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BY HARRISON EPSTEIN
Daily Herald

The school itself was a little 
nontraditional. Everything was 
in one open space with the li-
brary in the center of the room 
and di� erent classes around the 
sides. LaDell Gillman did his best 
to speak loud enough that his 
fi fth grade class could hear over 
the sounds of their second grade 
neighbors.

“I feel sorry, to this day, for 
that poor second grade teacher 
because she, you know, it was 
hard for her to teach with every-
thing that was going on,” Gillman 
said.

The year was 1972 and the now 
92-year-old Gillman was among 
the inaugural group of teachers 
at Orem Elementary School. The 
school held a celebration Thurs-

day to recognize its 50th anniver-
sary with a choral performance, 
food trucks, bounce houses and a 
literal walk through memory lane.

As people entered the build-

ing through the main doors, they 
were led from the present further 
into the past. First were drawings 
and pictures from current stu-
dents, most wishing a “Happy 

50th birthday” to the school.
Then came the brick hallway 

plastered with group sta�  pho-
tos from the past decades and 
tables with OES T-shirts and 
hoodies donated by parents and 
both current and former teachers. 
Then came the physical history — 
scrapbooks and yearbooks going 
back to the school’s inaugural 
year.

One former student, now past 
60, came up to Gillman to say 
hello and introduce his family to 
the former teacher.

“(He) put his arm around me 
and said how much of a di� er-
ence I had made in his life and 
how much he loved me — he may 
have been fl attering me a little 
bit,” Gillman said.

BY SARAH HUNT
Daily Herald

Graduation season has 
returned with many Utah 
County students celebrating 
the end of their high school 
years. Combined, 25 schools 
have seniors moving on to 
their next adventure. The to-
tal number of graduates will 
most likely be released by 
the state Board of Education 
in the fall.

Provo City School 
District

The fi rst area gradua-
tion was held Saturday as 
Timpview High School’s cer-
emony was held in the Utah 
Valley Convention Center in 
Provo.

Provo High School’s grad-

uation will take place at 6 
p.m. — attendees are asked 
to be seated by 5:45 p.m. — 
on Wednesday at the UCCU 
Event Center on Utah Valley 
University’s campus in Orem. 
Independence High School’s 
graduation ceremony will be 
held at the school, beginning 
at 7 p.m. on Thursday.

Nebo School District
The fi rst of Nebo School 

District’s seven gradua-
tions will be Landmark High 
School’s ceremony at 11 a.m. 
today at the Spanish Fork 
Fairgrounds. The Nebo On-
line School graduation will 
be held at 2 p.m. in the Salem 
Hills High School auditorium.

On Tuesday and Wednes-
day, the district’s fi ve schools 
will all hold ceremonies at the 

UCCU Event Center. Tuesday 
will start with Payson High 
School’s graduates at 10 a.m., 
followed by Salem Hills High 
School at 2 p.m. and Spanish 
Fork High School at 6 p.m.

On Wednesday will be 
Springville High School’s 
graduation ceremony at 10 
a.m. and Maple Mountain 
High School at 2 p.m.

Alpine School District
The largest in the county, 

Alpine School District has 
14 specialty and traditional 
high school graduation cere-
monies schedule throughout 
the week. The Dan Peterson 
School will host its ceremony 
on Tuesday at 1 p.m. in their 
school’s gymnasium while 
the Alpine Transition and 
Education Center (ATEC) 

graduation will be held in the 
American Fork High School 
auditorium at 4 p.m.

On Wednesday, Polaris 
High School students will 
graduate at 1 p.m. in the 

Mountain View High School 
Auditorium before Summit 
High School’s ceremony at 4 
p.m.

Seven of the district’s 10 
traditional high schools will 
hold their ceremonies on 
Thursday. At the UCCU Cen-
ter will be Mountain View 
High School (8:30 a.m.), Lehi 
High School (noon), Tim-
panogos High School (3:30 
p.m.) and Orem High School 
(7 p.m.).

The Marriott Center at 
Brigham Young University 
will host the ceremonies 
of Skyridge High School (9 
a.m.), Pleasant Grove High 
School (12:30 p.m.) and Cedar 
Valley High School (4 p.m.).

The Marriott Center will 
host the graduations of Lone 
Peak High School (9 a.m.), 
Westlake High School (noon) 
and American Fork High 
School (3 p.m.) on Friday to 
conclude festivities for the 
week.

BY SHARON JOHNSON
Associated Press

ATLANTA — On the weekend in 
March when Brittany Glover would 
have turned 34, her mother stood on 
the same busy road in Atlanta where 
her daughter died six months ear-
lier.

Glover, a fl ight attendant with 
a passion for clothes, was com-
ing from an entertainment venue 
during the early morning of Sept. 19. 
She had lived in Atlanta for only 48 
hours when she was hit by a driver 
while crossing Donald Lee Hollowell 
Parkway, which elected o�  cials and 
activists call one of the most dan-
gerous streets in the city. The driver 
fl ed and hasn’t been identifi ed.

“Brittany didn’t have to die,” her 
mother Valerie Handy-Carey said, 
surrounded by friends and support-
ers as speeding cars whizzed by. At-
lanta, she said, needs to do more to 
protect pedestrians and cyclists.

She’s far from alone in her call to 
action.

With pedestrian deaths in the 
U.S. at their highest in four decades, 
citizens across the nation are urging 
lawmakers to break from transpor-
tation spending focused on car cul-
ture. From Salt Lake City to Char-
lotte, North Carolina, frustrated 
residents are pushing for increased 
funding for public transportation 
and improvements that make it 
safer to travel by bike or on foot.

“We already hit the point of di-
minishing returns,” said Roby Gre-
enwald, a public health professor 
at Georgia State University. “We’re 
going to have to examine other 
transportation modes that make 
that easier or else we’re just going to 
have to deal with increased conges-
tion, increased tra�  c fatalities and 
increased air pollution emissions.”

Nationwide, the number of pe-
destrians killed in 2022 rose 13%, 
and cyclist fatalities were up 2% for 
the year, according to the National 
Highway Tra�  c Safety Adminis-
tration.

NIFTY FIFTY

Utah County graduation schedule set

Push for 
transit and 
walkable 
communities 
growing
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ABOVE: Attendees of Orem Elementary School’s 50th birthday celebration walk through a hallway of past sta�  photos and other memorabilia on Thursday. 
BELOW: The Gibson family looks through past yearbooks and scrapbooks during Orem Elementary School’s 50th birthday celebration on Thursday.
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A soon-to-be graduate sports a patch on his graduation cap 
during Provo High School’s graduation ceremony held on May 20, 
2019, at the UCCU Center in Orem.

Orem Elementary celebrates 50th birthday with look to the past
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