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Bell: Bieniemy
needed latest
challenge for himself 
SPORTS, 1B

The fi�rst time Rudy Oxendine visited
a dentist, he was in middle school. In

the poor rural communi-
ty he’d grown up in as a
member of the Lumbee
Tribe of North Carolina,
the notion that everyone
was destined to end up
with dentures was pretty
much a given, he said.

Oxendine, who was
raised by his grandfather, was sur-
prised to learn the procedure wasn’t so
bad. At the time, it didn’t occur to him
that becoming a dentist was a possibil-
ity.

“It just was not something we grew
up with – the idea that this was some-
thing we could do,” he said.

This summer, Oxendine, will start
his career in pediatric dentistry after
completing his residency at East Caroli-
na University’s School of Dental Medi-
cine.

That makes him a rarity: According
to the American Dental Education As-
sociation, the number of Native Amer-
ican dental school applicants has plum-
meted from a 2006 high of 92 to just 16
in 2019 and 19 in 2021 – a decline the So-
ciety of American Dentists calls “unac-
ceptable” and that far reduces opportu-
nities for Native American communi-
ties to get care from culturally compe-
tent providers.

“We all know there’s some comfort in
having the person who’s taking care of
you look like you, being someone who
understands your culture,” said Oxen-
dine, a former police offi�cer who lives in
the Greenville area with his wife and
two kids. “You’re going to be more com-
fortable in the chair and more willing to
accept guidance given by that person.”

The shortage was cited in a report re-
leased earlier this year describing the
“disproportionate burden” of oral
health disease faced by American Indi-
ans and Native Alaskans in the U.S.
from childhood onward, a crisis it said
was rooted in structural racism and ex-
acerbated by a lack of access to healthy
food and stable housing.

The report was compiled by Boston
nonprofi�t CareQuest Institute for Oral 

Former police offi�cer 
hopes to diversify dentistry

In the community where Rudy Oxendine grew up in Robeson County, N.C., the notion that everyone was destined to end
up with dentures was pretty much a given, he said. PROVIDED BY GERRY DINCHER

Few Native Americans choose that career path

Marc Ramirez
USA TODAY

See DENTISTRY, Page 2A

Oxendine

ROLLING HILLS, Wyo. – Criminal
cases brought by U.S. wildlife offi�cials
for killing or harming protected bald
and golden eagles dropped sharply in
recent years, even as offi�cials ramped
up issuing permits that will allow wind
energy companies to kill thousands of
eagles without legal consequence.

The falloff� in enforcement of eagle
protection laws – which accelerated in
the Trump administration and has
continued under President Joe Biden –
was revealed in U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service data obtained by The Associ-
ated Press.

It comes amid growing concern that
a proliferation of wind turbines to feed
a growing demand for renewable ener-
gy is jeopardizing golden eagle popula-
tions already believed to be declining
in some areas. 

Dozens of permits approved or
pending would allow roughly 6,000
eagles to be killed in coming decades,
government documents show. Most
permits are for wind farms, and more
than half the killed birds would be
golden eagles.

The AP’s fi�ndings – that signifi�cant
numbers of eagles continue to die
while fewer criminal cases are pursued
– underscore a dilemma facing the Bi-
den administration as it tries to con-
front climate change. Pursuing that
goal through clean power develop-
ment is requiring trade-off�s such as
more dead birds from collisions with
wind turbines that can tower 260 feet
with blade tips spinning in excess of
150 mph.

“They are rolling over backwards for
wind companies,” said Mike Lockhart,
a former U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
biologist. “I think they are killing a hell
of a lot more eagles than they ever an-
ticipated.”

Companies often pledge to perform
conservation work to off�set the
deaths. Some permits include direct
payments for dead eagles – about
$30,000 per bird. Numerous permits
allow the killing of bald eagles with no
compensation required.

See WIND ENERGY, Page 5A

A camera system to detect
approaching eagles is seen atop a
pole at Duke Energy’s Top of the
World wind farm in Rolling Hills, Wyo.
The company can shut down its huge
turbines when eagles approach too
closely. MATTHEW BROWN/AP

Wind turbine
dangers grow;
prosecutions
in eagles’
deaths fall
Matthew Brown and Camille Fassett
ASSOCIATED PRESS

PHOENIX – Alondra Ruiz Vazquez
and her husband were comfortable in
Periwinkle Mobile Home Park for a dec-
ade, feeling lucky to own their mobile
home and pay about $450 a month for
their lot in a city with spiraling rents. 

But now they and dozens of other
families have until May 28 to leave the
Phoenix park, which nearby Grand
Canyon University purchased seven
years ago to build student housing. Two

other mobile home communities are
also being cleared this spring for new
developments in a city where no new
parks have been built in more than 30
years. 

“I’m here, well, because I have no-
where to go,” said Isabel Ramos, who
lives at Periwinkle with her 11-year-old
daughter. “I don’t know what’s going to
happen.” 

The razing of older mobile home
parks across the United States worries
advocates who say bulldozing them
permanently eliminates some of the al-
ready limited housing for the poorest of
the poor. Residents may have to double
up with relatives or live in their cars
amid spiking evictions and homeless-

ness, they warn. 
“Mobile homes are a much bigger

part of our aff�ordable housing stock
than people know,” said Mark Stapp,
who directs Arizona State University’s
master’s degree program in real estate
development. “Once it’s gone, a lot of
people will have no place to go.”

A recent survey by the National Low
Income Housing Coalition showed a
U.S.-wide shortage of 7.3 million af-
fordable rental homes for extremely
low-income renters, defi�ned in Arizona
as a a three-member household making
$28,850 or less.

Industry groups estimate that more 

Low-income tenants short on options 

See HOUSING CRISIS, Page 6A

Razing mobile parks
adds to housing crisis 

Anita Snow
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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