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Richmond 
council OKs 
a draft RFP 
for business 
consultant
Councilors are united in their 
urgency to get process started
By Jason Vallee
Sun staff writer

RICHMOND — After significant debate in 
each of the past two meetings, members 
of the Town Council showed a unified 
interest in moving forward in hiring an 
individual specialist or consulting firm to 
work alongside businesses and the town 
to install business-friendly practices and 
attract new development.

The council voted unanimously Tuesday to 
approve President Mark Trimmer’s request 
that town staff draft a request for propos-
als, or RFP, that would seek a qualified 
individual or professional firm to provide 
consultation and full-service implementa-
tion of programming to enhance commer-
cial and industrial development. Once the 
draft RFP is available and members have 
had a chance to read through it, Trimmer 
said the council would hold a 1-hour 
workshop to discuss and edit as needed.

The measure marked a small step forward 
that sets a path for the council to follow as 
it seeks to expand the grand list with new 
commercial and industrial developments 
in order to provide financial relief for resi-
dents without compromising services.

“The whole idea … is to begin the process 
of creating an RFP and we can all contrib-
ute and get this moving so that we’re not 
fussing over this all summer long. I would 
like to be interviewing candidates by the 
end of next month,” Trimmer said.

The decision to move forward in itself rep-
resented a compromise, as Trimmer had 
initially sought to go to RFP on Tuesday 
before withdrawing in favor of the draft. 
Both Councilman Michael Colasante and 
Councilwoman Helen Sheehan also indi-
cated they would prefer to move forward 
sooner than later, agreeing to the work-
shop in order to keep making progress.

Sheehan arrived at the meeting with a set 
of job description items that the council 
would potentially be seeking in a consul-
tant. The list, which was not included elec-
tronically before the meeting or with the 
formal packets presented to the council, 
focused on hiring a hands-on consultant 
who would be willing to work directly with 
businesses, residents and town officials.

Both Sheehan and Colasante urged 
Trimmer to consider using Sheehan’s list 
as a draft to start moving with discussions. 
Sheehan said she was trying to get things 
moving, noting that she knew the town 
could not go to RFP without a proper job 
description and that she was simply trying 
to create a starting point for the discus-
sion.

Small Christian college 
in N.Y. says new rules 
designed for branding
By Bobby Caina Calvin
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Shua Wilmot and 
Raegan Zelaya, two former dorm 
directors at a small Christian 
university in western New York, 
acknowledge their names are un-
conventional, which explains why 

they attached gender identities to 
their work email signatures.

Wilmot uses “he/him.” Zelaya 
goes by “she/her.”

Their former employer, Hough-
ton University, wanted them to 
drop the identifiers in line with 
a new policy for email formats 
implemented in September. Both 
refused and were fired.

“My name is Shua. It’s an unusual 
name. And it ends with a vowel, 
‘a,’ that is traditionally feminine in 

many languages,” Wilmot said in 
a nearly one-hour video he and 
Zelaya posted on YouTube shortly 
after they were let go last month. 
“If you get an email from me and 
you don’t know who I am, you 
might not know how to gender 
me.”

Ongoing culture wars in the U.S. 
over sexual preferences, gender 
IDs and transgender rights have 
engulfed politics, school campus-
es and many other facets of public 
and private life. At least 17 Re-

publican-led states have severely 
restricted gender affirming care. 
Debates continue to rage in some 
communities about school curric-
ula mentioning sexual orientation 
or gender identity. And pickets 
have sprung up outside public li-
braries hosting “drag story hours.”

Meanwhile, controversies swirl at 
campuses with religious affilia-
tions. The recent firings prompted 
more than 700 Houghton alumni 
to sign a petition in protest.
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Low-income tenants lack options as mobile home parks razed
Housing crisis worsens as 
many seek solutions amid 
reductions of alternatives
By Anita Snow
Associated Press

Alondra Ruiz Vazquez and her hus-
band were comfortable in Periwinkle 
Mobile Home Park for a decade, feel-
ing lucky to own their mobile home 
and pay about $450 a month for their 
lot in a city with spiraling rents.

