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PRESIDENT Cyril Ramaphosa has come 
to the defence of the ministerial hand-
book, saying it was necessary to set 
parameters related to administrative and 
support assistance provided to members 
of the executive.

“The guide for members of the exec-
utive seeks to limit the extent to which 
the State would provide resources and 
enabling facilities (tools of trade) to 

members to ensure that the members 
perform their duties effectively, effi-
ciently and prudently.

“The guide seeks to ensure that all 
departments and accounting officers 
apply consistent measures to ensure 
that expenditure does not exceed the 
prescribed limits and conditions,” Rama-
phosa said.

He was responding in writing to 
parliamentary questions from DA MP 
Leon Schreiber, who asked whether he 
had commissioned a formal costing 

exercise to determine the total cost to 
the taxpayer of all benefits to ministers 
and deputy ministers.

Schreiber, a critic of the ministe-
rial handbook, also wanted to know 
whether there was any specified legal 
provision on which Ramaphosa relied 
to implement the ministerial handbook 
and the reasons for the continued imple-
mentation of its provision.

In his written reply, Ramaphosa said 
a cost analysis on the staff establishment 
was done by the Department of Pub-

lic Service and Administration and the 
National Treasury in respect of the guide 
for members of the executive.

“The outcome of the analysis 
revealed a cost reduction to the State,” 
he said.

Ramaphosa also said the Depart-
ment of Public Works and Infrastructure 
has similarly done a cost analysis with 
regard to ministerial residences.

The National Treasury concluded a 
transversal contract with original equip-
ment manufacturers in terms of which 

vehicles for members of the executive 
were to be purchased.

Ramaphosa said the cost related to 
day-to-day matters, such as travel and 
accommodation, in respect of each 
member of the executive will vary 
depending on the nature and extent of 
their respective duties.

“The total costs incurred in this 
regard will be within the purview of 
the relevant department. In line with 
the principles of accountability, the costs 
to each department are disclosed in their 

individual financial statements.”
He explained that the ministerial 

handbook provided a guideline for 
benefits, tools of trade and allowances 
to support ministers, deputy ministers, 
premiers and members of the executive 
council in the execution of their duties.

“This guide is necessary to set param-
eters related to administrative and sup-
port assistance.

“This is provided to members to 
ensure good governance with due regard 
to cost-effectiveness and efficiency.”
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President Ramaphosa defends ministerial handbook with perks for the executive
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THE Department of Correctional Ser-
vices has blamed the delays in filling 
outstanding vacancies on its 52 parole 
boards on processes outside its control, 
such as the vetting of candidates by 
other departments.

Briefing the justice and correctional 
services portfolio committee, chief dep-
uty commissioner Kenneth Mthombeni 
said there were 46 vacancies on the 
Correctional Supervision Parole Boards.

Mothombeni said there were 
nine vacant chairperson posts, 12 for 
vice-chairperson positions and 25 for 
community members on the boards 
in management areas throughout the 
country.

The Western Cape has two vacant 
posts for chairpersons, three for 
vice-chairpersons and eight posts for 
community members on its Correc-
tional Supervision Parole Boards.

A presentation made to the com-
mittee showed that all contracts for 
chairperson posts have expired and the 
officials who were filling the posts were 
on extended contracts.

“Interviews were finalised on 18 
August 20222. Appointments are pend-
ing the outcome of the vetting results, 
in particular matric results.”

This also applied to the positions 
for vice chairperson and community 
member positions.

In KwaZulu-Natal, three chairperson 
posts were vacant and one is still to be 
filled for one vice chairperson.

“Recruitment process finalized await-
ing vetting of matric confirmation to 
finalise appointment,” reads the doc-
ument.

Posts were to be re-advertised after 
no suitable candidates for the chairper-
son post in Gauteng’s Kgosi Mampuru 
and vice chairperson in Baviaanspoort.

Recruitment process was finalised 
awaiting vetting for the vice-chairperson 
in the Moderbee parole board and six 
vacant posts for community members 
in the province.

Mthombeni said the appointment of 
the new Medical Parole Advisory Board 
has been finalized and the term of the 
new board will commence on June 1.

However, he said a process had been 
initiated to appoint a third judge after 
consulting with Chief Justice Raymond 

Zondo.
A letter had been sent to the SAPS 

national commissioner to nominate a 
person after the police representative 
retired.

Mthombeni said the department was 
reviewing the appointment regime of 
the Correctional Service Parole Board 
after it received some complaints.

“The department is considering 
extending the three-year contract  
period to five years to create stability,” 
he said.

