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BAD NEWS, BUCS 
Pirates drop error-riddled series finale 
to Diamondbacks, fall to 4-13 in May. B1.

SPOTLIGHT 
Student-athletes from Richland, 

Westmont Hilltop get recognition. B1.
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BY JOSHUA BYERS
JBYERS@TRIBDEM.COM

Twice a week for the past 
month, the Conemaugh Town-
ship Area High School choir 
has jammed out to Foreigner’s 
“I Want to Know What Love 
Is” during rehearsals for their 
performance with the band on 
Tuesday.

Members of the world- 
famous rock group have invit-
ed the students on stage to sing 
with them as they bring “The 
Greatest Hits Tour” to 1st Sum-
mit Arena @ Cambria County 
War Memorial, 326 Napoleon 
St., downtown Johnstown.

“We were al l  ecstatic,” 
Conemaugh Township senior 
Sydney McMillan said. “Of 
course we knew of Foreigner 
because we’re all music nerds.”

McMillan, one of 25 students 
who will get to sing with the 
band, said she couldn’t be more 
excited about the opportunity. 
She was introduced to Foreign-
er by her parents and grew up 
listening to music from that era.

Jonathan Fochtman is anoth-
er member of the choir whose 
parents introduced him to For-
eigner, and he now loves the 
band, he said.

“I think it’s very, very exciting 
to be performing with them,” 
the junior said.

Conemaugh Township choir 
director Mari Grace Lin-
genfelter was contacted by 

‘Long-lasting memory’ 
Foreigner invites local students on stage
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Members of the Conemaugh Township Area High School choir rehearse Foreigner’s “I Want to Know What Love is” on Thursday as they prepare to 
perform the chart-topping anthem along with the band on Tuesday at 1st Summit Arena @ Cambria County War Memorial in downtown Johnstown, above.  
Below, Hayden Lingenfelter (front) and other members of the choir sing the song’s chorus.

Conemaugh Twp. 
choir to perform 
at famous band’s 
Johnstown show

BY KELLY URBAN
KURBAN@TRIBDEM.COM

You’ ll know what love is 
when this chart-topping band 
rocks an area venue.

Foreigner will bring its 
“The Greatest Hits Tour,” with 
special guest Cage Willis, at 
8 p.m. Tuesday to 1st Summit 
Arena @ Cambria County War 
Memorial, 326 Napoleon St., 
downtown Johnstown.

With 10 multi-platinum 

albums and 16 top 30 hits, 
Foreigner, founded in 1976, is 
hailed as one of the most pop-
ular rock acts in the world, 
with a musical arsenal that 
continues to propel sold-out 
tours and album sales now 

Arena: Big buzz for 
‘Greatest Hits Tour’

Please see CHOIR, A2 Please see TOUR, A2

Tickets still available 
for Tuesday’s concert

BY STEPHEN GROVES, 
ZEKE MILLER and JOSH BOAK 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON – The White 
House and House Republicans 
wrapped up another round of 
debt ceiling talks Sunday as 
Washington races to strike a 
budget compromise along with a 
deal to raise the nation’s borrow-
ing limit and avert an economy- 
wrecking federal default.

President Joe Biden and 
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy 
spoke by phone Sunday while the 
president was returning home on 
Air Force One after the Group of 
Seven summit in Japan. 

Upbeat, McCarthy, R-Calif., 
told reporters at the Capitol that 
the call was “productive” and that 
the on-again, off-again nego-
tiations between his staff and 
White House representatives are 
focused on spending cuts.

Biden and McCarthy are set 
to meet for a pivotal meeting 
Monday at the White House.

Negotiators for the Demo-
cratic president and Republi-
can speaker met for 2 1/2 hours 
at the Capitol as talks appear to 
be narrowing on a 2024 budget 
year cap that would be key to 
resolving the standoff. 

“We’ ll keep working,” said 
Steve Ricchetti, counselor to the 
president, as the White House 
team exited. The Republicans 
were not seen leaving the speak-
er’s office and offered no imme-
diate comment after the talks.

They all face a deadline, as 
soon as June 1, when the gov-
ernment could run out of cash 
to pay its bills. Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen said Sunday 
that June 1 is a “hard deadline.”

McCarthy said after his call 
with Biden that “I think we can 
solve some of these problems if 
he understands what we’re look-
ing at.” The speaker added, “But 
I’ve been very clear to him from 
the very beginning. We have to 

McCarthy, 
Biden will 
meet, talk 
debt limit
Talks held at Capitol 
as president returns 
from Japan summit

BY DAVID HURST
DHURST@TRIBDEM.COM

Vines of shimmering twinkle lights 
climbed one wall on Sunday at Bottle Works.

A pair of preschool-aged “fairies” were 
twirling nearby on a make-believe magi-
cal ballroom floor – and Isla Evans, 7, was 
using colorful card stock to create a “Hobbit 
House.”

It was all part of the “Wings and Wizards 
Ball” – a first-time fundraiser that drew a 
crowd of costumed children to the arts cen-
ter in Johnstown’s Cambria City section.

Many children, Evans included, showed 
up for the occasion in colorful robes, wings 
and princess-style gowns.

“This is magical,” said her mother, Patty 
Evans, while Isla Evans showed off her 
pointed fairy ears. “It gives them a chance 
to dress up and have fun. I’m not little any-
more, and I love this, too.”

Bottle Works Youth Coordinator Holly 
Lees said that the event was inspired by 
artist and author Sarah Gayle’s whimsical 

Bottle Works fantasy fundraiser draws crowd of kids
Eight-year-olds 

Justice Willis 
(left) and Myah 

Love, both of 
Johnstown, 
create fairy 
wreaths on 

Sunday during 
the “Wings and 

Wizards Ball” at 
Bottle Works in 

Johnstown.
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‘Wings and Wizards Ball’ to back art camps

Please see KIDS, A2

BY DAVID HURST
DHURST@TRIBDEM.COM

Members of a clean-up crew on Sun-
day were busy tidying up the Johns-
town Greenway Trail that runs along 
Iron Street in downtown Johnstown.

The effort also signaled a new chap-
ter for the riverside trail as workers 
were creating a StoryWalk – a move to 

replicate a similar attraction installed 
last fall at the top of Stackhouse Park.

Posts were added on Sunday that will 
support a series of storyboards, each of 
which will be built to feature two pages 
of a children’s book – and young read-
ers will be encouraged to travel along 
the path and work their ways through 
the stories, which will be changed regu-

larly, said Stackhouse Park board mem-
ber and program manager Lauren Laz-
zari.

The StoryWalk is part of a broader 
effort to encourage children to embrace 
outdoor exploration, wellness and lit-
eracy, Lazzari said. She credited a  

New chapter for trail as crews clean up city
StoryWalk aimed at attracting young readers Lauren Lazzari (right) 

and her daughter Maggi 
add color to a planter 
box on Sunday along 
the Johnstown Green-
way Trail, where crews 
were working to create 
a StoryWalk attraction.
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n G7 ends with Ukraine in 
focus as Zelenskyy meets with 
world leaders/A8

n Zelenskyy denies Bakhmut 
in Russian hands/B4
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