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COLUMBUS, Ohio – A new batch of
states are looking to legislate the level of
informed consent when it comes to
medical students performing pelvic ex-
ams for educational purposes on un-
conscious patients. 

At least 20 states already have con-
sent laws for this practice. Montana’s
governor signed a bill in April, Missouri
has legislation that needs the governor’s
signature to become law and Ohio law-
makers are also considering it.

Colorado lawmakers want to go a
step further, with Democratic Gov. Ja-
red Polis expected to sign a bill that one
bioethicist calls the broadest she’s seen
– and says may go too far – due to a re-
quirement of naming the involved stu-
dents ahead of time and introducing
them to the patients.

Proponents “see the Colorado bill as a
model we hope other states will pass,”

said Elizabeth Newman, public policy
director at the Colorado Coalition
Against Sexual Assault, which testifi�ed
in favor of the legislation.

It’s hard to track and quantify how

often medical students are asked to do
intimate exams – like pelvic, rectal or
prostate exams – on patients who are
anesthetized. Opponents of the vari-
ous bills and laws, who are often doc-
tors, argue it’s government overreach
which could compromise the estab-
lished trust between patient and pro-
vider and should instead be left to rec-
ommendations from medical associa-
tions.

Typically, a patient signs a number
of forms giving broad consent for a
range of procedures that might be
medically necessary while someone is
anesthetized. That can also include
consent for educational purposes.

“Most folks just sign them and as-
sume they are going to get the care that
they need,” said Colorado Democratic
Rep. Jenny Willford, who co-spon-
sored the bill.

But patients often don’t know they
were examined while unconscious, 

Alexandra Fountaine, a medical student at Ohio University, testifi�ed before a committee earlier this month advocating for
a bill that would ban pelvic exams on unconscious patients without their express consent. ANITA SNOW/AP
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OhioHealth, which

has several teaching

hospitals, told the AP in a

statement that its policies

“regarding patient consent

are consistent with current

law” and that attending

physicians oversee 

patient exams, which are 

“a component of the medical

education process.”

Remember when exorbitant egg
prices took over the internet and the
household staple became a rationed
delicacy? 

Well, the tides have fi�nally turned,
and high egg prices are starting to
crack. 

As of April 26, wholesale prices of
eggs — the amount retailers pay to egg
distributors — were at $1.22. By last
week, they descended to 94 cents for
Midwest large eggs — the benchmark
for eggs sold in their shells —according
to Urner Barry, a market research fi�rm. 

These prices come as a stark con-
trast to the $5.46 record high in De-
cember, followed by a price point of
$4.25 in January and $3.54 around
Easter, according to Business Insider. 

In total, prices have decreased by
78% in about fi�ve months. 

Why were egg prices high? 

Egg prices initially increased due to
avian infl�uenza, which severely im-
pacted chicken farmers in 2022 and
aff�ected 58 million birds across 47
states, according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 

Avian fl�u spreads quickly and has a
mortality rate in chickens of 90% to
100%. To contain outbreaks, aff�ected
birds were slaughtered selectively as a
precaution, causing egg scarcity as
stocks were decimated, according to
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

Current status of egg production 

Since bird fl�u outbreaks reported
last year, there haven’t been new cases
detected at commercial egg farms
since Dec. 20, according to the USDA. 

All impacted farms from the spring
are back in production, and Delaware
producers still follow strict biosecurity
protocols to keep the virus out of local
fl�ocks, according to the state Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 

In early December, there were
about 308 million hens laying eggs for
consumption, down from about 328
million a year before, according to the
USDA.

By April, the USDA documented 314
million layer hens were present. 

Why egg prices are dropping 

The decrease in bird fl�u has allowed
egg supply to rebound, and a lag in de-
mand has further contributed to the
dip in egg prices. 

Experts fi�nd that egg consumption
decreases after the holidays before in-
creasing closer to Easter, but with 

Why are 
egg prices
dropping? 
Krys'tal Griffin
Delaware News Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

A stack of over a hundred eggs await
the stove at Helen’s Sausage House.
The famous Delaware eatery serves
over 300 eggs on a normal weekday.
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Pain is the most common chronic ail-
ment in America by far, a new study
fi�nds, and people in pain tend to stay in
pain over the course of a year. 

The study, published last week in JA-
MA Network Open, compared the pain
scores of more than 10,000 people from
2019 to 2020. 

Pain was found to be far more com-
mon than other chronic diseases. If
1,000 people were measured for a year,
the study said, there would be 52 cases
of chronic pain, 45 cases of high blood
pressure, 16 cases of depression and
seven cases of diabetes.

Volunteers were asked several ques-
tions: “In the past 3 months, how often
did you have pain? Would you say nev-
er, some days, most days, or every day?”
and “Over the past 3 months, how often
did pain limit your life or work activ-
ities? Would you say never, some days,
most days, or every day?” 

At the start, about 40% reported no

pain, about the same percentage re-
ported some pain, and more than 20%
reported chronic pain, suff�ering for at
least the past three months. 

In some cases, people recovered over
the following year, while for others,
their pain progressed. Nearly 15% of
those with some pain in 2019 reported
chronic pain a year later, while 10% of
those reporting chronic pain in 2019 no
longer had it the following year. 

But the more pain someone was in in
2019, the more likely they were to still be
suff�ering a year later and the greater
their chances of having pain that lim-
ited their life or work activities.

Older people were more likely to re-
port chronic pain than younger ones,
and those without a college degree re-
ported more pain than graduates. 

Just over half the study volunteers
were women, 54% were ages 18 to 49,
and the rest were over 50. Just under
30% were college graduates. The group
was roughly refl�ective of the broader
population by race and ethnicity, with
2% American Indian or Alaska Native,

6% Asian, 12% Black, 73% white, and
17% identifi�ed as Hispanic. 

Health and patient safety coverage
at USA TODAY is made possible in part
by a grant from the Masimo Founda-
tion for Ethics, Innovation and Compe-
tition in Healthcare. The Masimo Foun-
dation does not provide editorial input.
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In some cases, people with chronic
pain recovered over the following
year, while for others, their pain
progressed. GETTY IMAGES
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