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Homeowner insurance rates
in the Hilton Head area are
skyrocketing, adding to the
area’s cost of living increases
and forcing buyers to make
tough financial decisions.
“They want your firstborn,”

said Meg O’Toole Herman, an
agent with Hilton Head’s
Goosehead Insurance. She said

rates are increasing anywhere
from 20% to 70%.
William Voelkel, at Hilton

Head Insurance and Brokerage,
said that the rates are worse
along the coastline and get bet-
ter the further inland homes are.
The rate increases can’t be

attributed to one single factor,
but rather a perfect storm: rein-
surance spikes, decreased cov-
erage availability, rebuild cost
increases, and reliance on Ex-
cess and Surplus Lines.

Voelkel said one Hilton Head
client paid 63% more on their
premium for the same coverage
from $1,900 in 2022 to $3,100
in 2023. A Bluffton client fared
better, paying 30% more from
$2,471 in 2022 to $3,227 in
2023. Both homes were non-
renewed by a carrier that sus-
pended business in Beaufort
County and had to be re-written
with another carrier.
In the Hilton Head area, the

cost of living is going up even

without considering insurance
rates. Median home sale prices
went up 18% from $410,000 in
2021 to $485,000 in 2022.

Some community transfer fees
doubled or tripled in the past

Premiums for home
insurance rise in Hilton
Head and Bluffton
BY MARY DIMITROV
mdimitrov@islandpacket.com
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A fallen pine tree sliced through this Hilton Head Island home during
Hurricane Matthew, which hit Hilton Head as a Category 2 storm in
the early morning hours of Oct. 8, 2016.
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now-stalled talks over raising
America’s debt limit and that
there would be no agreement to
avert a catastrophic default
only on their terms.
In an effort to get negotia-

tions back on track, Biden
planned to call U.S. House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy, R-

HIROSHIMA, JAPAN
President Joe Biden said

Sunday that Republicans in the
U.S. House must move off their
“extreme positions” on the

Calif., from Air Force One on
the way back to Washington
after a Group of Seven summit
in Japan. World leaders at the
gathering expressed concern
about the dire global ramifica-
tions if the United States were
to be unable to meet its finan-
cial obligations.

“It’s time for Republicans to
accept that there is no biparti-
san deal to be made solely,
solely, on their partisan terms,”
Biden said at a closing news
conference before he departed.
The president said he had done

RICHARD B. LEVINE Sipa USA

The National Debt Clock in Times Square in New York showed the national debt as of Tuesday. President Joe Biden and Congress are
negotiating on a bill to raise the debt ceiling before June 1, when the U.S. likely would start defaulting on its obligations.

Biden: GOP must move off
‘extreme’ positions on debt limit
BY ZEKEMILLER AND JOSH BOAK
Associated Press
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A new shrimp dock. Extend-
ing the Spanish Moss Trail. A
mile of new sidewalk. Resurfac-
ing downtown roads.
Port Royal’s about to go on a

spending spree to improve its

public facilities.
“We’re due,” Town Manager

Van Willis says.
The Town Council is review-

ing a long list of projects in its
proposed $5 million capital
project fund for 2024.
In 2023, the town budgeted

$500,000, making this year’s
proposed spending a 900%

increase.
“It’s probably the biggest

we’ve had in decades,” Willis
said of projects earmarked for
funding in the town’s capital
fund, which still needs approval
by the Town Council.
Here’s the preliminary plans:
ADemolishing the rickety

shrimp dock on Battery Creek

and building a new dock where
commercial shrimp, tuna and
swordfish boats can offload.
Over the last several months,
the town has worked through
federal courts to remove derelict
boats from the crumbling dock
to prepare the way for a new
dock, with the aim of preserving
the town’s deep ties to fishing.
Construction of a new seafood

processing plant also is planned.
In May 2021, the town
suspended seafood processing,
until new facilities could be
constructed, because of finan-
cial losses incurred subsidizing

operations. The town has $1.9
million from state grants in
addition to $600,000 from an
insurance settlement to pay for
the work.
The insurance money came

from a settlement paid after a
July 2015 fire burned down a
sea market at the site.
“We’ll make some changes to

the configuration so it’s more
accommodating to the shrimp
boats,” Willis said of the shrimp
dock.
A day dock will be built as well

Port Royal to replace shrimp
dock, extend Spanish Moss Trail
BY KARL PUCKETT
kapuckett@islandpacket.com
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No one knows what to say
following the devastating mur-
der of a 6-year-old on St. Hele-
na Island but, for his communi-
ty, Bishop Kenneth C. Doe of
Bethesda Christian Fellowship
Church tried.
“Let’s keep the family in our

prayers,” Doe said Sunday dur-
ing regular services. “Some-
times, in tragedy, we ask where
was God? I challenge you to also
ask where God is in the good
times.”
Jamie Bradley-Brun, 37, of St.

Helena, was accused of murder
and attempted murder after she
allegedly drowned one child and
tried to drown another at the
family’s Sam Doyle Drive home
Friday.
The tight-knit community on

Sam Doyle Drive, many of
whom are related to Bradley-
Brun, attend the same church
about a four-minute drive away.
News of the crime shocked the
community and the disbelief
was plainly seen, according to
previous reporting. Neighbors
and other community members
held their faith close to their
chests as details about the
drownings continued to be re-
leased by police.
“We’re praying for the family,

and the father, even the moth-
er,” said Will Smith, a neighbor
and school board member for
the Beaufort County School

Bishop
speaks at St.
Helena
service after
child’s killing

BY SOFIA SANCHEZ
ssanchez@islandpacket.com
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