Asked why they had so many vacan-
cies and why they did not advertise 
before posts on time, correctional ser-
vices national commissioner Makgothi 
Thobakgale said the vetting of the mem-
bers of the parole boards was not in 
their hands.

N A T I O N

Vetting blamed for delays in filling vacancies on prison parole boards

Offers to provide 9  789MW of energy welcomed 
but experts say it won’t stop load shedding

RENEWABLES 
ALONE NOT 
ENOUGH
FOR SA  
NICOLA DANIELS
nicola.daniels@inl.co.za

WHILE applications for 9  789 mega-
watts of renewable energy have been 
welcomed, experts agree it won’t stop 
load shedding.

Department of Forestry Fisheries 
and the Environment (DFFE) Minister 
Barbara Creecy delivered her budget 
vote speech on Friday, announcing that 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
applications for 9  789MW of renewable 
energy were being processed by her 
department.

In addition, 15 applications relating 
to transmission and distribution infra-
structure were being prioritised, she said.

“This is made up of 2 899MW for 
Solar PV, 6 890 for wind energy facil-
ities and many of these applications 
include battery energy storage systems 
and associated transmission and distri-
bution infrastructure. We are working 
hard to cut the red tape and get these 
projects finalised and in this regard, 
we have reduced our decision-making 
timeframes from 107 days to 57 days,” 
said Creecy.

The news comes hot on the heels of 
the Department of Transport on Thurs-
day announcing it had given the green 
light to power supplier, Karpowership, 
to have access to the Ports of Ngqura, 
Durban and Saldanha Bay for 20 years 
for its gas-to-power projects.

In terms of renewable versus coal, 
Creecy said: “Government is clear that 
we must battle both load shedding and 
climate change. It is not a one or the 
other decision. 

“Current modelling will advise 
how we balance our decommissioning 
schedule so we can achieve energy secu-
rity within the context of our climate 
change commitments and air quality 
improvement.”

Independent consultant in energy 
research, Hilton Trollip, welcomed the 
news.

“It’s really nice to see the DFFE min-
ister recognising the important role that 
renewables play and expediting the pro-
cess of both the renewable generation 
projects and also transmission which 
is absolutely key to getting more power 
into the grid,” he said.

Energy expert Lungile Mashile 
explained that she suspected the appli-
cations were from the private sector, for 
commercial and industrial projects and 
it would take between six to 24 months 
to come online depending on the size 
of the project.

“Ultimately it is a good thing and 
hopefully these projects come online 
as soon as possible. It will not stop load 
shedding. 

“It will most likely reduce daytime 
demand but if these entities still operate 
in the evening peak it will still create 
problems for load shedding because 
there will be a huge jump in demand 
from early evening peak till about late 
evening peak. 

“Karpowerships will certainly help a 
lot. They provide firm capacity and are 
dispatchable. What this means is, you 
can call on them and within 30 seconds 
they can provide energy to the grid.

“Ultimately everything is required, 
you need nuclear, you need coal, you 
need gas, you need renewables but you 
need them at different times of the day 
and you need them at different scales.”

Energy expert Ruse Moleshe added: 
“Adding renewable energy sources to 
the grid has environmental advantages. 
However, their intermittency means 
that they have to be backed by flexible 
capacity for the period when they don’t 
produce sufficient electricity. 
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THE source of the cholera outbreak 
which has led to the death of 10 peo-
ple and seen 37 others admitted to the  
Jubilee Hospital in Hammanskraal, Pre-
toria, will only be confirmed by Wednes-
day.

This was according to the various 

health stakeholders who gathered at the 
Jubilee Hospital yesterday following the 
outbreak of the disease in the area.

The outbreak was confirmed by 
Gauteng Health MEC Nomantu Nko-
mo-Ralehoko as she, alongside Tshwane 
Health MMC Rina Marx, as well as polit-
ical parties, conducted a walkabout at 
the hospital yesterday to assess the sit-
uation and prepare additional facilities 

to assist the community.
The Gauteng Health Department 

said specimens of 19 people who pre-
sented with symptoms of diarrhoea, 
stomach cramps and nausea were taken 
to confirm that there was an outbreak.

Since last Monday, the department 
said 95 patients had been seen at  
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Scramble to contain cholera outbreak in Tshwane

KERRY Noble, 
who has cerebral 
palsy, is cheered 
on as she exits 
the water after 
participating in 
the 2023 Tyrelife 
Solutions SA Para 
Surf Champs 
and Para Surf 
League Open 
in Muizenberg 
yesterday. 
The event saw 
60 athletes 
from across 
SA and four 
other countries 
competing across 
nine para surf and 
three inclusive 
divisions.   
|  ARMAND 
HOUGH  African 
News Agency 
(ANA)
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