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Bieniemy needed latest
challenge for himself
SPORTS, 1B

HIROSHIMA, Japan – Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy hud-
dled with some of his biggest backers
as the Group of Seven summit closed
in Hiroshima on Sunday, building mo-
mentum for his country’s war eff�ort
even as Russia claimed a battlefi�eld
victory that was quickly disputed by
Ukraine. 

The Ukrainian leader’s in-person
appearance in his trademark olive
drab underscored the centrality of the
war for the G7 bloc of rich democra-
cies. It also stole much of the limelight
from other priorities, including securi-
ty challenges in Asia and outreach to
the developing world, that the leaders
focused on at the three-day gathering. 

Hosting Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida said the group was
committed to “strong backing for Uk-
raine from every possible dimension.” 

Zelenskyy held two major rounds of
meetings Sunday, one with G7 leaders
and a second with them and a host of
invited guests including India and
South Korea. He also spoke one-on-
one with several leaders.

Hanging over Sunday’s talks was
the Russian claim that forces of the
Wagner private army and Russian
troops had seized the Ukrainian city of
Bakhmut. The eight-month battle for
the eastern city – seen by both sides as
a major symbolic prize – has been the
longest and likely bloodiest of the war.

Comments by Zelenskyy earlier in
the day in English suggested that the
Russians had fi�nally taken the city. But
he and other Ukrainian offi�cials later
cast doubt on that assessment, with
Zelenskyy telling reporters in Ukrai-
nian that “Bakhmut is not occupied by 

G7 closes
with
Ukraine
in focus
War looms over other
priorities at summit
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For the fi�rst time in four years, archi-
tectural fans will fi�nally be able to tour
some of Burlington’s fi�nest historic
homes.

Preservation Burlington is off�ering
its homes tour for the fi�rst time since
2019. The COVID-19 pandemic canceled
plans for 2020, and uncertainty regard-
ing the virus carried into 2021 and 2022.
Matt Viens, chairperson of the homes
tour, said homeowners were still reluc-
tant last year to have “300 to 500

strangers” coming into their houses.
That’s not the case this year, so the

tour resumes Saturday, June 10. Six
homes are on the map that will be dis-
tributed to ticket buyers. Here are the
highlights, as described by Viens:

Pomerleau Real Estate/Follett
House

One of the most-iconic buildings of
Burlington, the Greek Revival structure
that now houses Pomerleau Real Estate
is “the most exceptional piece of histori-
cal architecture in Burlington,” accord-
ing to Viens. The structure that looms

on a hill on lower College Street over-
looking Burlington Bay was built in
1840 for shipping magnate Timothy
Follett.

April Cornell home, Hill Section

Burlington resident April Cornell is
world-renowned for her clothing and
interior-décor designs with an empha-
sis on fl�oral and pastel-toned patterns.
Her Colonial Revival, shingle-style
home on South Willard Street in the
city’s Hill Section incorporates the 

Home tours resume for
fi�rst time since pandemic

The Hill Section home of clothing designer April Cornell is part of the 2023 homes tour presented by Preservation
Burlington. PROVIDED BY CAROLYN BATES
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HIROSHIMA, Japan – President Joe
Biden said Sunday that Republicans in
the U.S. House must move off� their “ex-
treme positions” on the now-stalled
talks over raising America’s debt limit
and that there would be no agreement to
avert a catastrophic default only on
their terms.

In an eff�ort to get negotiations back
on track, Biden planned to call U.S.
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, R-
Calif., from Air Force One on the way
back to Washington after a Group of
Seven summit in Japan. World leaders
at the gathering expressed concern

about the dire global ramifi�cations if the
United States were to be unable to meet
its fi�nancial obligations.

“It’s time for Republicans to accept
that there is no bipartisan deal to be
made solely, solely, on their partisan
terms,” Biden said at a closing news
conference before he departed. The
president said he had done his part in
attempting to raise the borrowing limit
so the U.S. government can keep paying
its bills, by agreeing to signifi�cant cuts
in spending. “Now it’s time for the other
side to move from their extreme posi-
tion,” he said.

Biden had been scheduled to travel
from Hiroshima to Papua New Guinea
and Australia, but cut short his trip in
light of the strained negotiations.

“My guess is he’s going to want to 

Biden: GOP must move 
off� ‘extreme positions’

“I think that we can reach an agreement,” President Joe Biden said, though he
added this about Republicans: “I can’t guarantee that they wouldn’t force a
default by doing something outrageous.” EVAN VUCCI/AP FILESee DEBT LIMIT, Page 4A

Says no debt limit deal
solely on ‘partisan terms’
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