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Marlington’s Cernansky
has record-setting day
SPORTS, 1B

LAWRENCE TWP. – As Memorial Day approaches,
crews at Clay’s Resort Jellystone Park were stationed
throughout the park putting the fi�nishing touches on the
campground, swimming area and new attractions. 

The holiday marks the start of the park’s peak season
welcoming swimmers, campers and adventure seekers to
the more than 500-acre playground at 12951 Patterson St.
NW, just off� state Route 21.

“It’s a really exciting time,” general manager Stephanie
Axtell said, noting the park will debut its new multi-level
water playground structure, as well as welcome campers
into dozens of new cabins. 

Building on a 75-year tradition

Clay’s Park began welcoming visitors in 1948, when
Otis D. Clay opened the attraction. The main feature was
the 10-acre sand-bottom swimming and boating lake that
still cools visitors during the summer months.

Upon Clay’s death in 1966, his sons took over the resort
and it remained the Clay family until they sold the park to
Northgate Resorts in 2020. 

For 75 years, Clay’s Park has served as a place for fam-
ilies from near and far to enjoy the outdoors.

Since the purchase, Axtell said the company has built 

ABOVE: Dozens of new cabins were built at Clay’s Resort
Jellystone Park camping area. Several look over the
fi�shing lake. TOP: A new multi-level water playground
with kiddie slides, water slides, water cannons and other
water features is set to open Friday at Clay's Resort
Jellystone Park in Lawrence Township.
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Clay’s Resort Jellystone Park
debuts new attractions, cabins
Amy Knapp
Massillon Independent | USA TODAY NETWORK

‘It’s a really exciting time’

“We try to be a one-stop shop to make

memories with your family and have a

great experience. There really is

something for all ages.”
Stephanie Axtell, general manager of Clay’s Resort Jellystone ParkSee PARK, Page 7A

AUSTIN, Texas – After Mayah Za-
mora was shot and wounded at Robb
Elementary School, her family did
what many mass shooting survivors
do: They sued.

They sued the store off� Main Street
in Uvalde, Texas, that sold the teenage
gunman his AR-style rifl�e. They sued
the gun-maker. And they sued police
who waited 77 minutes outside
Mayah’s fourth-grade classroom be-
fore stopping the shooting that killed
19 children and two teachers.

“Mainly what we are looking for is
some sort of justice,” said Christina
Zamora, Mayah’s mother.

As the grim frequency of gun vio-
lence continues, both the U.S. govern-
ment and gun manufacturers have
reached large settlements in recent
years following some of the nation’s
worst mass shootings. In April, the
Justice Department announced a
$144 million settlement with relatives
and families of a 2017 Texas church at-
tack, which was carried out by a for-
mer U.S. airman with a criminal histo-
ry.

The lawsuits, relatives and victims
of mass shootings say, are an eff�ort to
get accountability and prevent more
attacks – by forcing reforms, hurting
the gun industry’s bottom line and
strengthening background checks af-
ter lapses failed to stop gunmen from
buying weapons.

But despite two high-profi�le settle-
ments in the last year involving gun
manufacturers, and Democrat-led
states rolling back some industry pro-
tections, not only do high hurdles re-
main for lawsuits to succeed, but in
some places the hurdles are growing
taller.

On May 11, Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee
signed a new law that further shields
gun manufacturers from lawsuits, 

Hurdles
remain in
lawsuits
against gun
industry
Victims’ families say they
are seeking accountability

Paul J. Weber and Jake Bleiberg
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See LAWSUITS, Page 8A

A Jewish convert and researcher has
taken on the mission of documenting
the history of Jewish congregations in 16
Ohio communities, including those in
Stark and Tuscarawas counties.

“The largest is Steubenville and the
oldest is Chillicothe, which I’ve traced
back to 1813,” Austin David Reid said.
“Steubenville had 1,000 Jewish resi-
dents, but today there’s no organized
presence. There’s no more than 150
(Jews) in Alliance and Massillon.” 

Reid, who grew up in Lancaster, said
his research began as an undergraduate

project at Capital Univer-
sity in Columbus. His pa-
per titled “Jews in the Y
Bridge City: A History of
Zanesville’s Early Jewish
Community” came about
years after he looked into
the region’s dwindling

Jewish population.
“I decided to document a former

community in Lancaster, then realized
there were others in Ohio where the
memories of the Jewish community
were fading,” he said. “I think small
communities off�ered lessons for larger
communities to keep members engaged 

Researcher examines history of Ohio’s small Jewish communities
Charita M. Goshay
Canton Repository
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Reid

A look at the Massillon Jewish Center in 1945. PROVIDED BY MASSILLON MUSEUMSee HISTORY, Page 8A


