘The Little Mermaid,’
‘About My Father,’ ‘Kandahar’

LA MOVIDA

S ylas Ramos has overcome
a childhood of abuse,
bullying and instability.
One of his first memo-

ries was being in a bad car acci-
dent when he was two years old
that almost killed him.
“A lot of unfortunate things

happen, but I didn’t let them
deter me or stop me,” said Ra-
mos. “I realized that what I was
going through at the time and
what I was seeing was not right,
it wasn’t the normal and that I
knew that there was other ways,
better ways to live.”
Going to school and studying

was his escape from the “hell
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Sylas Ramos graduated with a bachelor’s degree in business
administration from Fresno State on May 19.

From abuse, instability
to Fresno State medalist
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