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Drew McKissick was re-elected to a
fourth term as chairman of the South
Carolina Republican Party at Satur-
day’s state convention in Lexington,
withstanding a challenge from Jeff� Da-
vis of Greenville.

McKissick received 485 votes
(51,8%), Davis 309 votes (33%), Zoe
Warren of West Columbia 123 votes
(13.1%).

Greenville County voted 75 for Da-
vis, 12 for Warren, 1 for Tim Cox of
Charleston County and zero for McKis-
sick.

Spartanburg County voted 40 for
McKissick, 4 for Davis and 12 for War-
ren.

Pickens County voted all 24 ballots
for Davis, and Anderson County voted
14 for Davis, 15 for Warren and six for
McKissick.

STATE GOP CONVENTION

McKissick
beats Davis,
Warren 
Re-elected chair of 
SC Republican Party

Bob Montgomery
USA TODAY NETWORK – SOUTH CAROLINA

South Carolina GOP chairman Drew
McKissick was re-elected during the
state convention in Lexington on
Saturday. ALEX HICKS JR./SPARTANBURG
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See MCKISSICK, Page 3A

NIAGARA FALLS, N.Y. – Richard Ev-
ans makes his way through rows of his
students in his third-grade classroom,
stooping to pick up an errant pencil and
answering questions above the din of
chairs sliding on hardwood fl�oors. 

The desks, once spread apart to fi�ght
COVID-19, are back together. Masks

cover just a couple of faces. But the pan-
demic maintains an unmistakable pres-
ence.

Look no further than the blue horse-
shoe-shaped table in the back of the
room where Evans calls a handful of
students back for extra help in reading –
a pivotal subject for third grade – at the
end of each day.

Here is where time lost to pandemic
shutdowns and quarantines shows it-

self: in the students who are repeating
this grade. In the little fi�ngers slowly
sliding beneath words sounded out
one syllable at a time. In the teacher’s
patient coaching through reading con-
cepts usually mastered in fi�rst grade –
letter “blends” like “ch” and “sh.” 

It is here, too, where Evans jots
pluses and minuses and numbers on 

Promoting literacy, 
one student at a time 

Richard Evans, a teacher at Hyde Park Elementary School in Niagara Falls, N.Y., helps Ke’Arrah Jessie sound out a word
during a reading circle in class. Evans provides a handful of students extra help in reading – a pivotal subject for third
grade – at the end of each school day. JOSHUA BESSEX/AP 

Teacher aims to narrow pandemic-widened reading gaps 
Carolyn Thompson
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Last week, bystanders were witness
to a disturbing scene. 

Two yellow Labrador retrievers were
thrown from the back of a truck in
Greenville County, South Carolina. The
truck did not attempt to stop when driv-
ing away from the scene, running over
one of the dogs.

Witnesses were quick to take action

and removed the dogs from the side of
the road. A witness called animal con-
trol, who said the female dog suff�ered a
broken leg. And both dogs later tested
positive for heartworms.

The Greenville Humane Society
heard about the devastating situation
after a photo was sent to them through
social media of the situation. They took
the dogs in. 

“We found out the dogs were at
Greenville County Animal Care, so we

immediately called over there and said
‘We want to take those dogs,’” said Emily
Zheng, Marketing Manager at Green-
ville Humane Society.

The Humane Society said both dogs
— one male, one female — were around
9 years old. The female experienced ex-
treme diffi�culties moving on her three
unaff�ected limbs. 

“We named them Macaroni and
Cheese because they go together per-
fectly,” the Greenville Humane Society

stated in an Instagram post. “Macaroni
stayed by Cheese’s side after being
dumped and never once left her alone.” 

Update: Macaroni and Cheese
adopted by foster family

Many who have kept up with the
dogs’ story expressed interest in adopt-
ing the dogs on the Greenville Humane 

Dogs thrown from truck saved by Greenville bystanders
Nina Tran
USA TODAY NETWORK – SOUTH CAROLINA

See DOGS, Page 2A


