
   

‘Lifelong fraternity’
Badin’s baseball coaches have combined 
for more than 700 wins at the school. C1

Day of remembrance
Our communities will mark Memorial Day 
with parades, dedications and more. B1

Mostly sunny, warm
TODAY: 82/58 TUE: 83/59 
WED: 79/47 FORECAST: C6
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A woman was scammed 
after being directed by a 
fake federal agent to deposit 
$30,000 into an Oxford 
Bitcoin Depot ATM.

CLOSER LOOK

By Avery Kreemer
Staff Writer

A 76-year-old Oxford woman 
was scammed out of $30,000 
last week by individuals claim-
ing to be Microsoft customer 
service and an agent of the 
“Federal Government Fraud 
Department.”

According to an Oxford 
Police report, the woman 
was lured into the scheme 
when her laptop acted abnor-
mally — frozen, screen flash-
ing and making a loud noise. 
At the bottom of the screen 
was what appeared to be a 
Microsoft logo and a phone 
number attached to it. The 
woman told police she called 
the number and reached a 
man who claimed he could 
help repair her computer.

A short time later, she said 
she was contacted by another 
man claiming to be from the 
non-existent Federal Govern-
ment Fraud Department. He 
told the woman her bank 
account had two fraudu-
lent deposits of $15,000 and 
$23,000, which he advised 
needed to be taken to the 
nearest Bitcoin Depot ATM, 

Scam continued on A6

Bitcoin 
scam 
costs 
Oxford 
woman 
$30,000
Victim lured into 
a scheme through 
computer malware, 

By Lauren Pack
Staff Writer

A project that began in the base-
ment of Brian and Kelly Robin-
son’s historic Rossville home will 
soon officially become a Main 
Street business with the open-
ing of High Main Laserworks.

Kelly, a retired cargo plane 
pilot, and Brian, a Hamilton Police 
Department lieutenant, tapped 
into their creative side to form 
the business in 2020. And it flour-
ished. In August 2021, the cou-

ple purchased the former Lit-
tle Wood Shop at 571 Main St. 
and began their quest to open a 
retail space.

The structure, built in 1924, 
was a recognizable building with 
a green tile entrance near the 
intersection of Main Street and 
Eaton/Millville avenues that was 
home to a master woodworker, 
Seldon D. Brown, until his unex-
pected death in December 2020.

The pair  set out to renovate 
Kelly Robinson gets ready for the Friday opening of High Main 
Laserworks’  gift shop, 571 Main St., Hamilton. NICK GRAHAM / STAFF
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Laserworks continued on A6

High Main Laserworks gift shop to open Friday

By Michael D. Pitman
Staff Writer

HAMILTON — The future of surgery 
is happening in Hamilton now.

Hospitals across southwest 
Ohio and the country have for 
years performed robotic-assisted 
surgery, and Kettering Health 
Hamilton started its program in 
March 2020. Since then, they’ve 
had more than 600 cases, and 
that number will grow exponen-
tially in the months and years 
to come because of a $2 million 
investment in the robotic-assisted 
surgical system known as the da 
Vinci Xi nearly 18 months ago.

It’s been a surgical game 
changer, not only for the teams 
that use it multiple times a day, 
but also for their patients. The lat-
est version of the da Vinci surgi-
cal system helps reduce post-op-
erative pain — the dependence 

on prescription pain medication 
is limited, and in some cases, 
replaced with an OTC like Tyle-
nol, if it’s needed at all. It also 
limits scarring, blood loss and 
the risk of infection, as well as 
promotes quicker recovery.

“The technology you see here 
is mainly at tertiary centers,” 
said Dr. Ryan Grote, referencing 
large hospitals with specialties 
that receive referrals from pri-
mary and secondary care pro-
viders, “and at bigger hospitals, 
not smaller hospitals like this. We 
can do the same things they can.”

“We’re performing surgeries at 
a tertiary level expertise. Cases 
here that before had to go to 
downtown (Cincinnati or Day-
ton), we can keep here now. It 
helps with their recovery. Each 
patient is in their community. 
Their loved ones can see them 
better; they don’t have to travel 

downtown and can see them 
more often if they have to stay 
for longer periods of time.”

The robotic-assisted da Vinci Xi 
Surgical System is used in many 

surgical procedures, though 
not all, and provides patients 
with minimally invasive surgical  

Kettering Health Hamilton started its robotic-assisted surgery 
program in March 2020. Since then, the hospital has handled more 
than 600 cases, and that numbers only figures to grow.

Kettering Health general surgeons Andrew Lichter (left) and Ryan Grote (middle) and minimally invasive surgeon James Parker stand in front 
of the hospital’s da Vinci Xi robot. The hospital has multiple doctors, nurses and staff trained in using the machine. NICK GRAHAM PHOTOS / STAFF
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Operations continued on A6

Kettering Health Hamilton
tackles big-city operations
Surgical game-changer, doctors say of technology 
mainly found at large hospitals with specialties.
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