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ALBANY — The state at-
torney general’s office is exam-
ining allegations that an Army
veteran who runs a nonprofit
foundation in the Hudson Valley
had falsely claimed that home-
less veterans had been displaced
by migrants at several hotels
last week, spurring a national
outcry and potentially leading to
significant donations for her
organization.

The claim was made by Shar-
on Toney-Finch, CEO of the
Yerik Israel Toney Foundation
for Preemies Inc., which was
formed in 2014 and named after

her son, who was born prema-
turely and died at 7 months of
age, according to state officials.
Over the last nine years, Toney-
Finch’s nonprofit, which opened
in Sullivan County but now has
headquarters in Orange County,
has expanded to offer support
services for veterans and home-
less individuals.

Several local officials said that
Toney-Finch and her organiza-
tion, known as YIT Foundation,
have been active in the commu-
nity for years supporting veter-
ans and others, including pro-
viding toiletry kits, food and
sleeping bags to individuals
without homes.

The Times Union reported
Friday that three unhoused men
allege that Toney-Finch recruit-
ed them and several other
homeless men earlier this week
to go on camera and falsely
claim they had been displaced
from the Newburgh-area hotels
last week. The men said that
they were offered $100 to take
part in the scheme.

As the claims about the veter-
ans being forced out of hotel
rooms have fallen apart this
week, there also is conflicting
information about Toney-
Finch’s public assertions that
she was awarded a Purple Heart
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State probing false displaced vets claims
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Homeless men at the Orange County Veterans Center last week, were
allegedly asked to falsely claim they had been displaced from hotels in
that area to make room for migrants from New York City.

By Brendan J. Lyons

MIDDLETOWN — Alma Garcia, a 31-
year-old mother of five in Middletown,
called a cab she couldn’t afford to take her
from one public benefits office to another,
on the other side of the county.

Garcia applied to renew her food stamps
last October. The local social service agency
lost her paperwork and told her to go to
another office. Then it closed her case and
asked her to submit a new application.
Then it transferred her to a new casework-
er.

Five months went by before the agency
finally approved her new application —
without making up for the lost time. She
borrowed money throughout the fall and
winter to pay for groceries, and the result-
ing pile of debt couldn’t come at a worse
time: She lost her longtime job as a recep-
tionist in a dentist’s office when her boss
retired last year.

“Where am I going to get food for my

Food
stamp
backlog
grows
Counties blow past deadlines
to process SNAP applications
By Alex Lubben
New York Focus
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WASHINGTON — Debt ceiling talks
between the White House and House Re-
publicans resumed Sunday at the Capitol as
Washington races to strike a budget com-
promise along with a deal to raise the na-
tion’s borrowing limit and avert an econo-
my-wrecking federal default.

President Joe Biden and House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy spoke by phone Sunday
while the president was returning home on
Air Force One after the Group of Seven
summit in Japan. Upbeat, McCarthy, R-
Calif., told reporters at the Capitol that the
call was “productive” and that the on-again,
off-again negotiations between his staff and
White House representatives are focused on
spending cuts.

Biden and McCarthy are set to meet for

Debt ceiling
talks resume
By Stephen Groves, Zeke Miller
and Josh Boak
Associated Press
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A pooch smooch
Mya, a bernedoodle from South Glens Falls, kisses Beth Stauffer, 1, of Queensbury, during the Pet Fest at Glens Falls City Park on
Sunday in Glens Falls. The event, hosted by the Glens Falls Collaborative, included a Dogs Got Talent contest, a puppy parade
around the park, a course for dogs to run and businesses and vendors specializing in pet products and information. The event was
hosted by the Glens Falls Collaborative, a group of merchants seeking to promote local business.

ALBANY — New York
would have the power to
force private hedge funds to
comply with debt relief
deals that the U.S. govern-
ment brokers with cash-
strapped foreign countries
through a new bill under
consideration by the Leg-
islature this week.

The bill — which spon-
sors and critics alike have
said has the unprecedented
power to significantly re-
shape the international
financial landscape — has
spurred warnings of far-
reaching economic conse-
quences from the financial
industry, even as it has
gained support from nu-
merous religious groups and
progressive unions.

Political debate around

the bill has been relatively
silent ahead of a potential
advancement in Albany this
week, according to bill
sponsors.

But the measure is roiling
the financial industry,

where heavyweights from
the Business Council to the
Partnership for New York
City have expressed deep
concern that the law could
tank New York’s reputation
as the world’s top financial

center, curtail access to
private capital funds — and
threaten U.S. investors’
pensions.

At its heart, the legisla-
tion seeks to force so-called
“vulture funds” to agree to
dissolve the debts incurred
by foreign countries using
the same terms as the U.S.
government when the latter
brokers debt relief deals.
Essentially, the bill caps the
amount that private credi-
tors can recover from a
debt-distressed country to
the same amount that the
U.S. government is willing
to recoup.

Vulture funds are in-
vestment firms that use
unorthodox investment
practices that involve, in
part, buying up the debt
from countries or compa-

By Raga Justin

Business groups urge blocking of
state bill to cap vulture fund profits
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A bill introduced in New York would compel private investment
firms to play by the same rules as the U.S. government when
granting debt relief to distressed countries.
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