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FORT MILL
The biggest ticket item on a

long list of state budget requests
would add a new piece to the
downtown redevelopment puz-
zle in Fort Mill.
S.C. Rep. Raye Felder request-

ed $25 million for economic
development in Fort Mill’s
down town. That ask is one of

about 350 requests state House
members put on the amended
list of earmarks in its version of
the state budget. The money
could help Fort Mill move public
works operations out of a prime
property downtown.
”We’re using a building that

was built in 1938 and is listed on
the National Register of Historic
Places to store trash cans in,”
Felder said. “That is just not the
best use for that building.”
The National Guard Armory

at Unity and Elliott streets was
one of more than 30 armories
statewide built with Works
Progress Administration funds
in the late 1930s. It hosted a
National Guard unit prior to
World War II and was a public
event space. It also served as a
school gymnasium prior to its
historic places designation in
1992.
York County property records

show the town acquired the 131
E. Elliott St. site, directly across

from Unity Presbyterian Church
cemetery, from the Fort Mill
School District in 2011. The
state owns a separate, 10-acre
property for its armory on Munn
Road.
Felder understands why the

decision was made to use the
prior armory building for public
works space.
“Fort Mill grew so fast, they

had to do something,” Felder
said.
If approved, the $25 million

would allow the town to build a
designated public works facility
on property outside the down-
town corridor. That move would
provide opportunity at the armo-
ry site. Felder said something
like a performing arts center
might be a great addition to the
town. But the move and money
are key to figuring out what use
fits best.
“Then I think we could get

the right people in to look at it
to tell us what we can do, what
we can’t do,” Felder said.
The request is at least $5 mil-

lion more than any other listed.
Yet other legislators might have
half a dozen or more smaller
requests, while Felder has only
the one. Felder said Fort Mill
hasn’t gotten earmarked money

State budget earmark could
change Fort Mill landmark
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raise America’s debt limit be-
fore federal funds potentially
run dry early next month.
The leaders spoke by phone

Sunday as the president re-
turned home on Air Force One
after the Group of Seven sum-
mit in Japan. McCarthy, R-
Calif., told reporters at the
Capitol that the call was “pro-

WASHINGTON
President Joe Biden and

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy
will meet in person on Monday
as the government races
against a looming deadline to

ductive” and that the on-again,
off-again negotiations would
resume later in the day.
Both sides have said progress

was being made but that they
remain far apart. Biden’s Trea-
sury Department has said it
could run out of cash as soon as
June 1, and U.S. Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen said Sunday,

“I think that that’s a hard dead-
line.”
McCarthy said after his call

with Biden that “I think we can
solve some of these problems if
he understands what we’re
looking at.” The speaker added,
“But I’ve been very clear to him
from the very beginning. We
have to spend less money than
we spent last year.”
The Republican leader said

“there’s no agreement on any-
thing” and that ”we’ve all said
our piece about where we are
and we’re trying to find com-
mon ground to get this done.”

RICHARD B. LEVINE Sipa USA

The National Debt Clock in Times Square in New York showed the national debt as of Tuesday. President Joe Biden and Congress are
negotiating on a bill to raise the debt ceiling before June 1, when the U.S. would likely start defaulting on its obligations.

Biden, McCarthy to meet
for more debt ceiling talks
BY ZEKEMILLER, JOSH BOAK AND
STEPHEN GROVES
Associated Press
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South Carolina is home to five
of the best cities to live in across
the United States, according to a
new U.S. News & World Report
ranking.
U.S. News recently unveiled

its annual ranking, which lists
the 150 best U.S. cities to live in
for 2023. The ranking is based
on quality of life and the job
market in each metro area,
along with the value of living
there and people’s desire to live
there. Data was pulled from the
U.S. Census Bureau, the FBI, the
U.S. Department of Labor and
U.S. News’ own internal re-
sources.
So which South Carolina cities

made the cut this year? Check
them out below.

MYRTLE BEACH
Myrtle Beach came in at 18th

on the list, making it the high-
est-ranked among the South
Carolina cities this year.
“Although it’s better known to

outsiders as a vacation hot spot
for beachgoers and golfers,
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, is
also an attractive place to live
for a number of reasons,” U.S.
News states. “Young profession-
als, growing families and empty
nesters who are drawn to the
area’s mild weather and beach-
es set down roots here and enjoy
the area’s relatively low cost of
living.”
U.S. News notes that as a

Report: SC
has 5 of
the best
places
in the US
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