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In Brief
Advanced work begins on 
Halifax health care build

HALIFAX, N.S.
The Province of Nova Scotia has 

reached an agreement with Plenary PCL 
Health to start advanced work on the 
Halifax Infirmary site of the QEII Health 
Sciences Centre in the next few weeks.

The agreement covers initial work 
that needs to be done which includes 
site surveying, blasting preparation and 
construction office setup, to prepare the 
site for the acute care tower, a new facility 
that will have 216 beds, 16 operating 
rooms, an intensive care unit and a new 
emergency department.

Crews will begin work to extend the 
current emergency department, pro-
viding flexibility for patient flow during 
construction. Excavation and the reloca-
tion of mechanical and electrical utilities 
will also be done to prepare the site for 
the building, states the release, adding 
temporary parking options will be cre-
ated so the Robie Street parkade can be 
demolished.

The province is investing $254 mil-
lion in this phase of the project which 
is expected to be completed in early 
2024.

“We are excited and focused on the 
operational and clinical requirements 
that support this significant build,” said 
Dr. Alex Mitchell, vice-president of clin-
ical infrastructure at Nova Scotia Health 
and Build Nova Scotia, in a statement.

“We acknowledge there will be some 
disruption and are working hard with 
our partners to reduce the impact to 
patients, health care workers and the 
communities we serve. Other projects 
coincide with this work including the 
QEII Community Outpatient Centre in 
Bayers Lake. New facilities like this will 
help reduce overall traffic to the Halifax 
Infirmary site as we continue to build 
better health care for Nova Scotians.”
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Agincourt Mall redevelopment goes to site plan 

Bradford promises to shake up city hall to get housing built

TORONTO
North American Development 

Group (NADG) has announced 
further progress on its redevel-
opment plan for Agincourt Mall 
in Toronto, reaching the site plan 
application stage for the 26-acre 
project. 

Toronto City Council last year 
approved a zoning bylaw per-
mitting development of a high-
density, mixed-use community 
with over 4,000 new residential 
units, parks, retail venues, public 
spaces and office uses, stated a 
release. 

Currently, NADG is working 
with the city to secure approval 
of its site plan application for the 
first phase of the project as well as 
the detailed design for the public 
streets and related servicing and 
infrastructure.

Phase one of the redevelop-
ment will include two towers of 
26 and 42 storeys atop a six-stor-
ey podium with retail uses at the 
base of each tower. 

The site is located at the north-

east corner of Kennedy Road and 
Sheppard Avenue near the Agin-
court GO Station. 

The recently redeveloped sta-
tion will offer all-day, two-way 
service as Metrolinx continues its 
capital investment program and 

upgrades its infrastructure with 
new tracks and grade separations.

Future phases of the redevel-
opment will include more retail at 
grade, a supermarket and restau-
rants. Two new parks totalling 3.7 
acres will be deeded to the city. 

The approved plan also 
includes four privately owned 
public spaces and a multi-use 
path offering pedestrian and cycle 
access to the GO station. 

On build-out, the community 
will include 4,300 units ranging 
from one-bedroom to three-bed-
room units in 10 new towers ran-
ging in height from 11 to 43 storeys 
based on podiums, as well as 39 new 
townhouses. The new community 
will offer affordable housing units 
spread throughout the site.

The approved plan also includes 
a child care facility with indoor 
and outdoor space as well as a new 
community meeting place. 

“We’re pleased with our prog-
ress,” said Steve Bishop, NADG’s 
vice-president of development 
services, in a statement. “Our 
original vision of transforming 
Agincourt Mall into a vibrant 
community to live, shop and 
work, is coming to fruition. The 
end result will be a great addition 
to the Agincourt community.”
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Sixth in a series: the Daily Commercial 
News examines the Toronto mayoral byelection 
through the lens of the city’s construction sector 
with a profile story on candidate Brad Bradford.  

Ask Toronto mayoral candidate Brad 
Bradford what’s wrong at city hall and 
he doesn’t mince words. 

Staff inertia, bureaucratic gridlock, policy 
malaise, divisional silos, lack of accountability 
and grandstanding by unserious politicians — 
the list of ills is long, says the former City of 
Toronto urban planner and second-term city 
councillor. 

The youngest of Toronto’s top-six mayoral 
candidates at age 36, Bradford says he trans-

formed into a “frustrated optimist” during his 
three years on staff with the city. 

“I saw a pervasive attitude that whatever 
doesn’t get done today will get done tomor-
row,” said the Hamilton-born candidate.

So he ran for city council in 2018, got elect-
ed and found himself with a new vantage point 
from which to diagnose problems. 

“There’s just too much talk and not enough 
action at city hall. And let’s debate, defer, delay, 
that is holding the city back and running us 
into a state of decline. 

“I am running to be a strong mayor of 
action and to actually tackle the issues that 
make a tangible difference in people’s lives. 
That’s affordability, that’s housing, commun-
ity safety, and unlocking the gridlock that is 
grinding our city to a halt.”

There’s no “silver bullet” to the housing 
crisis, suggests Bradford, saying Toronto needs 
“1,000 points of innovation” to make a dent in 
the affordability crisis.

But Toronto is beset with “status quo polit-
icians who have spent and made entire careers 
opposing housing.”

As chair of Toronto’s planning and hous-
ing committee, Bradford said, he successfully 
orchestrated the recent approval of multiplex-
es in single-family neighbourhoods across the 
city. 

“It’s a new world in Toronto today,” he said. 
As chair, “I’ve done more in five months 

than has been done over the past five years. 
And that’s because we need less talk and more 
action.”

Toronto Mayoral Race 

NADG

On build-out, the Agincourt Mall redevelopment from the North Amer-
ican Development Group will include 4,300 units in 10 new towers 
ranging in height from 11 to 43 storeys as well as 39 new townhouses.
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