
Abortion-rights and anti-abortion demonstrators gather outside the Supreme Court in Washington. Confidence in the top court sank 
to its lowest in at least 50 years in 2022 after the Dobbs decision that led to state bans and other restrictions on abortion.   AP file file
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WA S H I N G T O N  —  Confidence in the 
Supreme Court sank to its lowest in at least 
50 years last year after the Dobbs decision 
that led to state bans and other restrictions 
on abortion, a major trends survey shows.

The Democrat-Republican divide on  
abortion rights also was the largest ever in 
2022, according to the General Social Sur-
vey. The long-running survey conducted 
by NORC at the University of Chicago has 
been measuring confidence in the court 
since 1973, the same year that Roe v. Wade 
legalized abortion nationwide.

In the 2022 survey, the most recent, just 
18% of Americans said they have a great 
deal of confidence in the court, down from 

26% in 2021, and 36% said they had hardly 
any, up from 21%. Another 46% said they 
have “only some” confidence.

The drastic change was concentrated 
among women, Democrats and those who 
say a woman should be able to get an abor-
tion if she wants one “for any reason,”  the 
survey shows. Just 12% of women said they 
have a great deal of confidence in the court 
in 2022, down from 22% a year earlier and 
from 32% in 2018. Confidence among Dem-
ocrats fell to 8% in 2022 from 25% a year 
earlier. And among those who think abor-
tion should be available to a woman who 
wants one for any reason, confidence in 
the court dropped from 25% to 12%.

Even among Republicans, though, con-
fidence has slipped somewhat over the 
past several years in a court dominated by 
Republican-appointed conservative jus-
tices. Twenty-six percent said they have 
a great deal of confidence in the court, 
down from 31% in 2021 and 37% in 2018.

The survey is conducted using in-per-
son and online interviews over several 
months. Most were after the court’s con-
servative majority issued its Dobbs deci-
sion in late June that overturned Roe and 
all were conducted after a draft of the deci-
sion was leaked seven weeks earlier.

Support for widely available abortion 
did not change substantially from 2021 
to 2022, but the poll shows support for 
widely available abortion has increased 

since 2016, when just 46% said that abor-
tion should be available if a woman 
wants one for any reason, and 54% said 
it should not. In the new survey, slightly 
more said it should be available than 
that it should not be, 53% to 47%.

The difference is driven by skyrock-
eting support for abortion rights among 
Democrats, while Republican support 
is at or near a 50-year low. The 77%-28% 
split between Democrat and Republicans 
over abortion rights is the largest-ever 
partisan divide on the question.

Large majorities of Americans said 
they think a woman should be able to 
have an abortion if her own health is at 
risk, if there is a strong change of a seri-
ous defect in the baby or if the pregnancy 
was the result of rape. Multiple states 
now ban abortion with no exception in 
cases of rape or incest. Mississippi’s ban 
has an exception for rape but not incest.

The General Social Survey has been 
conducted since 1972 by NORC at the Uni-
versity of Chicago. Sample sizes each year 
vary from about 1,500 to about 4,000 
adults, with margins of error between 
plus or minus 2 percentage points and 
plus or minus 3.1 percentage points. 
The most recent survey was May 5-Dec. 
20, 2022, and includes 3,544 American 
adults. Results for the full sample have 
a margin of error of plus or minus 3 per-
centage points.
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After the abortion decision,  
trust in Supreme Court sank

Democrat-Republican divide 

over abortion rights also was 

the largest ever last year. 

Coming this week: Despite 

county executive’s ban, 

Candlewood Suites agrees 

to house asylum-seekers.
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New York City plans to transport 
migrants who need temporary shelter to 
Onondaga County this week, despite the 
county’s emergency order that attempts 
to ban such transfers, according to a town 
official.

The bus is expected to arrive in the 
next few days at the Candlewood Suites 
Syracuse Airport Hotel on South Bay 
Road in Salina, said Nick Paro, the Salina 
town supervisor.

Paro said he was informed of the pend-
ing transfer in a phone call Saturday from 
Chris Ellis, New York City’s director of 
state legislative affairs.

