
MONDAY, MAY 22, 2023 | TENNESSEAN.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Volume 119 | No. 121
Subscribe 800-342-8237
©2023 $3.49 Metro

State pricing varies QEAJAB-05606v
Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking news,
area scores, things to do and subscriber
exclusives at tennessean.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper,
plus updated news and sports Extra sections.

JUST ASKIN’

Why is a Nashville school named
for a Southern apologist?
NEWS, 2A

When Fisk student Esther Toluwa-
lase Ogundele embarked on the daily
process of restoring “Inno,” an oil
painting created by Mohammad Omer
Khalil in 1966, she quickly realized the
challenge of handling fragile artwork.

After all, simply transporting the
canvas from a storage room to a nearby
table marked a tedious, trying under-
taking — par for the course in the jour-
ney to conserve art created decades
before she was born. She had to be
careful not to leave marks, creases or
stains as she identifi�ed cracks, re-
moved bumps and restored colors. 

Along the way, Ogundele, a comput-
er science major from Nigeria, added
reds, blues and greens to areas that
lacked color and defi�nition. A touch of
linseed oil helped close cracks near the
middle and around the edges.

The painting started to pop. 
“From this,” Ogundele said, “I

learned that one conservation attempt
can go a long way to improve the qual-
ity of an old painting.” 

And now, her conservation eff�orts,
and the labor of fellow Fisk students,

are allowing another generation of art
enthusiasts to enjoy acclaimed art-
work. For those that are interested, it’s
also creating job opportunities that
most of the participating students
didn’t know existed. 

Eleven art pieces restored by stu-
dents during a fi�ve-year period are now
making their way around the U.S. in a
traveling art exhibit. “African Modern-
ism in America” is currently at the

Kemper Museum in St. Louis.
“Everybody played a diff�erent part,”

said Jamaal Sheats, the director and
curator of galleries at Fisk, a historical-
ly Black college internationally recog-
nized for its massive art collection.
“From scanning images and texts in
special collections in the library to
proofi�ng images.”

Students lending a hand 
to preserve rare African art 

Charles Patterson, at Fisk University Galleries, learned how to clear splashes of dust from paintings. Eleven pieces
restored by students are making their way around the U.S. in a traveling art exhibit. PHOTOS BY NICOLE HESTER/THE TENNESSEAN

Restorations by young
conservators at Fisk 
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Jamaal Sheats, director and curator of galleries at Fisk, hopes the students
aspire to work in art conservation and go to graduate conservation programs.

See PRESERVE, Page 14A

PHOENIX – Navajo leaders on Friday
unveiled an operation to fi�nd and get
needed services to hundreds of tribal
members they predict will soon be on
the streets of metro Phoenix amid a
state crackdown on Medicaid fraud that
aff�ected as many as 7,000 Native Amer-
icans recruited to illegitimate sober liv-
ing homes in recent years.

Called Rainbow Bridge, the operation
is in response to actions announced last
week by the state of Arizona against
more than 100 unlicensed and fraudu-
lent sober living homes in the Phoenix
metropolitan area. 

Navajo leaders said they will staff� a
Phoenix operations center to help Nava-
jo tribal members displaced when sober
living homes caught up in the fraud in-
vestigation are indicted or their Medi-
caid funding is cut off�. 

“I view this as a humanitarian and a
human rights crisis,” said Navajo Attor-
ney General Ethel Branch, adding that
the goal is to get victimized people into
treatment programs and ultimately
back with their families. 

Branch said she believes the opera-
tors of the homes should also be investi-
gated for human traffi�cking, but that
has not been part of the probe so far. 

Navajos try 
to fi�nd help
for victims
of Medicaid
swindle
Operation seeks tribal
members recruited to
unlicensed sober homes

Arizona State Sen. Theresa Hatathlie
outlines steps the Navajo Nation is
taking to fi�nd and get care for tribal
members now being displaced by
scores of illegitimate sober living
homes. ANITA SNOW/AP

See NAVAJO, Page 9A
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Whisky Row, the newly opened
Frank Sinatra Lounge and other bars
along Broadway will be getting naloxone
kits, also known as Narcan, the opioid
reversal drug beginning Friday.

In total, David Leavitt, operations

manager of Solaren Risk Management,
a company who supplies security for
bars and restaurants along Broadway,
will supply 30 kits to Broadway busi-
nesses.

Solaren partners with Gibson Gives,
a charitable organization of Gibson Gui-
tars through their TEMPO (Training and
Empowering Musicians to Prevent
Overdoses) program, who is providing

the businesses with the kits that cost
around $350. Leavitt said TEMPO be-
gan putting kits in several music venues
across Nashville.

Metro Public Health Department re-
ported 93 confi�rmed overdose death in
2023 quarter one for Davidson County,
with 49 cases pending.

“The annual number of fatal drug
overdoses in Davidson County has in-

creased each year from 2016 through
2022,” according to MPHD report.

Fentanyl, 100 times more potent than
morphine and 50 times more potent
than heroin, accounts for approximately
75.3% of overdose-related toxicology
reports in 2023, according to MPHD da-
ta.

Nashville bars getting overdose reversal kits beginning Friday
Craig Shoup
Nashville Tennessean
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