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More news, fresher news

Former Lexington-Richland 5
school board member Ken Love-
less is back in court with a fed-
eral lawsuit filed against several
former board members who
served the Chapin-Irmo area

school district at the same time
he did.
Loveless, who lost his 2022

re-election bid by 16 votes, is
suing former board members
Michael Cates, Beth Hutchison
and Ed White, along with form-
er school district attorney Mi-
chael Montgomery. Loveless
alleges the four and several

others engaged in a conspiracy
to violate his First Amendment
rights by stopping his oversight
of a school construction project.
This isn’t the first time Love-

less has been involved in the
civil court process, including
multiple lawsuits related to his
time on the Lexington-Richland
5 school board.

Here’s a look at the Lexington
County contractor’s various
legal challenges, and what, if
any, resolutions have been
reached.
State ethics charges
Loveless’ latest lawsuit claims

a conspiracy was behind a 2021
ethics complaint that ultimately
led to him facing four charges of

violating the S.C. Ethics Act
over his relationship with the
construction firm building an
elementary school in the Lex-
ington-Richland 5 district. The
S.C. Ethics Commission in
March found Loveless had vio-
lated the act in three of those
instances and fined the former
board member $6,000.
Loveless is currently appealing
that decision, denying that he
did anything improper. Com-
missioners found that a fourth
charge could not be proven.
Facebook lawsuits
As a school board member,

Loveless filed defamation

Ex-school board member
involved in multiple lawsuits
BY BRISTOWMARCHANT
bmarchant@thestate.com
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LEXINGTON, S.C.
South Carolina Republican

Party Chairman Drew McKis-
sick won a fourth two year term,
staving off a challenge from
those who believe the party isn’t
doing enough to push conserva-
tive values.
McKissick was challenged by

Greenville County’s Jeff Davis, a
leader of the My SCGOP move-
ment, which advocated against
COVID-19 precautions, such as
wearing masks or vaccine re-
quirements. Also in the race was
Zoe Warren of Lexington Coun-
ty and Tim Cox of Charleston
County. Denny Floyd of An-
derson County also was nomi-
nated but withdrew before vot-
ing started.
McKissick carried 51.8% of

the vote. In 2021 he had 68% of
the vote when he was
challenged by Lin Wood.
“The more choices people

have, they might hear something
that resonates with them a little
bit more maybe and that’s fine.
Everybody gets to put the name
in a hat,” McKissick said. “I think
you’ve had a lot of folks here
today be able to get a more up-
close look at some of the negativ-
ity. I think it does turn a lot of
people off. Our job is to focus on
what’s positive and actually do
our job. Get people organized,
identify Republicans, turn them
out to vote, go win elections.”
McKissick said he expected

his numbers would have been
larger if he had only one chal-
lenger.
During McKissick’s time as

chairman, Republicans in 2020
flipped back a Democrat-held
seat, made more red in the last
redistricting cycle, and secured
their hold over U.S. Sen. Lindsey
Graham’s Senate seat, defeating

McKissick wins
fourth term
as chairman
of SC GOP
BY JOSEPH BUSTOS
jbustos@thestate.com
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First the estimate was 200.
Then 600.
In its final survey, Dominion

Energy marked white dots onto
980 Palmetto trees on Edisto
Beach, indicating they were
days or weeks away from being
felled because the trees had
grown too close to power lines.
Palmetto trees are what some

residents consider part of the
town’s “culture” and “image.”
After all, it graces the state flag,
symbolizing Col. William Moul-
trie’s defense of the palmetto-
log fort on Sullivan’s Island
against the attack of the British
fleet on June 28, 1776.
Losing nearly 1,000 of the

state’s native species rattled the
4.5-mile town so much that late
last month Mayor Crawford
Moore sent a memo attempting
to quell residents’ outcries,
calling the plan sad, drastic and
bureaucratic.
“This issue is one we are all

unhappy with, and we have
moved as quickly and aggres-
sively as possible to head this
off,” Moore wrote in his April
26 memo. “We have and are
doing everything we can to
slow the roll on this but, as I
have stated, our authority is
very limited.”
In early May, a Dominion

representative confirmed 980
Palmettos would be cut down
flush with the ground. The com-
pany will pay for tree removal,
but it’s leaving the stumps.
“They’re doing about 25 a

day,” Moore told The State
Media Co., estimating the job
would be complete by mid-June.
Edisto Beach isn’t the first

South Carolina community to
lose hundreds of Palmettos. In
2021, the energy company
contracted to cut down 550

Edisto Beach soon to be
without 980 palmetto trees
BY SARAH HASELHORST
shaselhorst@islandpacket.com

File photo

This file photo shows a worker trimming a palmetto tree in 2014. Dominion Energy is going to remove
hundreds of these type of trees on Edisto Beach because they’ve grown too tall in the distribution line
zone.SEE EDISTO BEACH, 3A


