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Dennis Quaid, Matthew
McConaughey, OwenWilson
and Woody Harrelson are
among the high-profile Texas
actors that want you to know
supporting filmmaking in the

Lone Star state will keep money
in Texas — and out of California.
The Texas-born actors filmed

a PSA for the Good for Texas
campaign in support of the
Texas film incentive programs.
“Texas used to have a great

incentive program that brought
hundreds of great movies and
shows,” Houston-born Quaid

said.
“And hundreds of millions of

dollars to the Lone Star State,”
Midland-born Harrelson said.
“Unfortunately over the years

the funding became less and
less,” Dallas native Wilson said.
“Because some people were

led to believe that that money
was only going into the pockets

of big wig Cali-
fornia movie
producers and
high-priced Hol-
lywood actors,”
Top Gun: Maver-
ick actor Glen
Powell, from
Austin, said.
Several bills

incentivizing
film production were filed this
legislative session to attract
movies, television and other
projects to Texas.
In the Good for Texas ad,

Harrelson said promoting film-
making in Texas would create
jobs in the state and benefit the
economy from production staff
to area restaurants and hotels.
One bill, HB 3600, proposed

Texas-born movie
stars voice support
for film incentive bill
BY MEGAN CARDONA
mcardona@star-telegram.com
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McConaughey

The number of available
houses in Fort Worth is double
what it was last year, and prices
are down from pandemic highs.
But, because of higher interest

rates, sales have failed to pick
up.
“The key difference affecting

our market from spring of 2022
to spring of 2023 is mortgage
rates,” said Bart Calahan, 2023
President of the Greater Fort
Worth Association of Realtors.
In an effort to curb inflation,

the Federal Reserve has raised
interest rates 10 straight times
— a total of 5 percentage points
— since March 2022.
On May 18, the average in-

terest rate for a 30-year fixed
rate mortgage was 6.39%, ac-
cording to the St. Louis Fed.
In Fort Worth. the median

home price in April was
$336,250, a 5.3% drop from this
time last year and a 1.9% jump
from March 2023, according to
a housing report from the
Greater Fort Worth Association
of Realtors.
The Fort Worth housing mar-

ket had 2 months of inventory in
April, which is more than double
the 0.9 months of inventory a
year ago. But it’s still a far cry
from a balanced market, which
is 6.5 months, according to the
Texas Real Estate Research
Center at Texas A&M Universi-
ty.
Despite the lower prices and

increased number of options,
closed sales were down 9%
from this time last year.
Furthermore, houses were on

the market for an average of 52
days in April 2023, 33 more days
than in April 2022.

Jess Hardin: @jesslhardin

Inventory
up, but
interest
rates drag
down home
sales
BY JESS HARDIN
jhardin@star-telegram.com

said Chancellor John Sharp.
“This is a gamechanger for
everyone involved.”
The Law and Education

Building will also house courses

Texas A&M will begin con-
struction in June on an eight-
story, $150 million Law and
Education Building that will
anchor its new downtown Fort
Worth campus.
The university system’s

board of regents on Thursday
unanimously approved con-
struction details for the project,
which is widely seen as one of
the most significant catalysts
for downtown development and
the city’s economy in gener-
ations.
The tower will be the first of

three high-rise buildings that
are part of a new research cam-
pus along Commerce Street
across from the Water Gardens,
near the convention center.
Funding is coming from the
university, the city, Tarrant
County and private contrib-
utors.
“Our goal is to spur business

and job growth in one of the
nation’s fastest-growing cities
and throughout North Texas,”

in engineering, health care,
nursing and other subjects
offered by Texas A&M Uni-
versity, Texas A&M Health,
and Tarleton State University,

according to a statement from
Texas A&M.
The campus, built on what

Texas A&M

Texas A&M will begin construction in June on an eight-story, $150 million Law and Education Building,
bottom middle, that will anchor its new downtown Fort Worth campus.

Construction of Texas A&M’s
8-story building to begin in June
BY MATT LECLERCQ
mleclercq@star-telegram.com
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Members of the Worth
Heights Neighborhood Associ-
ation believe it has come a long
way since its establishment in

1998.
While they continue to work

on several efforts to improve
their south Fort Worth neigh-
borhood, they are proud of their
community, nonetheless.
“We’ve done a lot of beautiful

things and a lot of people don’t

know, don’t realize that,” said
Joe Guerrero, president of the
Worth Heights Neighborhood
Association. “I’m glad I’m part
of the family here.”
According to the association,

their purpose is to “provide an
organized framework to pro-

mote, preserve, and enhance the
quality of life and value in the
Worth Heights Neighborhood.”
Community members gath-

ered Saturday at the Victory
Forest Community Center to
celebrate the 25th anniversary
of the association.
The community center where

the celebration was held was
made possible with help and
persistence from association
members.
“The organization was in-

strumental in making sure that
we had this community center

here,” said Rosemary Galdiano,
a member of the association. “I
mean, just look at the activity
going on and there’s another
event next door. It just wouldn’t
be possible.”
Since its establishment, the

organization has also helped in
installing traffic lights and stop
signs, building safe sidewalks to
local schools, hosting health
fairs, bringing in funding to
revamp older areas of the neigh-
borhood, and donating school

Worth Heights association
celebrates 25 years
BY NICOLE LOPEZ
nlopez@star-telegram.com
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