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WA S H I N G T O N  —  A drive by several 
automakers to stop installing AM radios 
in new cars is hitting speedbumps in Con-
gress.

U.S. Rep. Bob Latta, a Bowling Green 
Republican who chairs a House Commerce 
subcommittee that handles telecommu-
nications issues, led dozens of U.S. House 
of Representatives members in a letter last 
Monday that asked automakers for a list 
of the vehicle models from which they’d 
removed AM radio receivers and their rea-
sons for removing them.

The letter sent to companies includ-
ing BMW, Ford, General Motors, Mer-
cedes-Benz, Tesla, Volkswagen, Volvo 
noted that AM radio stations have more 
than 45 million listeners each month, and 
said their constituents “rely heavily on it 
for emergency alerts and local news, infor-
mation and weather.”

It described AM radio as providing 
invaluable information during local 
emergencies and natural disasters like 

tornados, floods and wildfires, and said 
it’s particularly important for rural 
Americans to have access to AM radio 
which is free to all Americans and doesn’t 
require a subscription or broadband 
connection.

“When Internet connectivity and cell 
phone service is limited or unavailable, 

these residents do not have as many 
options to access emergency information 
as those living in more densely populated 
areas,” the letter said. “AM radio stations 
are often our constituents’ ‘go to’ source 
for information in times of crisis. We can-
not deprive them of that free, life-saving 
resource.”

Ohioans who signed the bipartisan 
letter include Republicans Max Miller of 
Rocky River, Troy Balderson of Zanes-
ville, Bill Johnson of Marietta, Warren 
Davidson of Miami County, Mike Carey 
of Columbus, Mike Turner of Dayton and 
Brad Wenstrup of Cincinnati.

The Detroit Free Press reported last 
month that Ford plans to stop putting 
AM radio in new gas-powered and elec-
tric vehicles beginning in 2024, includ-
ing the all-electric Mustang Mach-E and 
F-150 Lightning pickup. A spokesman 
told the newspaper that a majority of U.S. 
AM stations are offering internet stream-
ing through mobile apps, FM, digital and 
satellite radio.
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Congress tries to stop automakers  
from ditching AM radio in new vehicles

The Detroit Free Press reported last 
month that Ford plans to stop putting AM 
radio in new gas-powered and electric 
vehicles beginning in 2024.   Shutterstock

From March to April, the 

numbers have dropped by 

about 7,000 workers as the 

labor force continues to 

recover after the pandemic.
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Ohio’s unemployment rate hit a record 
low in April, dropping to 3.7% for the first 
time since at least 1976, which is when 
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics started 
tracking unemployment this way. The 
state is also very, very close to recovering 
the jobs lost during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The state’s unemployment rate 
dropped from 3.8% in March, which was 
already the lowest rate Ohio had seen 
since 2001. Ohio’s unemployment rate 
has been below or near 4% since January 
2022.

The U.S. unemployment rate was 
3.4% in April, down from 3.5% in 
March.

Ohio added 18,100 jobs in April, 
bringing total employment to 5,608,600, 
according to data released Friday by 
the Ohio Department of Job and Family 
Services.

Ohio is now just 2,500 jobs short of 
where it was in February 2020, just before 
the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic 
caused huge job losses. Ohio lost 884,200 
in two months but has recovered nearly 
all of them three years after the COVID-
19 pandemic started.

The number of unemployed workers in 
April was 211,000, down from 218,000 in 
March.

The jobs number is not the number of 
people working, but rather the number 
of jobs filled, full or part time. A person 
working two part-time jobs, for example, 
counts as two in the jobs number. The 
data is also seasonally adjusted for 
the ebbs and f lows in employment 
throughout the year.

According to ODJFS data, there were 
5,567,000 employed Ohioans in April.

The labor force participation rate, 
defined as the percentage of those of 
working age who are working or actively 
seeking a job, was 61.8% in April, up from 
61.5% in March.

Ohio’s labor force is still recovering. 
The state had 5,778,000 people in March 
who were either employed or looking 
for work, down about 140,000 people in 
February 2020.
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While the city of Cleveland seems to have 
slowed the bleeding, it still experienced 
population loss from July 2021 to July 2022, 
according to new estimates released by the 
Census Bureau on Thursday.

An estimated 3,782 fewer people were 
living in Cleveland in July 2022, drop-
ping 1% to an estimated 361,607. Cleve-
land was down 6,428 people the previous 
year in the first estimates since the start 
of the pandemic.

Cit y est imates from t he Census 
Bureau sometimes later prove to be 
inaccurate, but they are the only offi-
cial numbers between the actual cen-
sus every 10 years. Census 2020 in April 
of that year placed Cleveland’s popula-
tion at 372,624, the lowest total since 
1890. Cleveland’s population peaked at 
919,808 in 1950.

Cleveland isn’t alone in population 
loss among larger Ohio cities.

Most of Ohio’s cities with more than 
50,000 people — 11 out of 18 — lost pop-
ulation. And while Cleveland had the 
highest population by sheer numbers, 
Lakewood fell by the highest percentage, 
1.2% from 50,250 to below the 50,000 
threshold at 49,658.

Parma, also among Greater Cleve-
land places of at least 50,000, was down 
796 to 79,358. Additionally, Cuyahoga 
Falls was down 208 to 50,655 and Akron 
was down 41 to 188,509. But Elyria 
increased by 130 to 52,908 and Lorain 
increased by 22 to 65,365.

Mea nwh ile,  Columbus rema ins 
Ohio’s most populous city, and the 14th 
nationally, keeping its same rank from 
2021. With an estimated 4,920 people 
new to the city between 2021 and 2022, 
the population of Columbus increased 
by 0.5% to 907,971. This was after it 
experienced a population loss of 3,215 
the previous year.

Cleveland now ranks 54th for the 
most populous city in the United States.

After Columbus and Cleveland, the 
rest of the 10 largest cities in Ohio are 
Cincinnati (309,513), Toledo (266,301), 
Akron (188,509), Dayton (135,944), 
Parma (79,358), Canton (69,771), Lorain 
(65,365) and Hamilton (62,937).
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Ohio has hit 
its lowest 
unemployment 
rate since ’76
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Cleveland’s population dips again

Estimates show a smaller loss 

in 2022 than the year before; 

city’s population is now 361,607.

Cleveland’s estimated population of 361,607 ranks second in the state 
(Columbus, 907,971) and 54th in the country.   David Petkiewicz, cleveland.com
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THE  GUARDIANS  GET  SWEPT  AGAIN 
IN  A  DOUBLEHEADER  AS  METS  STAR 
FRANCISCO  LINDOR  TORMENTS 
HIS  FORMER  TEAM  AGAIN.      B1

DESANTIS-DISNEY FEUD

DeSantis looks to 
boot federal judge
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis is asking 
that a federal judge be disqualified 
from the First Amendment lawsuit 
filed by Disney, calling the jurist’s 
impartiality into question.   A4

WAR IN EASTERN EUROPE

Zelensky denies 
Bakhmut has fallen
Responding to a reporter’s question at the 
Group of Seven summit in Japan about 
the status of the battle site, Zelensky 
says, “Bakhmut is not occupied by the 
Russian Federation as of today.”   A5
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