
          

   

By Thomas Gnau
Staff Writer

Like Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base itself, the National 
Museum of the U.S. Air Force 
is unmistakably Dayton-bred 
and born.

The museum celebrates its 
100th anniversary with a spe-
cial exhibit that opened Sunday.

The exhibit offers a detailed 
look at the museum’s history, 
complete with rare photos and 

the citation of little-known facts.
If you think the museum’s story 

began with President Richard Nix-

on’s dedication of today’s cam-
pus on Wright-Patterson Area B 
in September 1971, think again.

“There’s more to the story,” 
said Doug Lantry, historian 
and curator with the museum. 
“There’s a backstory to the back-
story.”

The origin of what is still called 
the “Air Force Museum” easily 
predates the 1947 birth of the 
Air Force itself.

Museum continued on A4

Exhibit shares story that started after 
airplanes helped win ‘The Great War’

New exhibit celebrates 
museum’s anniversary

SPECIAL COVERAGE: NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE US AIR FORCE TURNS 100

We’ve gathered some images 
from the Museum of the U.S. 
Air Force’s past exhibits and 
events. See them in your 
digital ePaper at epaper.
SpringfieldNewsSun.com.

EXTRA COVERAGE

Doug Lantry, historian and curator with the National Museum of the United States Air Force, says the 
origin of what we now call the Air Force Museum predates even the 1947 birth of the U.S. Air Force. 
“There’s more to the story,” he says. “There’s a backstory to the backstory.”  MARSHALL GORBY / STAFF

TIMELINE 

 ■ May 1923: Engineering study 
collection at McCook Field in 
Dayton opens to the curious. 

 ■ 1936: The first purpose-built 
museum for the Army Air Corps 
and combat aviation opens on 
Wright Field, today’s Area B on 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 

 ■ 1960: The Air Force Museum 
Foundation is created to secure 
funds for a new museum home. 

 ■ A fundraising campaign 
results in the construction of 
a new facility in the late 1960s, 
with President Richard Nixon 
dedicating a new building and 
campus in September 1971. 

 ■ In 1976, the foundation 
donates an addition, and in 
1988 the foundation and federal 
government fund a second 
exhibit building. 

 ■ The IMAX Theatre and atrium 
open in 1991. 

 ■ In 2003, the museum opens 
the 200,000 square-foot Eugene 
W. Kettering Cold War Gallery. 

 ■ A Missile and Space Gallery 
constructed as a missile silo 
opens in 2004. The theatre 
underwent an $800,000 
renovation in 2012 as part of its 
conversion to a 400-seat digital 
3D theatre. 

 ■ Implementation of the 
third phase of the expansion 
plan, privately financed by the 
foundation, was construction of 
a 224,000 square-foot fourth 
building that opened to the 
public in 2016.

National Museum of the U.S. Air Force
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NEW DETAILS

By Cornelius Frolik
Staff Writer

Dayton could be days away 
from approving an outdoor 
drinking district more than 
nine times the size of the cur-
rent one, covering most of 
downtown.

If approved, the district 
could launch in mid-June, 
and some bar and restaurant 
owners say they can’t wait 
because this will be a big deal 
for downtown.

“We have seen the benefit,” 
said Nick Bowman, one of the 
owners of Warped Wing Brew-
ing Co., a downtown brewery 
that would be included in the 
new district. “Ever since the 
beginning, we wanted to be a 
part of it. We think it’s a very 
important thing.”

The Dayton City Com-
mission on last Wednesday 
decided to move forward with 
the first reading of legislation 
that would replace Dayton’s 
current Designated Outdoor 
Refreshment Area (DORA) with 
a new one. A vote on whether 
to approve the proposal could 
take place Wednesday.

Dayton’s current outdoor 
drinking district spans about 
40 acres and mainly consists 
of the Oregon District busi-
ness strip on East Fifth Street.

The proposed DORA would 

Drinking continued on A5

Larger 
drinking 
district 
could be 
approved 
this week
More downtown 
businesses want
in on the action.

CLOSER LOOK

By Samantha Wildow
Staff Writer

Memorial Day weekend is 
approaching, signaling the start of 
pool season for many local aquatic 
centers.

Whether visiting a public pool or 

using a private one, public health 
officials recommend staying alert 
with children in the water and prac-
ticing water safety skills, including 
learning to swim.

“We highly recommend you teach 
your kids to swim,” said Bryan 
Lemons, a registered environmen-

tal health specialist with Public 
Health-Dayton and Montgomery 
County. “Make sure you feel confi-
dent when you get into the water.”

Even if lifeguards are on duty, 
they cannot watch every child, 
Lemons said.

“When you’re here, pay atten-

tion to your children, don’t just 
rely on a lifeguard to do that,” 
Lemons said.

In the U.S., more children ages 1–4 
die from drowning than any other 
cause, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control. For children ages 
5–14, drowning is the second-lead-

ing cause of unintentional injury 
death after motor vehicle crashes.

Every year in the U.S. there are 
an estimated 4,000 fatal uninten-
tional drownings — an average of 
11 drowning deaths per day — and 

Safety continued on A5

Swimming safety prioritized as pool season approaches

TOP NATIONAL STORY

By Tom Krisher
Associated Press

DETROIT — More than 33 million 
people in the United States are 
driving vehicles that contain a 
potentially deadly threat: Airbag 
inflators that in rare cases can 
explode in a collision and spew 
shrapnel.

Few of them know it.
And because of a dispute 

between federal safety regula-
tors and an airbag parts manu-
facturer, they aren’t likely to find 
out anytime soon.

The National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration is demand-
ing that the manufacturer, ARC 
Automotive of Knoxville, Ten-
nessee, recall 67 million infla-
tors that could explode with such 

Airbag continued on A6

More than 30 million U.S. drivers don’t know 
if they’re at risk from dangerous airbag blast

The National 
Highway 
Traffic Safety 
Administration 
said Friday 
that ARC 
Automotive Inc. 
should recall 67 
million inflators 
in the U.S. 
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