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BY GABE MYERS
GMYERS@VICAD.COM

PORT O’CONNOR — More than
250 veterans set sail from Port O’Con-
nor Saturday morning for the annu-
al fishing competition at Warrior’s
Weekend.

While they were competing to see
who can catch the biggest fish of the
weekend, the larger purpose of the
weekend was already fulfilled. The
weekend’s organizer Ron Kocian
set out years ago to make Warrior’s
Weekend a time and a place where
combat veterans felt welcomed and
felt like they mattered.

“They appreciate the fact that
someone cares. The worst thing you
can do to a veteran is forget them,”
Kocian said. “A lot of people have
lost interest because they said the
war is over, but the war is never over
for these guys.”

The love that is shown at Warrior’s
Weekend is a big reason why so many

Warrior’s Weekend gives veterans feelings of comradery

GABE MYERS/GMYERS@VICAD.COM

Dereemus Roney looks on while volunteers weigh and measure the fish Bulmer
returned to shore in Port O’Connor on Saturday.

BY KYLE R. COTTON
KCOTTON@VICAD.COM

For 15 years, Warrior’s
Weekend has featured its
Field of Honor at Parkway
Church, where flags honor-
ing living and deceased veter-
ans stood Friday afternoon.

This year, more than 300
combat veterans from the
Iraq and Afghanistan wars
from around the country
were honored with flags with
their names on them.

Since January, the War-

Veterans welcomed, honored
with Field of Honor ceremony

DUY VU/DVU@VICAD.COM

Veterans look out on a hill on the Field of Honor during Warrior’s
Weekend XVII Friday in Victoria.

WARRIOR’S WEEKND

‘War is never over for these guys’

BY CHASE COFIELD
CCOFIELD@VICAD.COM

G
athered together next to an Exx-
on gas station off U.S. 77, dozens
of people paid their respects Sat-
urday afternoon to the 19 immi-

grants who died inside a tractor-trailer
20 years ago near Victoria.

This year marks the 20th anniversa-
ry of one of the deadliest cases of hu-
man-smuggling in U.S history. The 70
smuggled immigrants were packed in-
side a tractor-trailer coming from the
Mexico border heading to Houston.
These immigrants traveled from Mexico,
Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua and
the Dominican Republic.

The conditions inside the truck became
fatal as the temperature rose and heat be-

came sweltering. The driver abandoned
the tractor-trailer south of Victoria at
the site where the memorial service is
held annually. The heat inside the trailer
became deadly as 19 of the 70 people died
from dehydration, heat exhaustion and
suffocation.

Since then, a memorial has been placed
at the site off U.S. 77 and Fleming Prairie
Road honoring the victims. Family mem-
bers of the deceased pay their respect
to their loved ones there. Strangers also
stop by to pay their respect and to leave
items including children’s toys, bottles
of water and white crosses draped with
flowers marked with the names of the

IMMIGRANT MEMORIAL

Memorial service honors 19 immigrants who died 20 years ago

PHOTOS BY CHASE COFIELD/CCOFIELD@VICAD.COM

Bottles of water, flowers, and toys are left in memory of the 19 immigrants who died in 2003 near Victoria.

Memorial service attendees observe Mass at the
memorial service led the Rev. Parmenio Flores
Saturday near Victoria.
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BY LEO BERTUCCI
LBERTUCCI@VICAD.COM

Victoria County officials will hear the
results of an appraisal of the Victoria
Public Library on Monday, but residents
can read the report prior to the 10 a.m.

meeting.
The value of the

library is $3.36 mil-
lion, according to ap-
praisers from Hous-
ton-based Valbridge
Property Advisors.
The report, complet-
ed April 26, described
the condition and con-
struction quality of the
49-year-old building as
“average.”

Appraisers from
Valbridge based their
property assessment
of the library on recent

sales of buildings similar to the library.
In the appraisal report, five other proper-
ties in Texas were considered as compa-
rable to the library.

Valbridge and Victoria County Engi-
neer John Johnston also estimated the
library’s “immediate needs” — repairing
the parking lot and sealing roof leaks —
would cost $95,000.

“The parking lot is in disrepair and
should be resurfaced,” Valbridge said in
its report. “In addition, there are several
small roof leaks. While the leaks have
not noticeably damaged the ceiling, the
library staff is aware of them and places
buckets under them when it rains.”

Though the library building is near-
ly 50 years old, the Valbridge appraisers
stated the facility’s effective age, which
accounts for the current condition of the
structure, is half its actual age. The build-
ing has 30 more years of “economic life,”
the appraisers said.

Also on Monday’s agenda, the commis-
sioners will consider approving an agree-
ment with Victoria-based Elite Engineer-
ing for services at the former Guadalupe
Elementary building, which the county
purchased from the Victoria Independent
School District in April.

GOVERNMENT

Commissioners
to receive new
appraisal report
for library

IF YOU GO
■ WHAT:
Victoria County
Commissioners
Court meeting
■ WHEN: 10 a.m.
Monday
■ WHERE:
Victoria County
Courthouse, 115 N.
Bridge St., Room
241, on the second
floor


