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M-E freshman tops fi�eld at
Section 4 boys state qualifi�er
SPORTS, 1B

Steve Donner isn’t ready to give up on his dream of a
vibrant First Arena in downtown Elmira. Convincing
the Chemung County Industrial Development Agency
is another matter.

The IDA released a statement this
week declaring that it is “in the process
of eff�ectuating the termination of its
lease agreement with Mammoth Sports
& Entertainment LLC,” once again put-
ting the future of the arena in doubt
roughly 18 months after Mammoth
signed a $1-per-year lease agreement to
take over the beleaguered venue.

Donner, Mammoth’s CEO, said he was “surprised
and disappointed” to receive the notice as Mammoth
and the IDA have been working through issues with
the arena for several months. Mammoth provided the
IDA with additional information after receiving the
notice, Donner said, and he prefers to come to an
agreement to continue leasing the facility.

“If they’re determined to close the building no mat-
ter what, that’s their prerogative,” he said. “I’m hopeful
and very willing to sit down, even if we have to recreate
the lease a little bit. Our goal is to stay here, keep build-
ing, and bring more things to the area.”

Why is the IDA looking 
to terminate the lease at First Arena?

The IDA declined to comment further on the issue,
but letters penned to the IDA by Chemung County Ex-
ecutive Chris Moss raised several concerns related to
Mammoth’s fi�nancial standing and its ability to fulfi�ll

the terms of the lease.
Moss said the company has piled

up over $250,000 in unpaid bills, in-
cluding over $230,000 in utility
charges and around $25,000 for arena
security.

The county executive also said the
IDA has not received quarterly fi�nan-
cial reports from Mammoth per the

terms of the lease agreement. Moss will urge the
county legislature not to funnel any more funding to
improve First Arena until his offi�ce can review its fi�-
nancials.

“I’m happy the IDA fi�nally acted,” said Moss.
“What we don’t want to do is end up in the same situ-
ation we were in with the previous tenant where local
businesses are left out in the cold and money is taken
for tickets and suites for a season that was never go-
ing to transpire.”

FIRST ARENA’S
FUTURE IN DOUBT

The main rink in the First Arena in Elmira has a fresh paint job and other improvements, part of an overall
upgrade to the facility. The arena’s future is in doubt after the Chemung County Industrial Development
Agency said it is in the process of terminating its lease agreement with Mammoth Sports & Entertainment
LLC. JEFF MURRAY/ELMIRA STAR-GAZETTE 

Operators hope to remain in Elmira. Will the IDA agree?
Chris Potter
Elmira Star-Gazette | USA TODAY NETWORK

See FIRST ARENA, Page 2A

Donner Moss

AUSTIN, Texas – After Mayah Zamora was shot
and wounded at Robb Elementary School, her family
did what many mass shooting survivors do: They
sued.

They sued the store off� Main Street in Uvalde, Tex-
as, that sold the teenage gunman his AR-style rifl�e.
They sued the gun-maker. And they sued police who
waited 77 minutes outside Mayah’s fourth-grade
classroom before stopping the shooting that killed 19
children and two teachers.

“Mainly what we are looking for is some sort of
justice,” said Christina Zamora, Mayah’s mother.

As the grim frequency of gun violence continues,
both the U.S. government and gun manufacturers
have reached large settlements in recent years fol-
lowing some of the nation’s worst mass shootings. In
April, the Justice Department announced a $144 mil-
lion settlement with relatives and families of a 2017
Texas church attack, which was carried out by a for-
mer U.S. airman with a criminal history.

Lawsuits vs.
gun industry
face hurdles
Families of victims say 
they want accountability
Paul J. Weber and Jake Bleiberg
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See GUN LAWSUITS, Page 3A

COLUMBUS, Ohio – A new batch of states are
looking to legislate the level of informed consent
when it comes to medical students performing pelvic
exams for educational purposes on unconscious pa-
tients. 

At least 20 states already have consent laws for
this practice. Montana’s governor signed a bill in
April, Missouri has legislation that needs the gover-
nor’s signature to become law and Ohio lawmakers
are also considering it.

Colorado lawmakers want to go a step further,
with Democratic Gov. Jared Polis expected to sign a
bill that one bioethicist calls the broadest she’s seen
– and says may go too far – due to a requirement of
naming the involved students ahead of time and in-
troducing them to the patients.

States requiring
consent for
pelvic exams

See PELVIC EXAMS, Page 3A

Rules apply to medical students
performing procedure on
unconscious patients

Samantha Hendrickson and Jesse Bedayn
ASSOCIATED PRESS/REPORT FOR AMERICA
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