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Texas rolls over Texas A&M
to win NCAA softball regional
SPORTS, 1C

As Texas lawmakers remain at an
impasse over school choice entering
the fi�nal week of the legislative ses-
sion, it seems likely that Gov. Greg Ab-
bott will summon them back to Austin
this summer to further consider his
plan to inject public money into pri-
vate education. 

Abbott ran out of patience last
week, threatening to schedule a spe-
cial session after House members,
who’ve spent months signaling oppo-
sition to his school voucher program,
began discussing a watered-down ver-
sion that would apply to only 15% of
the state’s 5.5 million schoolchildren. 

School vouchers, long a fantasy in
Texas, are accessible in a dozen states,
and Abbott is determined to bring
them here. He launched a statewide
promotional tour, trekking to private
and religious schools, and pitched his
proposal to rural lawmakers, whose
districts haven’t budged much in their
opposition to the program. Unsuc-
cessful thus far, he’s prepared to wear
down the state’s 149 representatives
and 31 senators until he gets what he
wants.

“All the campaigning, all the
speeches and all the proclamations
didn’t work, so now we’re seeing him
play hardball,” said Brandon Rotting-
haus, a political science professor at
the University of Houston. 

The special session warning serves
as a reminder of the power the gover-
nor holds over the part-time Legisla-
ture, whose work is never truly done
until the governor says it is. The state
constitution makes clear that the gov-
ernor may call a special session at any
time and for any reason, and that there
is no limit to the number of sessions he
can call. 

Speculation around the Capitol is
that Abbott might schedule a special
session after the summer school
break, when teachers return to their
classrooms and can’t make the trip to
Austin to protest vouchers. 

May 29 is the fi�nal day of the 140-
day regular session. The longest a spe-
cial session can be is 30 days. 

Whether Abbott can ultimately
move the legislation across the fi�nish 
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On May 10, Dick Rathgeber – one of
the most generous men in Austin’s his-
tory – turned 90.

To many Austinites, Rathgeber and
his wife, Sara, are perhaps the city’s
longest-giving philanthropists, having
by their own account given away half of
their annual income to charity for more
than 40 years. Dick Rathgeber esti-
mates that he’s given $190 million to

$200 million throughout his life, but
when considering the broader economic
impact of his support for nonprofi�ts and
the community, it’s exponentially more.

Rathgeber built his career as a veter-
an real estate developer and helped
launch some of the Austin area’s most
successful subdivisions (think Avery
Ranch and Lost Creek in Austin and
Headwaters in Dripping Springs). He
has an instinct for a business deal,
friends and business associates say,
helping shape Austin’s growth.

In the second half of his life, he par-

layed his business acumen into helping
charities increase their donor base and
brokered deals to provide needed ser-
vices. His and Sara’s reach extends
throughout Austin – and beyond.

‘His fi�ngerprint is on everything’

One longtime Austin-area developer,
Terry Mitchell, described Rathgeber in
the early 2000s as the only person
Mitchell knew who made money to give 

Rathgeber celebrates 90th birthday – charitably

For Dick Rathgeber’s 90th birthday, he
and his wife of almost 63 years, Sara,
threw a party at the Headliners Club in
downtown Austin for 248 guests.
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The Austin City Council wants to build deeply aff�ordable
housing on a site that previously had a recycling plant that
was found to be contaminated and must undergo further
testing to determine the extent of the pollution.

The City Council dedicated land in East Austin for the
housing, but a 2021 environmental report revealed ground-
water contamination there.

The property, at 4800 Bolm Road, was once home to a re-
cycling center but was condemned by the City Council in 1999
after nearby residents and community members voiced con-
cerns about the center’s operations, including environmen-
tal impact, noise and a fi�re on the property in 1996. 

Residents said its location, adjacent to many family
homes, was the result of the city’s 1928 master plan and 1931
zoning map that placed industrial zoning near homes occu-
pied by minorities in East Austin. 

More than two decades after it was condemned, the va-
cant, city-owned property could soon feature deeply aff�ord-
able housing. 

Deeply aff�ordable means it caters to families making at or
below 60% of the median family income, which for a family
of four would mean their total earnings could be no more
than $66,180 annually. 

Last month, the council approved a resolution that directs

the city staff� to prioritize the development of deeply aff�ord-
able housing over all other uses at the site. The resolution
states that because Austin is facing a housing aff�ordability
crisis, the property is an opportunity to address the city’s
housing needs. 

But the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality will
fi�rst need to clear the property for residential use. 

Council Member José Velásquez, who represents the area, 

The Austin City Council wants to build affordable housing on this site at 4800 Bolm Road for those making no more than
60% of the median family income. PHOTOS BY AARON E. MARTINEZ/AMERICAN-STATESMAN

Aff�ordable housing site’s
history raises concerns

The recycling plant that was on this property was found to
be contaminated and was condemned in 1999, and so the
site must undergo further testing.

Further testing needed to
learn extent of pollution
Luz Moreno-Lozano
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