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G7 promises
long-term
Kyiv support
ZELENSKY DENIES FALL OF BAKHMUT,
MILITARY CITES FIERCE FIGHTING
HIROSHIMA

L eaders of the world’s
richest democracies said
yesterday they would
not back down from
supporting Ukraine, in a

warning to Vladimir Putin as he
claimed to have taken the east-
ern city of Bakhmut, something
Kyiv denied.
The Group of Seven (G7)

summit in the Japanese city
of Hiroshima was electrified
this weekend by the arrival of
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky, who arrived on
a French government plane
to canvass for greater support
against Russia’s invasion.
Zelensky told reporters on

the sidelines of the summit
that the battered eastern city
of Bakhmut was destroyed.
“It is tragedy,” Zelensky said.
“There is nothing on this place”
— what remained was “a lot of
dead Russians.” There was con-
fusion overwhether he had been
asked if the citywas still inKyiv’s
hands or Russian forces had
taken Bakhmut, but a Zelensky
spokesperson said thecomments
were a denial the city had fallen.
During the final day of the

three-day G7 summit, US Pres-

ident Joe Biden announced a
$375 million package of mili-
tary aid for Ukraine. He told
Zelensky the US was doing all
it could to strengthen Ukraine’s
defence. “Together with the en-
tire G7 we have Ukraine’s back
and I promise we’re not going
anywhere,” Biden said. Other
leaders — Japan, Germany, Brit-
ain, France, Italy and Canada —
echoed Biden’s sentiments
Meanwhile Ukrainian officials

said fierce fighting was ongoing.
Deputy Defence Minister Hanna
Malyar evenwent so far as to say
that Ukrainian troops “took the
city in a semi-encirclement.”
“The enemy failed to sur-

round Bakhmut, and they lost
part of the dominant heights
around the city,” Malyar said.

—Agencies
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HowDubai changed
a single mum’s life

DUBAI

Arati Rai had to drop out
of school when an ac-
cident rendered her

father too weak to work. She
got married soon after and
had a baby girl. However, the
marriage didn’t last and the
couple separated seven days
after the baby was born.
A singlemum at 16, Rai had

no choice but to start work-
ing. It fell on the teenager to
support her parents, siblings
and now, a daughter.
“I started working in con-

struction sites, doing various
works, for the income of the
house,” Rai said.

Trying her luck abroad
When her daughter turned

three, Rai decided to try her
luck at going abroad for a job
thatwould paymore. Through
an agent, she applied to join
the UAE-based EFS Facilities
Management Services Group

as a housekeeping attendant.
She was 19.
After working for a couple

of years as a team leader, Rai’s
superiors told her to come in
to interview for a receptionist
role. “And [at] that time I didn’t
know, what [a] receptionist is
and how they work. And, be-
cause I studied till Grade 8 only
I didn’t know how to use the
computer,” she said.
Rai beat all odds and was

selected for the job. She un-
derwent training for nearly
six months in Abu Dhabi and
later in Dubai, after which she
managed the reception for a
while. This was a stepping-
stone to the role that Rai cur-
rently holds as personal assis-
tant to the Group CEO of EFS.
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At 16, Nepali expat
Arati was a school
dropout and family’s
sole breadwinner

BYDONACHERIAN
Assistant Online Editor

UAE airlines on hiring overdrive

DUBAI

Fuelled by the soaring travel
demands from passengers,
UAE and regional airlines

are rapidly expanding their
services, leading to a surge in
hiring activity — especially

for cabin crew. Aviation train-
ing colleges are witnessing a
remarkable spike in demand,
with some independent insti-
tutes reporting a 40 per cent
increase in registrations for IA-
TA-certified cabin crew learn-
ing programmes since Q1 of the
previous year.
“Be it national, legacy, low

cost, or small airlines, almost all
of them are on a hiring spree,”
said Mark Kammer, Operations
Director at Dynamic Advanced
Training at the Mohammad

Bin Rashid Aerospace Hub.
“Middle East is one of the fast-
est growing aviation markets
in the world, with the regional
fleet predicted to expand by 5.1
per cent annually over the next
decade,” he added.
Emirates is organising re-

cruitment roadshows in over 50
countries in preparation for the
upcoming travel season.Etihad,
flydubai, Wizz Air Abu Dhabi,
and Air Arabia in the UAE are
also on a recruitment spree.
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Cabin crew training
programmes see40%
spike in enrolments

BYDHANUSHAGOKULAN
Chief Reporter
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■ Manchester City’s Ilkay Gundogan lifts the trophy as he celebrates with teammates
after winning the Premier League. The team celebrated their title triumph with a 1-0 win
against Chelsea yesterday. SEEALSOP15

MAN CITY CELEBRATE TITLE GLORY WITH WIN OVER CHELSEA

■ Arati Rai

Together with the
entire G7 we have
Ukraine’s back and
I promise we’re not
going anywhere.”

JoeBiden
|US president


