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Sioux Falls Four Winds Music Festi-
val scheduled for July 28-30 is expected
to double in terms of its audiences, said

the festival organizer Corey Church. 
The festival started seven years ago

as an attempt to bring together the local
art community to present what makes
Sioux Falls culturally unique.

“The whole idea behind it was to
bring together our entire music and arts

community and try to highlight what
makes Sioux Falls special in the cre-
ative sense of things,” Church said.

He said this show came about as a
side eff�ect of his music-related busi-
ness, when he realized he knew a ton
of people in the local and regional mu-
sic industry, but they did not know
each other.

“I thought it was kind of strange 

‘A little bit of everything’

Four Winds gathers a crowd of the local art-minded folks. PROVIDED BY COREY CHURCH

Four Winds music festival will double
in audience size this year in Sioux Falls
Oksana Kotkina
Sioux Falls Argus Leader
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The cold formality of the letter is
seared in Debra Long’s memory.

It began “Dear Claimant,” and said
her 24-year-old son, Randy, who was
fatally shot in April 2006, was not an
“innocent” victim. Without further ex-
planation, the New York state agency
that assists violent-crime victims and
their families refused to help pay for
his funeral.

Randy was a father, engaged to be
married and studying to become a ju-
venile probation offi�cer when his life
was cut short during a visit to Brooklyn
with friends. His mother, angry and
bewildered by the letter, wondered:
What did authorities see – or fail to see
– in Randy? 

“It felt racial. It felt like they saw a
young African American man who was
shot and killed and assumed he must
have been doing something wrong,”
Long said. “But believe me when I say,
not my son.”

Every state has a program to reim-
burse victims for lost wages, medical
bills, funerals and other expenses,
awarding hundreds of millions in aid
each year. But an Associated Press ex-
amination found that Black victims
and their families are disproportion-
ately denied compensation in many
states, often for subjective reasons
that experts say are rooted in racial 

Black victims
of violent
crime denied
aid in
many states
Claudia Lauer and Mike Catalini
ASSOCIATED PRESS

May 12, 2023, marked the 14th birth-
day of Serenity Dennard, whose sudden
disappearance from the Black Hills
Children’s Home in February 2019 left
countless questions waiting to be an-
swered. 

More than four years after her van-
ishing, the National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children (NCMEC) and
the Pennington County Sheriff�’s Offi�ce
have released new age-progressed im-

ages of Dennard in the hopes it will gen-
erate new leads in the investigation.
Pennington County Sheriff� Brian Muell-
er called the photo “another investiga-
tive tool” in the open and active investi-
gation.

“We’re all watching Serenity grow up
before our eyes through these images
and it’s surreal,” said Angeline Hart-
mann, communications director at
NCMEC. “At NCMEC, we know that our
age progression images can be a cata-
lyst in a missing child investigation, and
we’re hoping this will somehow gener-

ate fresh leads.”
Dennard, then nine-years-old, ran

away from the Children’s Home in Rock-
erville around 10:45 a.m. Sunday, Febru-
ary 3, while playing inside the facility’s
gym. Dennard and three other children
were being supervised by two staff�
members when one of the other chil-
dren ran off� inside the building. As a
staff�er ran after that child, Dennard ran
outside. The remaining staff� member
called for help but decided to remain 

Authorities release new age-progressed
images of Serenity Dennard
Darsha Dodge
Rapid City Journal

See DENNARD, Page 2A

A photo of Serenity Dennard,
age-processed to show what she
might look like at age 13. NATIONAL

CENTER FOR MISSING & EXPLOITED CHILDREN

See VICTIMS, Page 3A
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Baltic is now the latest site of an em-
erald ash borer infestation in South Da-
kota.

The South Dakota Department of Ag-
riculture and Natural Resources con-
fi�rmed the presence of EAB in the town
on Thursday.

Baltic is the seventh community to
have a positive detection of EAB, joining
Brandon, Canton, Crooks, Dakota

Dunes, Sioux Falls and Worthing. The
town falls within an existing, year-
round quarantine area, which includes
all of Minnehaha, Lincoln, Turner and
Union Counties.

Baltic latest site of emerald
ash borer infestation
Dominik Dausch
Sioux Falls Argus Leader

USA TODAY NETWORK

Image of Emerald Ash Borer Beetle on
a green leaf. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTOSee INFESTATION, Page 2A


