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ENGLISH CHAMPIONS 
Man City lift league title 
after beating Chelsea
SPORT/P22-23

PRODUCTION BOOST
Adnoc Drilling to focus 
on unconventional fields 
BUSINESS/P14

CYCLONE AFTERMATH
Rohingya ‘dig graves with 
own hands’ in Myanmar
NEWS/P7

DAMIEN McELROY
For the swing countries, 
all geopolitics is local
OPINION/P11

The G7 summit in Japan ended 
with its leaders “more united, 
more resolved and more de-
termined” to face the world’s 
challenges, US President Joe 
Biden said yesterday.

Speaking after the three-day 
meeting in Hiroshima, Mr 
Biden emphasised his support 
for Ukraine and condemned 
Russia over its invasion.

He said the US would begin 
training Ukrainian pilots to fly 
F-16 fighter jets, a move that 
could help Kyiv to curb Rus-
sia’s aerial advantage.

“The meetings I’ve had with 
my fellow G7 leaders have left 

us more united, more resolved 
and more determined to set 
up for the greater progress  
in the months ahead,” Mr 
Biden said.

The summit was “extremely 
significant and important”,  
he said.

That was emphasised by his 
announcement of a new round 
of financial support for a small 
modular reactor project in 
Romania, supported by the 
Emirates through the US-UAE 
Partnership for Accelerating  
Clean Energy.

John Kerry, the US special 
presidential envoy for cli-
mate, said on Twitter he was 
“delighted” by the support of 

the UAE, as well as Japan and 
South Korea. “Nuclear energy 
is clean energy,” Mr Kerry said.

Mr Biden also pledged a fur-
ther $375 million in military 
aid to Ukraine following talks 
with the country’s President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

The G7 “reaffirmed our 
shared and unwavering com-
mitment to stand with the 
brave people in Ukraine”,  
Mr Biden said.

He called on Moscow to end 
the conflict “by withdrawing 
its troops from Ukraine’s in-
ternationally recognised bor-
ders and ceasing its assault”.

As Kyiv prepares to launch 
a counter-offensive, Mr Zel-

enskyy has been buoyed by 
the pledge of F-16 training for 
Ukrainian pilots.

The US will allow its western 
allies to send the jets to Kyiv.

Japanese Prime Minister Fu-
mio Kishida, chairman of the 
summit, praised the solidarity 
shown by the G7 nations.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron had said the summit 
was an opportunity for the 
bloc to convince emerging 
nations including India and 
Brazil to join the push to end  
the conflict.

Mr Macron called the visit by 
Mr Zelenskyy, who landed in

G7 more united and determined to tackle 
global challenges after summit, Biden says 
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Novelist Zahran Alqasmi has 
become the first Omani to  
win the International Prize for 
Arabic Fiction.

He earned the prize for his 
fourth novel, The Water Divin-
er, with his win announced 
yesterday at a ceremony in  
Abu Dhabi.

Alqasmi will receive the 
$50,000 prize, as well as fund-
ing for an English translation 
of his book.

Published in 2021, The Wa-

ter Diviner follows the life of 
an enigmatic and mystical 
man employed by Omani vil-
lages to track the ebb and flow  
of rivers.

Haunted by the deaths of 
his parents, the man faces  
his fears as he fights for his  
life after becoming stuck in a 
water channel.

Moroccan author Moham-
med Achaari, the 2011 IPAF 
winner and chairman of this 
year’s judging panel, said Alqa-
smi’s novel was a “new subject 
in modern fiction: water and 

its impact on the natural en-
vironment” and the lives of 
those in hostile regions.

“Blurring the boundaries of 
reality and myth, the novel’s 
precise structure and sensitive 
poetic language are the con-
duit for compelling characters 
like the water diviner, who 
plays an essential role in peo-
ple’s lives, yet simultaneously 
inspires their fear and revul-
sion,” Achaari said.