But now they and dozens of other 
families have until May 28 to leave 
the Phoenix park, which nearby 
Grand Canyon University purchased 
seven years ago to build student 
housing. Two other mobile home 
communities are also being cleared 
this spring for new developments in 
a city where no new parks have been 
built in more than 30 years.

“I’m here, well, because I have no-
where to go,” said Isabel Ramos, who 
lives at Periwinkle with her 11-year-
old daughter. “I don’t know what’s 

going to happen.”

The razing of older mobile home 
parks across the United States wor-
ries advocates who say bulldozing 
them permanently eliminates some 
of the already limited housing for the 
poorest of the poor. Residents may 
have to double up with relatives or 
live in their cars amid spiking evic-
tions and homelessness, they warn.

“Mobile homes are a much bigger 
part of our affordable housing stock 
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A former public street 
in Periwinkle Mobile 
Home Park is now is 
fenced off in Phoenix. 
Residents are facing 
a May 28 eviction 
deadline for a private 
university’s redevel-
opment of land for 
student housing. 
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ANTEBELLUM ENTREPRENEUR
Joseph Potter dabbled in a  
little bit of everything during 
the middle of the 19th century
By David Smith
Special to The Sun

Joseph Henry Potter was quite the business-
man in Westerly in the mid- to late-1800s.

He came from a family of means and 
dabbled in a variety of businesses over the 
years, including the manufacture of stoves 
and plows, ownership of drug stores and a 
store specializing in ready-made clothing 
and custom tailoring.

Potter’s 
father was 
Robert 
Thompson 
Potter, who 
was born 
July 31, 1794, 
in Hopkin-
ton. He died 

in 1828. Potter’s mother was Mary Palmer, 
who was born in Stonington on March 1, 
1803. She died in 1842. Potter’s wife, Rhoda, 
was the daughter of Robert and Lois (Sis-
son) Langworthy.

His legacy might well have been forgotten 
by most historians, had he not left behind 
some mementos of his business acumen in 
the form of rare bottles that bear his name 
and other ephemera.

Those aqua-colored bottles include a pon-
tiled eight-sided ink that bears the name 
of he and his partner, E.G. Champlin. The 
inkwell is marked on four panels —  Potter & 
/ Champlin / Westerly / R.I. Pontiled refers 
to a rough spot of glass on the bottom of 
a bottle where the punty rod was broken 
off during its making, generally after the 
glassblower formed the lip. It’s presence on 
utilitarian glassware usually indicates the 
glass is old.

While eight-sided pontiled inks are not 
generally rare, this particular example with 
embossing is quite scarce, and to date there 
are reportedly only two known examples.

Other examples of the Potter and Cham-
plin business venture are pontiled and 
non-pontiled with labels. The date on one 
of the non-pontiled bottles indicates its age 
as 1866, while the pontiled variations are 
undoubtedly earlier. The labels on these ex-
amples indicate the contents were extracts 
for making root beer and sarsaparilla, all 
offerings from any full-stocked pharmacy in 
the 1800s.

One of the more curious examples of the 
Potter legacy is a pontiled bottle that is 
embossed simply “J.H. Potter, Westerly, R.I.” 
This bottle would date from 1850 to 1855 
before Potter took on Champlin as a partner. 
Luckily for posterity, the label identifies it 
as having held hair dye, something Potter 
heavily advertised.

Champlin was definitely in business before 
Potter came along. There is a label-only 
E.G. Champlin bottle that shows Champlin 
established his business in 1845, a good 10 
years before his joining with Potter.

One can surmise that by 1855, in this 

competitive field in downtown Westerly, 
Champlin was ready for a partner, especially 
one with capital.

There were many drug stores in Westerly in 
the 1800s, and many of them had shops in 
downtown Westerly and, during the sum-
mer months, in Watch Hill.

Joseph H. Potter was born in Potter Hill on 
Oct. 10, 1823. He would die at the age of 
85 on Aug. 9, 1909, in Westerly, where he 
resided at 113 High St. He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Rhoda Ann Langworthy 
of Hopkinton, who died on Feb. 21, 1885. 
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