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AUSTIN — House and Senate budget negotiators
have tentatively adopted language that would bar
state funds from being used to pay the $3.3 million
whistleblower lawsuit settlement reached by Attorney
General Ken Paxton and former aides.

The settlement agreement, reached in February as
Paxton was beginning his third term, has been a linger-
ing backstory to the 2023 legislative session as many
several key leaders from both political parties ex-
pressed misgivings about using taxpayers’ money to
put to rest allegations of wrongdoing by the Republi-
can attorney general.

With the session drawing close to its May 29 end
date, budget writers are under the gun to put the fi�n-
ishing touches on the $308 billion spending plan to
fund state operations for the two-year cycle that starts
Sept. 1.

A provision in the budget agreed to by House and
Senate members, commonly called a rider, would pro-
hibit the Offi�ce of the Attorney General from using “any
appropriated funds for the purposes of a settlement or
judgment relating to lawsuits or claims.”

It remains unclear when the House-Senate confer-
ence committee will complete its work and send the
fi�nal document to both chambers for fi�nal adoption.

And because the document remains a work in pro-
gress, language in the working draft is subject to
change before lawmakers sign off� on it.

The lawsuit by four former employees against
Paxton was fi�led in November 2020 about a month
after eight top aides accused the attorney general of
abusing his offi�ce and of bribery. Those aides were
fi�red or have resigned.

Before the settlement was announced, Paxton 

State funds barred from
whistleblower settlement

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton.
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A new United Supermarket at 2720 Southwest
Parkway will open to the public at 6 a.m. Wednesday,
but that will be preceded by a ribbon-cutting for in-
vited guests only Tuesday morning. Top United offi�-
cials will meet with local dignitaries for that event.

The new location is a rehabbed former supermarket
at Kemp Boulevard and Southwest Parkway. The com-

pany said it will employ about 200 full and part-time
workers.

The building was initially a Skaggs - Albertson's
supermarket and later became an Albertson's. It fell
on hard times after it became a Cash Saver supermar-
ket that closed in 2014 because of tax delinquencies.

United, which is now owned by Albertson's, is
based in Lubbock and will have four stores in Wichita
Falls with the opening of the new location.

New United set to
open Wednesday

The soon-to-be United Supermarket at the corner of Southwest Parkway and Kemp Blvd in Wichita Falls.
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Live at the Lake returns to the Priddy Pavilion at
the Wichita Falls Museum of Art at MSU Texas at 6
p.m. Thursday.

The Kelly Jackson Band will perform acoustic
classic rock, country, blues and folk music.

Visitors are encouraged to bring chairs, blankets
and drinks. Alcohol is allowed, but is limited to beer
and wine. 

Recommended donation is $10 at the door.
The museum will also have sidewalk chalk on

hand for the public to draw their own artwork.
The second Live at the Lake will be at 6 p.m. June

15 with the GTop Band. The last performers of the
season will be the James Cook Band on Sept. 7.

The museum is located at 2 Eureka Circle at Sikes
lake.

Live at the Lake returns to MSU this month.
COURTESY MIDWESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY
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Lynda Gonzalez became a fi�rst-generation college
graduate from Midwestern State University on May
13 at Kay Yeager Coliseum. 

She received a bachelor’s degree in respiratory
care from the Robert D. and Carol Gunn College of
Health Sciences and Human Services. 

Inspired by family and a neighbor who was like a
second mother, Gonzalez is the fi�rst from either side
of her family to graduate from college.

For her, it’s a promise kept as she realizes her
dream and reaches a goal her family had for her.

“Growing up, my dad had always told me that the
only thing he wanted from his daughters was obtain-
ing a degree,” Gonzalez said. 

“I know that achieving this dream goal was a
proud moment because I kept my promise in doing
so. I hope I am able to inspire other diverse communi-
ties that it is possible to achieve a dream goal with the
constant push we give ourselves and those who sup-
port us,” she said. 

First-generation
MSU grad fi�nds
inspiration, support
to fi�nish degree
Any Newberry
MSU Texas
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