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INSIDE

A Port Arthur man has been
indicted after police say he at-
tempted to rob a Walgreens
pharmacy of controlled sub-
stances.

The 35-year-old was indicted
by a Jefferson County Grand Ju-
ry in late April on robbery
charges.

Around 9:30 a.m. on Feb. 20
Port Arthur police received the
report of a robbery at a Wal-
greens Pharmacy in the 3700

block of Farm Road 365.
A man wearing two face

masks, blue scrubs and a hospi-
tal blanket wrapped around
him showed a note with the
words, “No alarms, no nothing
or I’ll kill everyone,” and listing
the controlled substances he

wanted, according to a police re-
port from thePortArthurPolice
Department.

He then left the scene on foot,
heading north, according to the
police report, and the property
he attempted to steal was recov-
ered.

An investigation revealed
that a local hospital had released
a “combative patient” matching
the man’s description that
morning, the report said andpo-
lice records showed officers had
already encountered him twice
that morning.

PORT ARTHUR

Man indicted afterWalgreens robbery
By Megan Zapalac
STAFF WRITER

Massachusetts native Julie
O’Malley, who took over as Execu-
tive Director of Mental Health
America of Southeast Texas on
May 1, never expected to move to
Texas.

“Originally, I thought I would
move closer to home as I got older,
but I seem to be moving further
away from Massachusetts,” she
said.

Ironically, decadesago, sheanda
friend enrolled in equine studies at
the University of Massachusetts
and talked about heading to Texas,

as they shared a love of horses and
wanted to find a place to pursue
that passion.

That move never happened.
“She backed out, and I wasn’t

going to Texas by myself,” O’Mal-
ley said.

But years later, husband Jeff
O’Malley reignited that dream
when he took over as Athletic Di-
rector forLamarUniversity in June
2022 and moved the family to
Beaumont.

Julie O’Malley joined him in
September, having stayed behind
to see their oldest son off to college
atMarshallUniversity inWestVir-
ginia, where she’d worked for 20

years as theCommunityEducation
and Training Coordinator for the
Marshall University-affiliated
West Virginia Autism Training
Center.

There, she worked with pro-
grammers, educators anduniversi-
ty staff to evaluate educational and
community needs and coordinate
training workshops across the
state.

When Julie O’Malley first joined
her husband and their 15-year-old
daughter, who is a student at Kelly
Catholic High School, in Septem-
ber 2022, she opted to continue in
that job as a remote worker.

7 QUESTIONS WITH ... Julie O’Malley
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Julie O’Malley, the new executive director of Mental Health America of Southeast Texas, interacts with
guests during a meet-and-greet on May 15, at the Southeast Texas Nonprofit Development Center.

New executive director ofMental
HealthAmerica of Southeast Texas
By Kim Brent
PHOTOJOURNALIST

O’Malley continues on A4

Diagnostic Group, a
medical group from
Southeast Texas, is open-
ing a new location at 6480
Delaware Street in Beau-
mont.

The Group offers pri-
mary care services, in ad-
dition to medical screen-
ings by physicians, who
specialize in management
of chronic diseases and
conditions such as diabe-
tes, asthma, chronic ob-
structive pulmonary dis-
ease and high blood pres-
sure, according to their
website.

Services the group of-
fers include allergy test-
ing, BioTe Hormone Re-
placement, cognitive test-

ing, digital imaging, Hol-
ter monitors,
mammograms, pulmo-
nary rehabilitation, a
weight loss program and
so much more according

to their website.
Diagnostic Group has

three locations in Beau-
mont and one each in Vi-
dor, Silsbee, Nederland
and Lumberton.

What’s that going to be...
on Delaware Street?
By Megan Zapalac
STAFF WRITER
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The new Diagnostic Group clinic location being
built at 6480 Delaware Street in Beaumont.

Sitting in the Beaumont
ISD board room Thursday
night, I had the privilege of
witnessing the triumphs of
local students. It’s un-
doubtedly the best part of
any school board meeting
— celebrating students for
doing a good job.

Side note: Shout out the
the Pietzsch-MacArthur
esports team for placing
third and fifth out of 44
teams across Texas at the
state finals in Arlington a
couple weeks ago. Based
on their smiles at the
Thursday board meeting,
they were happy to com-
pete and their accomplish-
ment should be celebrated!

But it was something
Beaumont ISD Superin-
tendent Shannon Allen
said after the board con-
gratulated its three high
schools’ valedictorians
and salutatorians that

caught my ear, “This is the
best time of the year.” And
she’s right — there is no
time of the year quite like
graduation. Beaumont ISD
alone will graduate some
1,000 students this week-
end and across Southeast
Texas, thousands of stu-
dents will be receiving
their diplomas over the
next couple of weeks.
What a time to celebrate!

So first, congratulations
to all the students who are
graduating this year and
best of luck on your future
endeavors.

As the school year
comes to a close, this edu-
cation reporter has had the
pleasure of attending all
kinds of end-of-year events
and celebrations. And
while plenty of them have
been in recognition of the
hard work done, a lot of
those events have been in
preparation for the future,
particularly the futures of

Courtesy of Nederland ISD

Nederland High School senior Tanner Garcia signs a
letter of intent to work for Philpott Motors after
graduation on Wednesday.

Notebook continues on A4
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High school
student getting
a job before
his diploma
By Olivia Malick
STAFF WRITER

FAST X Zooms to top spot, A2

DEBT Limit talks continue, A3

DISNEY Closes ‘Star Wars’ hotel, A7

ROCKETS Udoka has a plan, B4

Beaumont Events wants
to put a little laughter on
your plate this summer.

They’ve booked comedi-
ans Chad Prather and
ZachRushing for a showat
the Jefferson Theatre on
June 24.

The next comedian to
hit Beaumont is George
Lopez, who takes the stage
at the Julie Rogers Theatre
on Aug. 11.

Prather and Rushing
bothhail from the South—
Prather grewup inAugus-
ta, Georgia, andRushing is
a Mississippi native. The
duo is touring together
throughout the country
this spring and summer.
They’re also featured in
shows with fellow comics
DustinSimsand JessePey-
tonon theBuckWildCom-

edy Tour.
Prather,

a conserva-
tive comic,
has numer-
ous inter-
national
comedy
tours un-
der his belt,

in addition to hosting “The
Chad Prather Show” on
Blaze TV and weekly ap-
pearances on a variety of
cable networks, including
CNN, FOX News and
A&E.

He’s renowned for
working music into his
stand-up appearances, in-
cluding performing with
his bandChadPrather and
the Ragamuffins, which
released the chart-topping
album “Y’all Shut Up.”

Buthis talentsdon’t stop
at comedy and music.
Prather is also an actor,
motivational speaker and
author, whose latest book
is entitled, “AmICrazy:An
Unapologetic Patriot
Takes on the Insanity of
Today’s WokeWorld.”

His multiple talents
have earned him accolades
in several publications,
like Southern Living,
Newsweek and People
magazines.

When it comes to come-
dy, Prather said, “Comedy
isn’t really all that com-
plex. More often than not,
nothing makes me laugh
harder than when com-
mon sense sneaks up and
wins the day,” according to
a city news release.

Beaumont Events wants
to tickle your funny bone

Comedy continues on A4

Chad
Prather


