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Bill would 
shield 
medical  
pot users  
Pa. House members 
introduce measure  
to protect patients 
from DUI charges
By John Finnerty

Capitolwire.com

HARRISBURG — Legislation 
introduced in the state House on 
Thursday would protect medical 
marijuana patients from being 
charged with DUI simply because 
drug tests show the presence of 
THC in their systems.

The legislation would not pro-
vide any safety net for marijua-
na users who are not enrolled 
in the state’s medical marijuana 
program and it would not pro-
tect drivers who are found to be 
impaired by marijuana while 
driving whether they are medical 
marijuana patients or not.

There are more than 425,000 
people with active patient cer-
tifications allowing them to use 
medical marijuana in Pennsylva-
nia. The issue is festering even as 
some lawmakers push to expand 
eligibility for medical marijuana 
— while current law only allows 
those with specified qualifying 
conditions to use medical mari-
juana, Sen. Mike Regan, R-Cum-
berland, and Sen. James Brew-
ster, D-Allegheny, announced 
plans earlier this year for legis-
lation that would allow doctors 
to certify patients to use medical 
marijuana for any condition. It 
also comes as most of Pennsyl-
vania’s neighboring states have 
legalized adult recreational use 
of marijuana and elected officials 
here debate whether to do the 
same.

The issue of how to police mar-
ijuana use by drivers has proven 
to be a thorny one since drug 
tests detect the presence of mar-
ijuana long after the individual 
has ceased to be impaired by the 
drug. Pennsylvania law allows 
police to charge drivers with DUI 
when marijuana use is detected, 
regardless of impairment.
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Retired Army Sgt. Thaddeus Willey (right) is 
greeted after speaking at an Armed Forces Day 
observance Saturday at the Van Zandt VA Medi-
cal Center, which included local veterans groups 
(top) and the Jaffa Highlanders.

A Story of Service

 

At Armed Forces Day 
event, Purple Heart 
recipient recounts 
his time in Iraq 
By William KiBler

bkibler@altoonamirror.com

A 
chaotic environment is normal-
ly a detriment to clear thinking.

But not for Thaddeus Willey.
The retired Army sergeant 

and Purple Heart recipient discovered 
that he actually thrives on chaos during 
the Iraq War, initially during a search 
for a potentially lethal “person of inter-
est,” Willey said, following an Armed 
Forces Day observance Saturday at the 
Van Zandt VA Medical Center.

The Martinsburg native realized that 
he was noticing “every garbage bag, 
every window, every person’s hands,” 
he said. 

“Chaos slows the world down for me,” 
he stated, as the modest crowd that 
attended the observance dispersed from 
the medical center grounds. “It makes 
me think sharper.” 

For others, chaos can be the ruination  

of clarity, Willey said.
For him, that comes with calm. 
When his surroundings are placid, 

“my mind (goes to) 50 different things,” 
he said.

Focus at those times 
can be difficult, he said. 

The ability to thrive 
while everything 
around is chaotic is 
something service 
members can learn for 
sure only in combat, 
because “training is 
training,” and “your 
mind still knows you’re 
safe,” Willey said.

His own ability to 
think clearly while 
there’s disorder all about serves him 
well also in civilian life, in his job as 
a field installation superintendent for 
PennStress precast and prestressed con-
crete in Roaring Spring, he said.

On a construction site for a bridge, 
factory, parking garage or stadium, 
there’s frequently confusion, but he’s in 
his element, he said. 

Brothers in arms

Sgt. Willey earned his Purple Heart 
for the same incident that killed 
Army Specialist Chad Edmundson of 
Williamsburg, a member of Willey’s 

four-person patrol team.
Edmundson was like “a little brother,”  

Willey said. “(One) you love dearly and 
have to yell at sometimes,” he said.

The younger man was 
cheerful and outgoing, 
according to Willey.

“He could make you 
smile when you’re in 
the worst place in your 
mind,” he said. 

While “not dumb,” 
Edmundson would 
sometimes “do some-
thing totally stupid — 
with a grin on his face.”

If the team were 
patrolling the streets 
“looking for everything 

— all that is bad, that will kill you and 
hurt you,” Edmundson would some-
times make “goofy” gestures, interact-
ing playfully with children, Willey said. 

“It would bring a little humanity back 
to your mind,” Willey said.

All the soldiers did that sort of thing 
once in a while, he said. “But Chad more 
so,” Willey said.

“He was on patrol with me every day,” 
Willey said. 

Until the day in May 2009 when 
Edmundson stepped on an improvised 
explosive device seven feet away from 
Willey.

By matt Churella 

For the Mirror

EBENSBURG — Central Cam-
bria Superintendent Jason Moore 
is committed to making the world 
of public education a better place 
for kids.

Moore, who joined Central 
Cambria as its curriculum direc-
tor in 2014, also served as an 
elected member of the Greater 
Johnstown School Board from 
2015-20.

He didn’t anticipate becoming 
Central Cambria’s acting super-
intendent when he was put into 
the position in 2017.

“The job kind of found me 
because of an unexpected open-

ing,” he said. “But I found that 
I enjoyed it, and I had a lot of 
support from the board and was 
given a contract after that.”

In 2018, Moore started his first 
year as the district’s superinten-
dent. He was also appointed as 
the Greater Johnstown School 
Board president in the same year.

“The reason I ran for the school 
board was because I firmly 
believe in public education,” 
Moore said, adding he also ran 
because his grandfather, Lee 
Moore, was a board member in 
Greater Johnstown in the 1950s 
and 1960s.

Greater Johnstown Superinten-
dent Amy Arcurio said Moore is 
one of the most dedicated individ-
uals she has had the pleasure of 
working alongside.

“He definitely strives, in what-
ever capacity he serves, to give 

100 percent to the task at hand,” 
Arcurio said. 

Moore said he thought the 
Greater Johnstown School Board 
deserved someone who could 
be more engaged for the district 
and resigned from the board to 
devote himself to Central Cambria 

during the COVID-19 pandemic.
“I think he’s a brilliant leader 

who recognized that leading Cen-
tral Cambria in the vision he had 
for that school district required 
more time,” Arcurio said.

Superintendent job ‘found’ Central Cambria’s Moore
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“The one thing I think is most 
great about Central Cambria is 
we offer something for  
everybody in terms of not just 
academic offerings, but  
extracurriculars.”

Jason Moore, Central Cambria superintendent
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“Even for the 
toughest guys, it 
was scary. You’d 
wake up every 
morning not  
knowing if that’s 
your last.”

Retired Army  
Sgt. Thaddeus Willey