Paro said that Ellis didn’t seem to 
care about the emergency order issued 
Thursday that tries to ban migrant trans-
fers to Onondaga County and threatens 
to fine local hotels or motels that tempo-
rarily house them.

“It really is a slap in the face when 
you issue an emergency order and they 
completely ignore it,” Paro told The 
Post-Standard/syracuse.com.

Ellis did not say how many asy-
lum-seekers would be sent to the hotel or 
how long they would stay in the Syracuse 
area, Paro said.

“It was pretty much a courtesy call to 
let me know they are sending migrants 
to our town,” Paro said. “We’re expecting 
them early next week.”

Paro said he will try to stop the trans-
fer by working with Onondaga County 
Executive Ryan McMahon to seek a 
restraining order against New York City. 
He said the town will likely go to court 
this morning.

Two other New York counties, Rock-
land and Orange counties, succeeded in 
obtaining temporary restraining orders 
from a judge last week, blocking the 
migrant transfers.

A spokesman for New York City Mayor 
Eric Adams did not respond Sunday 
when asked if he could confirm Paro’s 
information. The manager of the Candle-
wood Suites on South Bay Road did not 
return a phone message.

Adams has come under fire for his 
move to transfer some asylum-seekers to 
locations in New York City’s suburbs and 
Upstate New York.

IMMIGRATION

Town: NYC to 
send 1st migrant 
bus to Onondaga 
County hotel
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The atrium at 60 Wall Street was once 
a thoroughfare for thousands of Deutsche 
Bank employees. These days it’s eerily 
quiet even during the weekday rush hour. 
An occasional pedestrian crosses between 
Pine Street and Wall Street, the cavernous 
space utilized as a subway exit or a place to 
nap at one of the unused bistro tables.

The 47-story skyscraper, owned by Sin-
gapore’s sovereign wealth fund and Par-
amount Group, has sat empty since 2021, 
when Deutsche Bank — its only tenant — 
relocated to Columbus Circle. The owners 
are using the opportunity for an expen-
sive renovation in a bid to lure new tenants 
looking for an updated space.

So far, there haven’t been any takers, as 
financial firms either seek out shiny new 
digs in Hudson Yards, or shrink their foot-
prints altogether with the option of work 
from home amid a slow deal environment. 

It’s contributing to unprecedented 
amounts of unused office space in New 
York. Vacancies reached a record 22.7% 
this year, after decades of an average rate 
that never surpassed 11% a year. The city’s 
budget experts say the vacancy rate won’t 
dip below 19% before at least 2026. 

While New York is showing signs of 
bouncing back from the pandemic — res-
idential rents are surging, tourists are 
back and the lines at Sweetgreens are long 
again — offices remain a laggard, particu-
larly in Lower Manhattan. 

Paramount didn’t immediately respond 
to a request for comment.

Asking rents for office space will “end 
the year below pre-pandemic levels” and 
probably hit their lowest in a decade, the 
city’s latest forecasts show. Asking rents 
in Manhattan offices averaged $75.13 per 
square foot in April 2023, down 50 cents 
from a year prior, according to Colliers.

It’s a worry for city officials, who for the 
last decade have relied on an ever-expand-
ing commercial real estate sector for taxes 
to pay for schools, cops and trash collec-
tion. Commercial property taxes contrib-
ute about 20% of the city’s total tax reve-
nue — with office buildings, specifically, 
contributing 10%. And as those revenue

OFFICE SPACE

Vacant NYC skyscrapers expose a risk the city never predicted

Desks at a new Meta office space in the Far-
ley Building in New York City.    Bloomberg
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UKRAINIAN PRESIDENT VOLODYMYR 
ZELENSKYY HUDDLED WITH SOME 
OF HIS BIGGEST BACKERS AS THE 
GROUP OF SEVEN SUMMIT CLOSED 
IN HIROSHIMA ON SUNDAY.     A4

LE MOYNE COLLEGE’S RUN OF DIVISION 
II MEN’S LACROSSE DOMINANCE ENDED 
ONE GAME SOONER THAN EXPECTED 
AS NO. 7 MERCYHURST DEFEATED HOST 
LE MOYNE 11-10 ON SUNDAY.    B1
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