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Buffalo Gap athletes 
commit to colleges

SWOOPE — Buff�alo Gap softball
coach Holly Desper started her com-
ments Wednesday about one of her
players, Jasmine Harris, by talking
about the player’s greatest love. 

“The love and passion she has for this
is probably deeper than any love I’ve
ever seen,” Desper said. “You all may be
thinking I’m talking about the love she
has for softball, which she does. But
anyone who really knows Jasmine know
that I am actually talking about her love
for Slim Jims.”

Beef jerky aside, Harris does have a

deep love for softball also. On Wednes-
day, the Gap senior celebrated her com-
mitment to play the sport at Bluefi�eld
University, an NAIA school in Virginia.
Harris will be playing shortstop for the
Rams next year. She said she felt com-
fortable with the school on her visit,

making the decision this past fall.
“It was a super small school,” Harris

said. “I felt like I would get more oppor-
tunities down there. I’ve already made
friends. I just felt like it was the best 

Athlete commitments,
African-American fest

Preston Fitzgerald. center, has committed to play golf and continue his pursuit of academics at Bridgewater College. The
Grace Christian senior is seated between is parents, Michelle and Tim Fitzgerald. PHOTO SUBMITTED BY MICHELLE FITZGERALD
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STAUNTON — Eighteen local non-
profi�t organizations just received a fi�-
nancial boost to do much more good in
the community. The Community
Foundation of the Central Blue Ridge
recently announced a special round of
grants to these local organizations.

The one-time only grants, which
range from $50,000 to $150,000 for a
total of $2.3 million, are intended to
make a meaningful and positive im-
pact on the community, per a press re-
lease. These are made possible by two
donor-advised funds administered by
the Foundation.

“These two funds were created
through the generosity and foresight
of the Clifton Forge Waynesboro
(CFW) Telephone Company,” said Carl
Rosberg, retired President of NTELOS
(formerly CFW). “As we exit the pan-
demic, we are pleased to distribute
what remains in the funds to make a
meaningful immediate and lasting dif-
ference in our community. We are
grateful for the support of the Commu-
nity Foundation in helping us fulfi�ll the
philanthropic intent of these funds.”

The diverse group of recipients
were chosen by several former NTE-
LOS and Lumos Networks executives.
The work of these 18 organizations
ranges from providing health and hu-
man services, addressing food insecu-
rity and homelessness, off�ering edu-
cation and youth development, and
enriching our community through arts
and culture.

“Community foundations naturally
bring together people who care with
causes that matter,” said Dan Layman,
the Community Foundation’s CEO.
“We’re thrilled to have this opportuni-
ty to partner with community leaders
to facilitate grants of this magnitude
and long-term impact.”

The recipients are:
h ARROW Project: To facilitate sus-

tainable growth of mental health ser-
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FISHERSVILLE — Fearing a gun had
been brought onto the campus of Wil-
son Memorial High School by a student,
on Thursday morning students there
were placed on a brief lockdown, the
Augusta County Sheriff�’s Offi�ce said.

At about 9:30 a.m., the sheriff� ’s of-
fi�ce was on a call for service for a med-
ical issue involving a juvenile in the

Stuarts Draft area, a press release
said. Deputies determined the juvenile
and a second juvenile were involved in
a burglary in the Crimora area where a
fi�rearm was stolen.

The sheriff�’s offi�ce said the second
juvenile is a student at Wilson Memo-
rial High School and was in school
Thursday. After the school was
placed on the lockdown, deputies lo-
cated the suspected juvenile.

The fi�rearm that was reportedly sto-
len was not on found school property.

“At no time was the school or the
public in any immediate danger
throughout this incident,” Sheriff�
Donald Smith said in the release.

Miranda Ball, a spokesperson for
Augusta County Public Schools, said
the lockdown lasted 15 minutes and that
students were released at 10:20 a.m.

“We were able to resume teaching
with a regular schedule once the
lockdown was released,” Ball said.
“This situation was isolated to
WMHS and did not impact other

schools in the area.”
Charges are pending against the

juveniles.
The press release from the sher-

iff� ’s offi�ce did not state if a gun was
recovered during the investigation. 

Brad Zinn is the cops, courts and
breaking news reporter at The News
Leader. Have a news tip? Or some-
thing that needs investigating? You can
email reporter Brad Zinn (he/him) at
bzinn@newsleader.com. You can also
follow him on Twitter.
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Crafts and instruments at the 27th
annual African American Heritage
Festival at Gypsy Hill Park in 2015.
LAURA PETERS/THE NEWS LEADER

Jacob Carter has committed to
Roanoke College where he will
continue his wrestling career. The
Buffalo Gap senior won a state title
this past winter.
PATRICK HITE/THE NEWS LEADER


