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THIRTY-ONE  VETERANS  WERE  HONORED 
FOR  THEIR  SERVICE  AND  SACRIFICE  ON 
SATURDAY  AS  BANNERS  WITH  THEIR 
PHOTOS  WERE  HUNG  FROM  STREET 
POLES  ON  PORT  RICHMOND  AVENUE.        A2

VETERANS
HONORED

Plans to open by Memorial 

Day  go up in smoke.

Kristin F. Dalton   kdalton@siadvance.com

Borough residents are going to have to 
wait a bit longer to purchase legal recre-
ational weed from a Staten Island dispen-
sary. 

Licensee Mohamad Elgaly was eagerly 
hoping to open the borough’s first legal 
adult-use recreational dispensary by 
Memorial Day, but bureaucratic red tape 
is delaying Elgaly from moving forward 
with his plans.

In March, Elgaly spoke at a Commu-
nity Board 3 meeting to let area residents 
know the dispensary, Case420, would 
be opening at 3022 Veterans Rd. West 
in Charleston – a single retail store in a 
small strip mall adjacent to Shoprite.

He said he specifically chose the loca-
tion — and had obtained a lawyer to 
secure the property — because it met city 
and state zoning requirements. He also 
chose the South Shore because it’s where 
he grew up and his other businesses have 

been located.
However, last month, Office of Can-

nabis Management (OCM) denied Elg-
aly’s request to house his dispensary in 
the Charleston storefront due to it being 
a “conflict with an anticipated [Social 
Equity Cannabis Investment Fund]-spon-
sored site,” said OCM spokesman Aaron 
Ghitelman. 

The New York Social Equity Cannabis 
Investment Fund is a private fund to be 
used for the initial build-out and leasing of 
retail spaces for dispensaries under opera-
tion of CAURD licensees.

Through the Conditional Adult-Use 
Retail Dispensary (CAURD) license pro-
gram, licensees have the option of using 
the state’s Social Equity Investment Fund, 
which was set up to assist individuals who 
were harmed by cannabis enforcement, or 
finding a location on their own using their 
own capital funds, However, the location 
must be approved by OCM and the Dor-
mitory Authority of the State of New York 
(DASNY).

“In some cases, for a small subset of 
location requests, the Social Equity Invest 
Fund is in the process of pursuing the

CHARLESTON

Opening of recreational weed 
dispensary slowed by red tape

OCEAN BREEZE

Woman, 21, dumped newborn in 
trash can at hospital, police say
She allegedly lied to staff at 

SIUH about being pregnant 

and when they  left the room, 

she gave birth and left the baby 

in a garbage can, cops charge.  

Shaina McLawrence    
smclawrence@siadvance.com

A mother from Staten Island is accused 
of abandoning her newborn son in a hos-
pital trash can early Saturday morning, 
after giving birth in Staten Island Univer-
sity Hospital, Ocean Breeze.

The 21-year-old New Dorp woman, 
Lucia Garcia, gave birth to the baby in 
the restroom of the entranceway area, 
according to the NYPD. Blood was dis-
covered on her clothing.

The New Dorp Plaza resident was 
treated by staff and then taken into police 
custody, an NYPD spokesman said.

A source with knowledge of the inves-
tigation said Garcia complained of pain 
and lied about being pregnant to hospital 
staff. When the employees left the room, 
she gave birth and left the baby in a gar-
bage can, the source said.

According to the New York Post, the 
woman is a migrant from Mexico who 
came to America approximately 10 
months ago.

Garcia’s father, Ambrosio Garcia, 41, 
told the news outlet he had brought her to 
the hospital Friday night because she was 

ill, but she insisted she wasn’t pregnant. 
He told the Post he was relieved when hos-
pital workers told him his grandson was 
doing well following the incident.

According to police, hospital staff 
tended to the infant before the baby was 
transported to NYU Langone Medical Cen-
ter in Manhattan for further treatment 
and observation.

Garcia now faces charges of reckless 
endangerment and endangering the wel-
fare of a child.

In recent months there has been an 
influx of migrants from other parts of the 
country and internationally to New York 
City. The city put migrants in multiple

Bobby Caina Calvan and Christopher 
Weber   Associated Press

New York Mayor Eric Adams has hailed 
his city’s right to shelter as a hallmark of 
compassion for its most destitute. Now he 
must decide if he will extend that compas-
sion by bestowing homeless people with 
the right to sleep outside.

T he Cit y Cou nci l  u na n i mou sly 
approved a “Homeless Bill of Rights” last 
month that would make New York the first 
big U.S. city to establish an explicit right to 
sleep in at least some public places.

If Mayor Eric Adams, a Democrat, 
allows the measure to become law, it could 
be a notable departure for the city, which 
has for years sent police and sanitation 
crews to clear homeless encampments as 
they arise. It also would run against the 

prevailing political headwinds in other 
places that have struggled with large 
numbers of people living in tents and 
other makeshift shelters.

The Los Angeles City Council passed 
a broad anti-camping measure two years 
ago. Then last year, the city outlawed 
tents within 500 feet of schools and day 
cares and banned sitting, lying, sleeping 
or storing personal property that would 
disrupt the flow of traffic on sidewalks, 
streets and bike lanes. 

The changes were billed as a compas-
sionate way to get homeless people off 
the streets and restore access to public 
spaces for other people. Sonja Verdugo, 
an organizer with the Los Angeles advo-
cacy group Ground Game LA, called the 
measure “inhumane.”

“Basically, you can’t rest anywhere 
outdoors if you’re unhoused,” she said.

Earlier this year, a “Right to Rest” 
proposal in Oregon died quietly after 
its sponsor could not muster support. It 
would have granted the right to use pub-
lic spaces “without discrimination and 
time limitations that are based on hous-
ing status.”

Attempts to establish a similar Home-
less Bill of Rights in California, includ-
ing a right to sleep outdoors without fear 
of being confronted by police, also have 
faltered. Some hope Los Angeles’ newly 
elected Mayor Karen Bass will make good 
on a campaign promise to move people 
out of tents and cardboard shanties and 
into permanent housing.

Bass vowed to eliminate encampments 
lining entire blocks and have made the 
city’s notorious Skid Row the embodi-
ment of the country’s homeless crisis. 
Bass promised to house 15,000 people by 

NEW YORK

New York City has a right to 
shelter, but will it establish 
a right to sleep outside?

Mayor Eric Adams must 

decide if he’ll sign off on the 

“Homeless Bill of Rights,” 

which will allow people to 

sleep in some public places.

Sanitation workers move a tent to a garbage truck at a homeless encampment in New 
York City last month. For years the city has sent police and sanitation crews to clear 
homeless encampments as they arise.    Seth Wenig, Associated Press

The woman reportedly gave birth inside a 
restroom at the entrance of Staten Island 
University Hospital.   Staten Island Advance 
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