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By Abdul Moiz Malik

KARACHI: Within mom ents of the 
violent protests that broke out across 
the country on May 9, hours after PTI 
Chairman Imran Khan’s arrest from 
the premises of the Islamabad High 
Court (IHC), videos of people vandalis-
ing public and private properties, 
torching buildings, and clashing with 
police began circulating on social 
media. Alarmed, the authorities 
quickly pulled the plug on mobile inter-
net and blocked public access to 
Twitter, YouTube and Facebook. The 
rationale was to not allow the protest-
ers — and in some cases, genuine mis-
creants — to continue mobilising using 
the reach of social media.

The government, clearly wary of 
PTI’s social media prowess, seems to 

have been satisfied with blocking the 
three platforms, likely believing the 
move would be enough to blunt its main 
rival’s most potent tool. The PTI is, 
after all, a juggernaut on the three 
aforementioned platforms, with an 
aggregate following of over 17.6 mil-
lion. However, the government left a 
flank unguarded: TikTok. They either 
did not take the platform seriously, or 
were totally clueless about its potential 
in narrative warfare. 

TikTok is uncharted territory in the 
social media landscape of Pakistani 
politics. Only two parties — the PTI 
and PML-N — have official TikTok 
accounts. Between the two, the PTI is 
far ahead in the game. The traction it 
enjoys is overwhelming. Its official 
TikTok account has three million fol-
lowers and has accumulated over 
167.4m likes on its video content. 

Meanwhile, the PML-N’s follower 
count stands at a measly 41,300, with 
just over 770,000 likes on its content.

With Twitter inaccessible, the PTI 
and its social media team checked the 
government’s move by leveraging 
TikTok. It went full throttle on the plat-
form. In four days — from May 9, when 
Mr Khan was arrested, to May 12, when 
the Supreme Court ordered his release 
— 164 videos were posted on PTI’s offi-
cial account; an average of 41 videos 
per day. These videos were viewed by 
over 100 million people, garnered over 
62 million likes and 191,000 comments. 
They were shared by around 260,000 
people. The average engagement on 
each video was: over 618,000 views, 
378,000 likes, 1,165 comments and 
1,583 shares.

The PTI shared messages from PTI 
leaders and montages of Mr Khan in 

action. While TV screens dedicated 
themselves to scenes depicting vio-
lence, the PTI posted videos showing 
‘peaceful’ demonstrations. It also effec-
tively used the platform to mobilise 
workers with calls to gather at specific 
locations in various cities.

Radio silence

The numbers show that the PTI 
enjoyed an open field on TikTok. The 
only other political account — the 
PML-N’s — posted only two videos in 
the same period, which were viewed 
for a total of around 134,000 times. 
Their cumulative engagement was 
around 9,400 likes, 348 comments and 
908 shares. Videos with the hashtag 
#fitnaarrested — including those 
posted by the PML-N official account  

TikTok: The new frontier for political info-wars
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Govt plans 
population 
control project
As the population growth 
rate hits 2.8pc, the 
government plans to 
launch a Rs35bn family 
planning project with the 
support of the World Bank 
in 10 districts of Punjab. 
The project has aggressive 
targets like reducing the 
total fertility rate to 2.5pc 
and increasing 
contraceptive prevalence 
rate to 45pc. Page 5

Plus...

AARAMTA (Lebanon): Hezbollah fighters parade during an exercise in the southern Lebanese village near the Israeli 
border, on Sunday. During the large-scale drill, they simulated cross-border raids, using live ammunition and an attack 
drone.—AFP                                                        Report on Page 12

By Syed Irfan Raza and  
Amjad Mahmood

ISLAMABAD/LAHORE: The 
government has decided to prose-
cute protesters who attacked civil-
ian infrastructures under the anti-
terrorism law while those who 
vandalised military property 
would be put on trial under the 
Army Act.

Initially, the government had 
planned to proceed against those 
involved in the violence erupted 
after the arrest of PTI chief Imran 
Khan in military courts, as was 
evident by decisions made by the 
National Security Committee. 
The NSC had endorsed the deci-
sion of the top brass to act against 
rioters under the Army Act. 
However, it seems that criticism 
from national and international 
groups has led the government to 
make a distinction between the 
two groups.

Addressing a meeting on 
Sunday, Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif said those who attacked 
civilian infrastructure would be 
prosecuted in the anti-terrorism 
courts while cases involving mili-
tary installations and property, 

such as the Corps Commander 
House, would be tried under rele-
vant laws. 

According to the prime minis-
ter, May 9 was the “darkest day in 
the [country’s] history” when 
miscreants allegedly belonging 
to the PTI set fire to the Corps 
Commander House in Lahore. He 
equated this with the attack on 
Quaid-i-Azam Residency in 
Ziarat in 2013.  

