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Diagrams show the lies and questions surrounding George San-
tos, the embattled New York congressman. Pages A14-15.

The Tangled Web He Weaves

HIROSHIMA, Japan — Presi-
dent Biden and other leaders of
the world’s major industrial de-
mocracies rallied around Ukraine
on Sunday with vows of resolute
support and promises of further
weapons shipments even as Rus-
sian forces claimed to have seized
full control of a bitterly contested
city.

Mr. Biden and his counterparts
figuratively and, in some cases,
literally wrapped their arms
around President Volodomyr Ze-
lensky of Ukraine, who made an
audacious journey halfway
around the world from his rav-
aged homeland to Hiroshima, Ja-
pan, to solicit aid for the first time
in person from the Group of 7 pow-
ers at their annual summit.

“Together with the entire G7,
we have Ukraine’s back, and I
promise we’re not going any-
where,” Mr. Biden told Mr. Zelen-
sky while announcing another
$375 million in artillery, ammuni-
tion and other arms for Ukraine.
At a later news conference, Mr. Bi-
den voiced defiance of President
Vladimir V. Putin of Russia.

“I once more shared and as-
sured President Zelensky, togeth-
er with all G7 members and our al-
lies and partners around the
world, that we will not waver,” he
said. “Putin will not break our re-
solve, as he thought he could.”

The scene of Mr. Zelensky in his 
Continued on Page A5

Zelensky Visit
Buoys Support
From G7 Heads
This article is by Peter Baker, Mo-

toko Rich and David E. Sanger.

WASHINGTON — Capella
Space, a San Francisco-based
start-up, is building a fleet of
small, inexpensive satellites that
can track enemy troops as they
move at night, or under cloud
cover that traditional optical sat-
ellites cannot see through.

Fortem Technologies, a small
aerospace company in Utah,
wants to supply the Pentagon
with a new type of unmanned air-
craft that can disable enemy
drones.

HawkEye 360, a Virginia-based
firm, has used private equity
funds to launch its own satellites
that use radio waves emitted by
communications equipment and
other electronic devices to detect
the presence of enemy troop con-
centrations.

Each of these systems is getting
real-world testing in the war in
Ukraine, earning praise from top
government officials there and
validating investors who have
been pouring money into the field.

But they are facing a stiff chal-
lenge on another field of battle:
the Pentagon’s slow-moving, risk-
averse military procurement bu-
reaucracy.

When it comes to drones, satel-
lites, artificial intelligence and
other fields, start-up companies
frequently offer the Pentagon
cheaper, faster and more flexible
options than the weapons sys-
tems produced by the few giant
contractors the Pentagon nor-
mally relies on.

But while the military has pro-
vided small grants and short-term
contracts to many start-ups, those
agreements often expire too
quickly and are not large enough
for young companies to meet their
payrolls — or grow as rapidly as
their venture capital investors ex-
pect. Several have been forced to
lay people off, delaying progress
on new technologies and war-
fighting tools.

As the United States seeks to
maintain its national security ad-
vantage over China, Russia and
other rivals, Pentagon leaders are
only now beginning to figure out
how to bring a Silicon Valley ethos
to the lumbering military-indus-
trial complex.

“This kind of change doesn’t al-
ways move as smoothly or as
quickly as I’d like,” Defense Secre-
tary Lloyd J. Austin III conceded
during a speech in December be-
fore a crowd in Simi Valley, Calif.,
that included executives from
many start-up technology compa-
nies.

Current and former senior Pen-
tagon officials acknowledged in
interviews that the Defense De-
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PENTAGON IS SLOW
AT SIGNING DEALS
WITH INNOVATORS

HIGHER-TECH WEAPONS

Start-Ups Woo Defense 
Industry From Skies 

Over Ukraine

By ERIC LIPTON

Senator Tim Scott, Republican
of South Carolina, addressed the
Charleston County Republican
Party at a dinner in February, of-
fering a stirring message of unity
and American redemption that
has become the center of his
stump speech. The next day, he
called the chairman of the county
party to ask for his support.

Mr. Scott told the chairman that
he was considering a presidential
run. The chairman, who had
planned to endorse former Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump, told the
senator he would switch alle-
giances and back him instead.

The exchange was, in some
ways, traditional party politicking
as Mr. Scott works to build sup-
port in his home county and in his
home state. But it also under-
scored a subtle change shaping
G.O.P. politics: Both men are
Black Republicans.

“I’m pretty locked in helping
Senator Scott in every way that I
possibly can,” said the former
county party leader, Maurice
Washington, who stepped down
from his role as chairman in April.
It was Mr. Washington, Charles-
ton County’s first Black Republi-
can chairman and a longtime ally
of Mr. Scott’s, who encouraged
him to run for a county council
seat nearly 30 years ago.

Mr. Scott, who plans to formally
announce his presidential cam-
paign on Monday, will become one
of a handful of Black conserva-
tives to run for president in recent
years. Herman Cain made a bid
for the White House in 2011 and
Ben Carson did so in 2016, but nei-
ther garnered widespread sup-
port. Mr. Scott will be the second
Black conservative to enter the
2024 race: Larry Elder, a talk ra-
dio host who ran unsuccessfully
for governor in California’s 2021
recall election, announced his
long-shot campaign last month.

As a U.S. senator and a former
member of the House of Repre-
sentatives with roughly $22 mil-
lion in campaign funds, Mr. Scott
will begin as more of a contender
than most of his predecessors, and
he will be one of the best-funded
candidates in the 2024 presiden-
tial primary. His support is cur-
rently in the low single digits, ac-
cording to public polling. But his
candidacy could raise not only his
profile, but those of Black conser-

Scott Will Test
Black Progress
Within G.O.P.

