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Seeing synchronous fi�refl�ies
without winning the lottery
INSIDE, 4A

Tennessee announced last week its
plans for a Neyland Entertainment Dis-
trict. The development eventually could
include a hotel, condominiums, and res-
taurants along the Knoxville waterfront
near the football stadium and Thomp-
son-Boling Arena.

Exciting stuff�, huh?
Don’t get too excited. It won’t happen

overnight – or by the time freshman
quarterback Nico Iamaleava throws his
fi�rst pass in Neyland Stadium. But may-
be, it could be in play for Tennessee’s
next victory over Georgia or when the

Vols make the College Football Playoff�.
The project is a testament to the far-

sighted leadership of Tennessee athlet-
ics director Danny White, chancellor
Donde Plowman, and president Randy
Boyd.

If you just thought “Aren’t all leaders
supposed to be farsighted,” you haven’t
been following UT sports for long.

Remember UT athletics director Dave
Hart? His most memorable move was to
sign off� on scrapping the name Lady
Vols for all women’s sports except bas-
ketball. Oh, I almost forgot: He also
hired coach Butch Jones.

I won’t bore you with the massive
shortcomings of previous UT leaders.
But it’s worth noting that the upgrade in
athletics directors from former Phillip
Fulmer to White is as signifi�cant as the
leap forward from former football coach
Jeremy Pruitt to his successor, Josh

Heupel.
Fulmer couldn’t see beyond the of-

fensive line that commanded so much
of his attention. White can see where
college sports is headed.

“People want to be entertained,”
said Knoxville’s Craig Jenkins, a long-
time sports business executive and
promoter. “The business of sports is
about entertainment now.”

He’s not diminishing how much the
outcome of a game matters to a fan
base as intense and passionate as Ten-
nessee’s. He’s just referencing the
game-day experience.

Why leave the high-def TV screen in
your den for a trip to the stadium and a
seat that’s barely wide enough for a su-
per model? 

Why? Because you can get some-

Fans mingle before the Orange & White spring game at Neyland Stadium in April. You don’t need an Atlanta-size city to
capitalize on an entertainment district built around a stadium, says columnist John Adams. CAITIE MCMEKIN/NEWS SENTINEL

Timing right for adding
entertainment at Neyland

John Adams
Columnist

Knoxville News Sentinel
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See ADAMS, Page 4A

In 2021, it was nearly impossible to
fi�nd a home for sale in Knoxville. 

In 2022, you could fi�nd one, but it
was likely too expensive. 

What will the market look like for
the rest of 2023? A lot like 2022, ac-
cording to the Knoxville Area Associa-
tion of Realtors’ 2022 State of Housing
report, which also forecasts what’s in
store for this summer and beyond. 

Knoxville’s defi�ning challenge is
home aff�ordability. Prices are still go-
ing up and there still are not enough
homes for sale. 

KAAR government aff�airs and pol-
icy director Hancen Sale said that,
while the market is still crazy com-
pared to before the pandemic, it has
“normalized.”

“Aff�ordability has become the No. 1
guide of the future of the housing mar-
ket,” Sale told Knox News. “Where
we’re going hinges on aff�ordability.”

Challenge 1: Most Knoxville
residents can’t afford a home

Homes became more unaff�ordable
in 2022 and it’s gotten worse in 2023.
Prices increased by almost 16% from
the fourth quarter of 2021 to 2022. The
report estimated home prices will go
up by another 3-5% in 2023. 

The median price of a Knoxville
home at the beginning of 2023 was
$417,556. Knoxville homes are now
more expensive than the national av-
erage. 

“Aff�ordable” homes – ones Sale said
are less than $400,000 – are seeing
the most competition. 

About two-thirds of Knoxville met-
ro area residents only can aff�ord one-
fi�fth of available homes. 

About 10% of homes are aff�ordable
to households making the area’s medi-
an income of $62,592, according to the
Census Bureau.

Challenge 2: Knoxville needs
more homes, especially cheaper
ones

The biggest challenge Knoxville
faces is housing supply, with a need for
about 22,000 more units.

“There’s a long, long way to go,” Sale
said. “We’re not even close to meeting
demand in the way that we should be if
we want to retain the aff�ordable place
to live moniker that we’ve always
branded ourselves.”

The shortage can be attributed in
part to challenging guidelines for
builders and underbuilding after the
2008 recession.

Sale said Knoxville’s supply of
smaller, cheaper houses is strained be-
cause retiree households with more
money and young, fi�rst-time home-
buyers – which combined make up
more than half the population – are 

Buying a
home in
Knoxville
won’t get
cheaper 
Same story in ’23: High
prices, fewer properties

Silas Sloan
Knoxville News Sentinel
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See BUYING, Page 3A

A Giles County judge last month
overturned a murder conviction that re-
lied on the testimony of disgraced for-
mer Tennessee medical examiner
Charles Harlan.

Judge David L. Allen wrote that new
scientifi�c evidence shows Wayne Bur-
gess, convicted of the murder of an in-
fant child in 1999, is innocent.

State prosecutors did not appeal Al-
len’s ruling.

Burgess is set to appear before Allen
on Tuesday when his attorneys from the
Tennessee Innocence Project will argue
for his immediate release.

“Wayne Burgess has always asserted
his innocence since the very fi�rst day he

was arrested,” said Tennessee Inno-
cence Project Deputy Director Jason
Gichner, Burgess’ attorney. “We are
grateful for Judge Allen’s decision, and
we’ll continue to push forward and
fi�ght for (Burgess) because he is inno-
cent.”

After infant’s death, Harlan’s
testimony helps convict Burgess

In August 1997, 16-month-old Na-
keavia Rivers was rushed to the hospi-
tal, where she died from signifi�cant in-
ternal bleeding caused by a liver injury.

Prosecutors said Burgess confessed
to the crime. Burgess, however, denies
that he made a confession, and states
the he only signed a typed confession, 

Judge overturns murder conviction
based on disgraced doctor’s testimony
Evan Mealins
For the Knoxville News Sentinel

USA TODAY Network – Tennessee

Dr. Charles Harlan talks about his job in
1986 as Nashville’s fi�rst medical
examiner. His work often contained
serious mistakes and oversights. He
died in 2013.
P. CASEY DALEY/THE TENNESSEAN See DISGRACED, Page 3A