“On May 9, Imran Niazi and his 
followers stoked terrorism and 
violence that amounted to anti-
state acts,” the premier said, as 
he drew comparison between the 
PTI and the banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan over attacks on 
military installations. 

He recalled that militants had 
attacked a naval facility in 
Karachi in the past while the PTI 
supporters damaged a plane out-
side the Mianwali airbase which 
had been used to defend the 
country. 

Unfortunately, these Pakistanis 
turned into enemies of the coun-
try and carried out attacks target-
ing the Radio Pakistan and sev-
eral other buildings across the  

Army Act only 
for those who 
attacked mly 
property: PM
• Shehbaz says protesters who vandalised  
civilian infrastructure to face trial under  
anti-terrorism laws
• Kh Asif rules out formation of new military 
courts; PML-N senator seeks swift action over 
May 9 violence 
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FM arrives in AJK on  
three-day visit as India  
set to hold international  
moot in held Srinagar 

By Tariq Naqash

MUZAFFARABAD: Foreign Minister 
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari said on Sunday that 
Delhi would not be able to suppress the 
voice of Kashmiris by holding a meeting of 
tourism officials from G20 in Srinagar, the 
capital of India-held Kashmir.

“It is not possible for India to play an 
important role in the world by violating the 
UN resolutions,” he told reporters after he 
landed in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) 
on a three-day visit.

He arrived here to join the Kashmiris in 
their protest against the G20 huddle in 
India-held Kashmir from Monday (today) 

in sheer disregard for international laws.
Mr Bhutto-Zardari, who heads the 

Pakistan Peoples Party, was received at the 
helipad by the party’s regional president 
Chaudhry Muhammad Yasin. Mr Yasin’s 
predecessor Chaudhry Latif Akbar, who is 
still holding the office of the leader of oppo-

sition, and some other PPP lawmakers, 
including minister without portfolio Faisal 
Mumtaz Rathore, were also present.

Talking to a group of media persons at 
the helipad, Mr Bhutto-Zardari said the 
AJK government had invited him to 
address the highest representative forum 
of the liberated territory at a time when 
India was holding a controversial event in 
the occupied territory.

“Those who think that by organising a  

Kashmiris can’t be silenced 
with G20 event: Bilawal
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By Mohammad Asghar

RAWALPINDI: The pre-
Haj operation began across 
the country on Sun day 
with the first flight carry-
ing 328 intending pilgrims 
from Karachi to Madina 
early in the morning.

The Pakistan Inter-
national Airlines plans to 
carry 65,000 people to 
Saudi Arabia during the 
month-long Haj operation, 
which will end on June 22.

Senior government offi-
cials and those from the 
PIA were present at 
Karachi Airport to see off 
the pilgrims.

According to a PIA 
spokesperson, inaugural 
flights from Karachi,  
Islamabad and Faisalabad 
carried over 700 pilgrims 
on the first day of the 
operation. 

Nawaf bin Saeed Al 
Maliki, the Saudi Amba-
ssador to Pakistan, was at 
the airport to see off the  
intending pilgrims who 
boarded the first flight from 
Islamabad for Madina.

Federal ministers Talha 
Mehmood and Shahzain 
Bugti, officials from PIA, 
the Civil Aviation Autho-
rity and the Ministry of 
Religious Affairs were  

Over 700 fly 
to S. Arabia 
as Haj 
operation 
begins
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By Mansoor Malik

LAHORE: PTI Chair-
man Imran Khan has said 
there are 80 per cent 
chances of his arrest on 
Tuesday when he will be 
in Islamabad to pursue 
pre-arrest bail in various 
cases. 

In an interview with 
CNN, the former prime 
minister alleged that 
PDM was aligned with the 
army and was “disman-
tling the democratic sys-
tem to keep me out”. Right 
now, he said, over 10,000 
workers had been arrested 
and his party’s entire sen-

ior leadership was in jail. 
Referring to violence 

and arson attacks on state 
buildings and army instal-
lations on May 9, Mr Khan 
said: “The way they have 
used the pretext of arson 
[…] they have used that 
reaction after my arrest to 
dismantle the party.” 

Claiming that hundreds 
of women and children 
have been jailed, the PTI 
chief said: “They are now 
trying to try us in military 
courts.” 

Since he had already 
stated that he had no con-
flict with the establish-
ment and did not know why 
the other side was annoyed 
with him, the ex-premier  

Imran sees 
‘80 per cent 
chances’ of 
his arrest 
tomorrow 
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British MP slams West for 
hypocrisy on Kashmir: Page 11

Another MNA parts 
ways with PTI over 
May 9 riots: Page 3  
Hundreds of PTI 
supporters protest 
outside White  
House: Page 11


