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WASHINGTON
President Joe Biden and

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy
will meet in person on Monday
as the government races
against a looming deadline to
raise America’s debt limit be-
fore federal funds potentially
run dry early next month.
The leaders spoke by phone

Sunday as the president re-
turned home on Air Force One
after the Group of Seven sum-
mit in Japan. McCarthy, R-
Calif., told reporters at the
Capitol that the call was “pro-
ductive” and that the on-again,
off-again negotiations would
resume later in the day.
Both sides have said progress

was being made but that they
remain far apart. Biden’s Trea-
sury Department has said it
could run out of cash as soon as
June 1, and U.S. Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen said Sunday,
“I think that that’s a hard dead-
line.”

McCarthy said after his call
with Biden that “I think we can
solve some of these problems if
he understands what we’re
looking at.” The speaker added,
“But I’ve been very clear to him
from the very beginning. We

have to spend less money than
we spent last year.”
The Republican leader said

“there’s no agreement on any-
thing” and that ”we’ve all said
our piece about where we are
and we’re trying to find com-

mon ground to get this done.”
Their conversation followed

an exchange of harsh rhetoric
reflecting the high stakes of the
standoff.
Biden said at a news confer-

ence in Hiroshima that House
Republicans must move off
their “extreme positions” on
the now-stalled talks over rais-
ing the debt limit and that there
would be no agreement to avert
a catastrophic default only on
their terms.
McCarthy said that based on

earlier discussions, “I felt that
we were at a place where we
could agree together that we
would have compromise.” Now,
he said on Fox News Channel’s
“Sunday Morning Futures,”
“the president, even though he
was overseas, thought to
change places.”
Biden made clear before

leaving Japan that “it’s time for
Republicans to accept that
there is no deal to be made
solely, solely, on their partisan
terms.” He said he had done his

Biden, McCarthy to meet
for more debt ceiling talks
BY ZEKEMILLER, JOSH BOAK
AND STEPHEN GROVES
Associated Press
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The National Debt Clock in Times Square in New York showed the
national debt as of Tuesday. President Joe Biden and Congress are
negotiating on a bill to raise the debt ceiling before June 1, when the
U.S. would likely start defaulting on its obligations.

SEE DEBT CEILING, 5A

A man was found dead Friday
morning under the south end of
the Boulevard Road overpass
near Wheeler Avenue, accord-
ing to Washington State Patrol.
Troopers were dispatched to

the scene about 8:15 a.m. Fri-
day.
The man had no identification

on him, but he appears to be
more than 50 years old, Thur-
ston County Coroner Gary War-
nock said Sunday morning.
It was not immediately clear if

the man was struck by a passing
vehicle or died from some other
cause.
His autopsy is scheduled for

Tuesday, Warnock said.
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HIROSHIMA, JAPAN
President Joe Biden unveiled a

$375 million military assistance
package for Ukraine at the Group
of Seven summit on Sunday, the
latest pledge from Washington
of aid that totals $37 billion
since Russia’s war began.
“Ukraine’s ability to defend

itself is essential to being able to
end this war permanently and
through diplomacy,” Biden told
a news conference in Hiroshima
on Sunday. The package in-
cludes ammunition for High
Mobility Artillery Rocket Sys-
tems (HIMARS), antitank weap-
ons, armored vehicles and other
equipment, Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said.
Ukrainian President Volody-

myr Zelenskyy rejected Russia’s
recent claim that it captured
Bakhmut after he had sparked
some confusion when he said
the eastern city was now “only
in our hearts.” Speaking at a
news conference Sunday, Zelen-
skyy clarified his earlier com-
ments: “Bakhmut is not occu-
pied by Russian Federation as of
today. There are no two or three
interpretations of those words.”
Here’s the latest on the war

and its ripple effects across the
globe.

OTHER KEY DEVELOPMENTS
AThe United States will sup-

port a joint effort to train Ukrai-
nian pilots to fly jet fighters,
including the coveted F-16s,
Biden said Sunday, under the
understanding that Kyiv would
not use the jets to escalate the
conflict beyond Ukraine’s bor-
ders.

Biden
announces
$375 million
aid package
to Ukraine
BY MATT VISER, TYLER PAGER,
NIHAMASIH, LEO SANDS
AND BEN BRASCH
Washington Post
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HIROSHIMA, JAPAN
Ukrainian President Volody-

myr Zelenskyy huddled with
some of his biggest backers as
the Group of Seven summit
closed in Hiroshima on Sunday,
building momentum for his
country’s war effort even as
Russia claimed a battlefield

victory that was quickly dis-
puted by Ukraine.
The Ukrainian leader’s in-

person appearance underscored
the centrality of the war for the
G7 bloc of rich democracies. It
also stole much of the limelight
from other priorities, including
security challenges in Asia and
outreach to the developing
world, that the leaders focused
on at the three-day gathering.
Hosting Japanese Prime Min-

ister Fumio Kishida said the
group was committed to
“strong backing for Ukraine
from every possible dimen-
sion.”
Zelenskyy held two major

rounds of meetings Sunday,
one with G7 leaders and a sec-
ond with them and a host of
invited guests including India
and South Korea. He also spoke
one-on-one with several lead-
ers.

Hanging over Sunday’s talks
was the Russian claim that
forces of the Wagner private
army and Russian troops had
seized the Ukrainian city of
Bakhmut. The eight-month
battle for the eastern city – seen
by both sides as a major sym-
bolic prize – has been the long-
est and likely bloodiest of the
war.
Comments by Zelenskyy

earlier in the day suggested that
the Russians had finally taken
the city. But he and other Uk-
rainian officials later cast doubt
on that assessment, with Zelen-
skyy telling reporters that
“Bakhmut is not occupied by

G7 ends as Zelenskyy meets
leaders, Russia claims gains
BY ADAM SCHRECK, FOSTER KLUG
AND ZEKEMILLER
Associated Press
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An overcast morning with a gentle breeze made for cool and comfortable running conditions Sunday when several thousand runners
hit the starting line of the 2023 Capital City Marathon near Sylvester Park in downtown Olympia. Nathan Bay from Wenatchee took the
men’s full marathon title with a time of 2:42:13. The women’s full marathon race was close at the tape, with Rebecca Mann from Seattle
edging out Susan Kiosk from Tacoma with a time of 3:22:00.

THOUSANDS RUN IN CAPITAL CITY MARATHON