By MAYA KING

Continued on Page A16

LA CLUSE-ET-MIJOUX, France
— Spreading across a highway so
that no cars could pass, 100 or so
protesters banged saucepans in a
deafening racket that echoed
through this remote valley of east-
ern France last month. They were
marching toward a nearby castle
where the French president was
due to arrive, determined to stand
in his way and create cacophony
around the visit.

Suddenly, a helicopter carrying
President Emmanuel Macron ap-
peared overhead, the sound of its
blades briefly drowning out the
din. Although the boisterous dem-
onstrators didn’t stop the French
leader’s visit, the scene was an
earsplitting reminder of the fury

that has dogged his government
since it enacted a highly unpopu-
lar pension overhaul this spring
that raised the legal age of retire-
ment to 64 from 62.

For weeks, opponents of the
change have been harassing Mr.
Macron and his cabinet members
by banging pots and pans on their
official trips. In a country with no
shortage of kitchenware, the pro-
tests, known as “casserolades,” af-
ter the French word for saucepan, 

In France, Clanging Cookware Hounds Macron
By CONSTANT MÉHEUT

A protester making a racket in Strasbourg. The noise has become a symbol of French discontent.
FREDERICK FLORIN/AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE — GETTY IMAGES

Harassing Officials by
Striking Saucepans

Continued on Page A12

Fields in the Mekong Delta of Vietnam, one of the world’s main suppliers of rice. A combination of unreliable monsoon seasons and upriver dams endangers the crop.

THANH NGUYEN FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Rice is in trouble as Earth heats
up, threatening the food and liveli-
hood of billions of people. Some-
times there’s not enough rain
when seedlings need water, or too
much when the plants need to
keep their heads above water. As
the sea intrudes, salt ruins the
crop. As nights warm, yields go
down.

These hazards are forcing the
world to find new ways to grow
one of its most important crops.
Rice farmers are shifting their
planting calendars. Plant breed-
ers are working on seeds to with-
stand high temperatures or salty
soils. Hardy heirloom varieties
are being resurrected.

And where water is running
low, as it is in so many parts of the
world, farmers are letting their
fields dry out on purpose, a strat-
egy that also reduces methane, a
potent greenhouse gas that rises
from paddy fields.

The climate crisis is particu-
larly distressing for small farmers
with little land, which is the case
for hundreds of millions of farm-
ers in Asia. “They have to adapt,”
said Pham Tan Dao, the irrigation
chief for Soc Trang, a coastal prov-

ince in Vietnam, one of the biggest
rice-producing countries in the
world. “Otherwise they can’t live.”

In China, a study found that ex-
treme rainfall had reduced rice
yields over the past 20 years. In-
dia limited rice exports out of con-
cern for having enough to feed its
own people. In Pakistan, heat and
floods destroyed harvests, while
in California, a long drought led
many farmers to fallow their
fields.

Worldwide, rice production is
projected to shrink this year,
largely because of extreme
weather.

Today, Vietnam is preparing to
take nearly 250,000 acres of land
in the Mekong Delta, its rice bowl,
out of production. Climate change 

Reimagining Rice, a Crop That Feeds the World
By SOMINI SENGUPTA 

and TRAN LE THUY
Responses to Climate 

Change Include New
Seeds, or Old Ones

Continued on Page A10

Performing Mahler’s Ninth Symphony,
Gustavo Dudamel began his reign at
the New York Philharmonic. PAGE C1

Lifting His Baton
Brooks Koepka claimed his fifth major
championship by outlasting a swarm of
stars at Oak Hill Country Club. PAGE D1

Koepka Wins P.G.A. Title

The truce, the first to be signed by both
sides, follows weeks of talks in Saudi
Arabia between representatives of the
two generals vying for power. PAGE A12

7-Day Cease-Fire in Sudan

The United States is entering an array
of agreements to secure the cobalt and
nickel necessary for electric cars and
energy-regulating batteries. PAGE A6

The Global Race for Minerals

Semiconductor companies, strength-
ened by billions of federal dollars, plan to
create thousands of jobs. But will there
be enough workers to fill them? PAGE B1

70,000 to 90,000 Jobs Coming

At least two organizations in America’s
top league for professional video game
players are selling their teams, under-
scoring an uncertain future. PAGE B1

E-Sports Starting to Teeter

Farhad Manjoo PAGE A18

OPINION A18-19

President Biden and House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy will meet on Monday
to try to avoid a default. PAGE A20

Deadline Looms on Debt Talks

Visitors are pouring into Zibo, a for-
merly obscure city that has gained
popularity on social media for its dis-
tinctive barbecue style. PAGE A4

INTERNATIONAL A4-12

A Sizzling Spot in China
Brittney Griner got a rock star’s wel-
come in her first W.N.B.A. home game
since Russia released her. PAGE D1

SPORTS D1-8

Warm Embrace for Griner
Prices of new and used vehicles were
supposed to recede quickly as supply
chain problems dissipated. The market
had other ideas. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-4

How Cars Are Aiding Inflation
At a new Los Angeles gallery, paintings
by Njideka Akunyili Crosby showcase
her artistic vernacular. PAGE C1

ARTS C1-6

The Right Pace for Art
Mayor Michelle Wu is trying to enact
her progressive agenda, but power
brokers are resisting. PAGE A13

NATIONAL A13-16, 20

Taking On Boston’s Old Guard
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Today, mostly sunny with tempera-
tures near average, high 74. Tonight,
patchy clouds, low 55. Tomorrow,
cooler with clouds and sun, high 70.
Weather map appears on Page B8.


