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Wednesday veterans group fosters coffee, conversation
MELANIE TUCKER
melt@thedailytimes.com

For two hours each 
Wednesday, veterans from 
all branches of service with 
time served all over the world 
gather here in Maryville for 
co� ee and conversation.

� e idea for Veterans Co� ee 
Fellowship was Chaplain Vern 
Gardai’s, U.S. Army retired, 
who belonged to a similar 
group when he lived in Texas. 
He said there are great orga-
nizations like Veterans of 
Foreign Wars and others, but 
he wanted to be able to meet 
weekly, not monthly. Not � nd-
ing one, he created this one.

Veterans Co� ee Fellowship 

meets from 2-4 p.m. each 
Wednesday at Vienna Co� ee, 
212 College St., Maryville. 
� ere are no set agendas 
or business meetings to sit 
through, members said. Topics 
are what’s on the minds of 
these veterans as they connect 
with others with similar expe-
riences and careers.

� ere are about 10 who are 
the core group, Gardai said, 
but attendance can sometimes 
double as veterans come when 
they can. Homer White, at 
93, is the oldest. Last month, 
they celebrated the club’s � rst 
anniversary.

On this particular 
Wednesday, a prize was 
awarded in a Bible trivia 

contest, which was won by 
Chip Hawley, a Vietnam War 
veteran who served in the U.S. 
Army. He won $50.

Each week as new veterans 
attend, they share some of 
their background and get to 
know the others. Sam Russell 
came to this meeting for the 
� rst time. He is a volunteer 
driver who takes veterans to 
the James H. Quillen VA 
Medial Center in Johnson 
City, a service he’s provided 
for 18 years.

� e free rides are available to 
veterans on Wednesdays and 
� ursdays, Russell said. � e 
van leaves out of Maryville for 
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Dick Poling (right) gives Chip Hawley his prize money for winning the 
Bible trivia contest held by Veterans Coff ee Fellowship. These veterans get 
together each Wednesday, from 2 to 4 p.m. at Vienna Coff ee in Maryville.

Hard-hat environmentalism

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Central Maine Power utility lines are seen on Oct. 6, 2021, in Pownal, Maine. It’s one of President Joe Biden’s thorniest challenges as he 
pursues ambitious reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. If he can’t streamline the permitting process for power plants, transmission 
lines and other projects, the country is unlikely to have the infrastructure needed for a future powered by carbon-free electricity.

Will Biden’s priorities bridge the divide on clean energy future?
CHRIS MEGERIAN 
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — When John 
Podesta left his job as an adviser to 
President Barack Obama nearly a 
decade ago, he was con� dent that 
hundreds of miles of new power 
transmission lines were coming to 
the Southwest, expanding the reach 
of clean energy throughout the 
region.

So Podesta was shocked to learn 
last year, as he reentered the fed-
eral government to work on climate 
issues for President Joe Biden, that 
the lines had never been built. � ey 
still hadn’t even received � nal regu-
latory approval.

“� ese things get stuck and they 
don’t get unstuck,” Podesta said in 
an interview with � e Associated 
Press.

Podesta is now the point person 
for untangling one of Biden’s most 
vexing challenges as he pursues 
ambitious reductions in green-
house gas emissions. If the president 
cannot streamline the permitting 

process for power plants, transmis-
sion lines and other projects, the 
country is unlikely to have the infra-
structure needed for a future pow-
ered by carbon-free electricity.

� e issue has become an unlikely 
feature of high-stakes budget talks 
underway between the White 
House and House Republicans as 
they try to avoid a � rst-ever default 
on the country’s debt by the end of 
the month.

Whether a deal on permitting can 
be reached in time is unclear, with 
Republicans looking for ways to 
boost oil drilling and Democrats 
focused on clean energy. But its 
mere presence on the negotiat-
ing table is a sign of how political 
battle lines are shifting. Although 
American industry and labor unions 
have long chafed at these kinds of 
regulations, some environmentalists 
have now grown exasperated by red 
tape as well.

� at represents a stark change for a 
movement that has been more ded-
icated to slowing development than 
championing it, and it has caused 

unease among longtime allies even 
as it creates the potential for new 
partnerships. Still, this transforma-
tion is core to Biden’s vision of hard-
hat environmentalism, which prom-
ises that shifting away from fossil 
fuels will generate blue-collar jobs.

“We have to start building things 
again in America,” Podesta said. 
“We got too good at stopping 
things, and not good enough at 
building things.”

What gets built, of course, is the 
question that’s the central hurdle for 
any agreement.

� e issue of permitting emerged 
last year during negotiations with 
Sen. Joe Manchin, a West Virginia 
Democrat who was a key vote 
for the In� ation Reduction Act, 
far-reaching legislation that includes 
� nancial incentives for clean energy.

Manchin pushed a separate pro-
posal that would make it easier to 
build infrastructure for renewable 
energy and fossil fuels. His focus has 
been the Mountain Valley Pipeline, 

Townsend 
board adds third 
business zone
ASHLEY DEPEW
ashley.depew@thedailytimes.com

Six months of back-and-forth 
between Townsend residents, busi-
ness owners and o�  cials culminated 
� ursday night . Townsend Board of 
Commissioners voted for a zoning 
change that allows the public 
to be more involved in business 
development.

After about two hours of discus-
sion, in a 3-2 vote the board voted 
to create a third business zone 
and rede� ne the other two, pend-
ing review from the city attorney. 
Commissioners Ted Godfrey and 
Kelsey Satter� eld opposed the 
zoning change.

Satter� eld said she knows the city 
needs to change something to have 
better control over development, 
but she believes changing zoning 
isn’t the best way to achieve that. 
Satter� eld used the example from 
a previous meeting about Blount 
County’s limit on how much space 
cabins can absorb on a campground.

Local residents and business 
owners who have talked during 
public hearing are afraid that the 
third business zone will add another 
layer of di�  culty for local busi-
nesses. Others also fear it could lead 
the city to look like the more devel-
oped national park gateway cities — 
Pigeon Forge or Gatlinburg.

� ose in favor of adding the third 
zone like that it creates a more 
public process for when developers 
bring certain new business propos-
als to the city. As it stands now, all 
properties zoned for business in 
Townsend are categorized under the 
� rst of two established zones.

When someone proposes a 
new business on a property, the 
Townsend Planning Commission 
checks a site plan to see if the 
property design � ts within the city’s 
regulations. If it does, they sign o�  
on it.

Denying a development based on 
negative public sentiment could 
lead to litigation if � ts all the regu-
lations. � e board, however, elected 
by the city residents has more 
leeway through public hearings.

By creating the third business 
zone, a new business proposal is 
more likely to be voted on by both 
the planning commission and board 
through a rezoning request. It’s also 
at least a four month process as 
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