Prof Yasir Suleiman, chair-
man of the award’s board of 
trustees, praised Alqasmi’s 

prose and use of Omani collo-
quialisms in his work.

“Suffused with the local ca-
dences, the novel charms the 
reader with its narrative flow 
and poetic impulse,” Prof Su-
leiman said.

The Water Diviner was one of 
six novels shortlisted for the 
prize, including The Highest 
Part of the Horizon by Saudi 
author Fatima Abdulhamid. 
Her book was published in  
the UAE.

All shortlisted authors are to 
receive a $10,000 prize.

Zahran Alqasmi wins International Prize for Arabic Fiction
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Sheikh Khaled arrives in Malaysia

Artillery fire and air strikes 
shook Sudanese cities includ-
ing Khartoum yesterday, hours 
after representatives of the 
country’s army and the para-
military Rapid Support Forces 
agreed to a seven-day ceasefire.

Violence was reported in the 
capital and the nearby cities of 
Omdurman and Bahri.

It lasted several hours before 
dying down, residents said.

The ceasefire deal, negotiat-
ed in Jeddah, is to come into ef-
fect today and will be enforced 
by a “monitoring mechanism”, 
a statement from Saudi Arabia 
and the US said.

The agreement also allows 
for the delivery of humanitar-
ian aid to millions trapped by 
the fighting.

Several ceasefire deals have 
been announced since the 
conflict erupted on April 15, 
but all have so far collapsed 
in a matter of hours, or some-
times minutes.

The truce brokered in Jed-
dah may have a better chance 
of holding because it followed 
more than a week of negotia-
tions in the Saudi city.

It is also the first to be moni-
tored by a third party.

“Your armed forces announc-
es its commitment to the text 
of the agreement and hopes 
that the mutinous militia fol-
lows suit,” the army said.

Military authorities empha-
sised their “appreciation” for 
mediation efforts by Saudi Ara-
bia and the US.

But tension remains high in 
Sudan after army chief Gen 
Abdel Fattah Al Burhan took 
a series of steps that may  
have deepened his dispute  
with RSF commander Gen Mo-
hamed Dagalo.

Gen Al Burhan has sacked 

Gen Dagalo as deputy leader 
of the Transitional Sovereignty 
Council and ordered the RSF 
to disband.

Gen Al Burhan has also dis-
missed senior army officers 
seconded to the paramilitary 
group after they failed to re-
turn to the military and issued 
an order to freeze the assets of 
the RSF and companies linked 
to it.

The violence has forced more 
than one million Sudanese to 
flee their homes, with many 
seeking refuge elsewhere in 
the country or in neighbour-
ing countries including Egypt, 
Chad and Ethiopia. 

More than 700 people have 
been killed since the fighting 
began, the World Health Or-
ganisation said.

The true death toll is believed 
to be much higher, activists in 
the country said.

Those left behind in Khar-
toum face a daily struggle with 
shortages of food, water and 
electricity. Healthcare services 
have all but ceased. 

There have been reports of 
looting at homes, shops, banks 
and food warehouses operated 
by aid agencies.

The Forces of Freedom and 
Change, a major pro-democ-
racy coalition in Sudan that 
once worked with the military 
as part of a transitional gov-
ernment, welcomed the latest  
ceasefire agreement.

It said it hoped the deal would 
“be another step forward on 
the way to a comprehensive 
end to this cursed war”.

The civilian-military transi-
tional government was formed 
in August 2019, months after 
mass protests led to the remov-
al of long-time president Omar 
Al Bashir from power.

The army and RSF were in-
volved in the move to topple Al 
Bashir’s government.
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 ▶ Tension high after army and RSF 
agree to seven-day pause in conflict
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Sheikh Khaled bin Mohamed, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, is received by Prince Hassanal Ibrahim, Crown Prince of Pahang, after 
arriving in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, for an official visit. Report, page 5 Hamad Al Kaabi / Ministry of Presidential Affairs


