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Dunmyer dominates Pro Stock
feature at Jennerstown Speedway
SPORTS, 1B

McCONNELLSBURG – In a rural part of
Pennsylvania, the 2020 election hasn’t end-
ed.

Two county commissioners went rogue
in the spirit of a “stolen election,” leading to a
secretive probe of their own Dominion vot-
ing machines.

When the Pennsylvania Supreme Court
stepped in, the Fulton County commission-
ers ignored their orders.

It has exposed their own taxpayers to un-
told legal fees. 

Swept up in a fi�nd-the-fraud fervor of for-
mer President Donald Trump and allies in
the Pennsylvania Legislature, the commis-
sioners’ investigation of Dominion voting
machines explicitly defi�ed the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania. Justice Kevin
Dougherty called it one of the “more brazen
abuse(s) of the judicial process” he can re-
member over his two-plus decades on the
bench. 

In spite of a direct court order, Fulton
County’s Republican commissioners went
behind their Democratic colleague’s back to
authorize a third-party probe of their voting
machines and have been slapped with a
contempt ruling.

Yet few in their community seem even
aware of their situation. At least one of those
GOP incumbents is likely returning to the
commissioners’ offi�ce after the election in
November. 

“I think it was a big mistake,” Commis-
sioner Paula Shives, the lone Democrat on
the three-person board, said of her GOP col-
leagues’ decision to allow third parties to in-
spect the county’s voting machines in 2021

and 2022. “I think the ruling from the Su-
preme Court is showing it’s a big mistake.” 

“I have very big concerns on what this
cost is gonna be to the county now. I’ve had
people asking me how many millions is this
gonna cost,” she added, “and I have no idea.”

Her colleagues, in hot water with the
court, have expressed no regret and stand
by their probe of the voting machines con-
ducted after they hired a pair of attorneys,
who are now up for disciplinary review.

Fulton County
taxpayers await hit 

Large stencil-style renderings of Jesus Christ and former U.S. President Donald Trump are displayed
against the side of H&G’s Bubbles & Baths in McConnellsburg. BRUCE SIWY/BUCKS COUNTY COURIER TIMES 

Supreme Court ruling to aff�ect area, fi�nancially
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Thomas Breth, left, a lawyer for Fulton
County, stands with other county officials
and explains that the state Supreme Court
had just put their voting machine
inspection on hold before it started in
McConnellsburg on Jan. 14, 2022. 
MARC LEVY/AP
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AUSTIN, Texas – After Mayah Zamora was shot
and wounded at Robb Elementary School, her family
did what many mass shooting survivors do: They
sued.

They sued the store off� Main Street in Uvalde, Tex-
as, that sold the teenage gunman his AR-style rifl�e.
They sued the gun-maker. And they sued police who
waited 77 minutes outside Mayah’s fourth-grade
classroom before stopping the shooting that killed 19
children and two teachers.

“Mainly what we are looking for is some sort of
justice,” said Christina Zamora, Mayah’s mother.

As the grim frequency of gun violence continues,
both the U.S. government and gun manufacturers
have reached large settlements in recent years fol-
lowing some of the nation’s worst mass shootings. In
April, the Justice Department announced a $144 mil-
lion settlement with relatives and families of a 2017
Texas church attack, which was carried out by a for-
mer U.S. airman with a criminal history.

The lawsuits, relatives and victims of mass shoot-
ings say, are an eff�ort to get accountability and 

Abel Lopez, right, father of Xavier Lopez who was
killed in the shootings in Uvalde, Texas, holds a
banner May 8 in Austin, Texas. Families in Uvalde
are digging in for a new test of legal protections for
the gun industry as they mark one year since the
shooting. ERIC GAY/AP FILE

Suits vs. gun
industry face
hurdles
Families of victims say 
they want accountability
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WASHINGTON – President Joe Biden and House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy will meet in person on Mon-
day as the government races against a looming dead-
line to raise America’s debt limit before federal funds
potentially run dry early next month.

The leaders spoke by phone Sunday as the presi-
dent returned home on Air Force One after the Group
of Seven summit in Japan. McCarthy, R-Calif., told
reporters at the Capitol that the call was “productive”
and that the on-again, off�-again negotiations would
resume later in the day. 

Both sides have said progress was being made but
that they remain far apart. Biden’s Treasury Depart-
ment has said it could run out of cash as soon as June
1, and U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said Sun-
day, “I think that that’s a hard deadline.”

McCarthy said after his call with Biden that “I 

Biden, McCarthy to
meet Monday for talks
Negotiations to resume 
after ‘productive’ call
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