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CHESTNUT RIDGE — Starting this month, Rock-
land Mobile Care, a subsidiary of Rockland Paramedic
Services, is now operated by Empress Ambulance Ser-
vice, a Yonkers-based company. 

Rockland Mobile has been providing ambulance
transport services in Rockland for 20 years.

But after the shake-up COVID brought to every as-
pect of health care, Rockland Paramedic Services Ex-
ecutive Director Tim Egan said, a new joint operating
agreement made sense — for the companies and for
the residents of Rockland. Offi�cials hope wait times
will go down.

The ambulances and equipment are now owned by
Empress. Empress also employs the EMTs, who that
company’s vice president of operations Dan Minerva
called “the most valuable asset of all.”

The business entities didn’t off�er fi�nancial details of
the deal. 

What will change, what won’t

Rockland facilities and residents shouldn’t notice
any diff�erence, Egan said. Ambulances are still housed
at RPS bays off� Chestnut Ridge Road. The RMC insig-
nia remains on the vehicles and on EMTs’ shirts. Even
the phone number is the same.

Egan noted the only expected change: Wait times
could shorten.

With Empress’ larger staff�, larger coverage area and
coordinated operations, wait times are likely to de-
crease, Minerva said. Empress serves the Bronx, Yon-
kers and the rest of Westchester, Orange and Ulster
counties. Last year, Empress acquired a Sullivan
County EMS provider, Mobilemedic, and in 2021, ac-
quired Poughkeepsie-based EMStar. It also operates
in Florida, South Dakota and Texas.

Most EMTs have stayed with the team, Minerva
said, and will earn similar pay.

Dan Minerva, left, Empress Ambulance Service vice president of operations, talks with Tim Egan, Rockland
Paramedic Services executive director, at RPS in Chestnut Ridge on Wednesday. RPS has sold its Rockland
Mobile Care unit to Empress, which is based in Yonkers. PETER CARR/THE JOURNAL NEWS

Rockland Mobile Care
now owned by Empress 
Shorter ambulance wait times
expected under new agreement
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Rockland/Westchester Journal News
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See EMPRESS, Page 2A

NEW CITY — Nine years after Clarkstown adopt-
ed Rockland’s only term limits law, New York state’s
highest court voided the law in a short decision re-
leased Friday.

The Court of Appeals affi�rmed a lower court de-
termination that the Town Board illegally adopted
the 2014 law by never allowing residents to vote on
term limits in a public referendum.

The decision guarantees a spot on the ballot to
Supervisor George Hoehmann, who challenged the
law’s legality after advocating and voting for term
limits as a councilman in 2014. 

Clarkstown GOP contest for supervisor

In a strange turn of events, Hoehmann could face
his political ally, Rockland GOP Chair Lawrence
Garvey, in a June 27 primary. Garvey had replaced
Justice Scott Ugell to ensure a Republican on the
ballot after an earlier court decision found the term
limit law would stop Hoehmann from seeking an-
other term. Democrats claimed Ugell and Garvey
conspired to get Garvey on the ballot in case the
term limits law survived.

Clarkstown
term limits
law voided
by NY court
Ruling allows Hoehmann to seek
another term as supervisor

Steve Lieberman
Rockland/Westchester Journal News
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Clarkstown
Supervisor
George
Hoehmann with
his family and
Rockland
Republican
Party Chairman
Lawrence
Garvey on Nov.
7, 2017.
PETER CARR/THE
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See TERM LIMITS, Page 4A

The mother of a man fatally shot in Mount Vernon
three years ago told the killer Friday that hating him took
too much out of her when she needed to be focused on
remembering her son and moving on with her life.

“I refuse to hate you, but I’m not liking you at all,”
Nicole Smith told John Bobbitt. “You really hurt me.”

Smith urged acting state Supreme Court Judge Robert

Neary to give Bobbitt “what he’s supposed to get,” saying
she needs to be able to sleep and eat normally again and
“see some kind of similarity to what I used to be.”

After saying the pain she felt was palpable and hear-
ing Bobbitt deny he was the shooter, Neary imposed the
maximum sentence: 25 years to life in prison.

Bobbitt fatally shot Kashawn “Kanye” Smith late on
April 28 after complaining loudly for hours about men
hanging out and playing dice on Millington Street near
his home. The 28-year-old Smith had arrived later in the
evening, got into an argument with Bobbitt and was

shot fi�ve times while sitting on a building stoop. A wit-
ness testifi�ed that the shooting occurred moments after
Smith told Bobbitt, “Wait until my people get here.”

Bobbitt was quickly identifi�ed as a suspect but not
arrested until 10 weeks later when he was found at a
relative’s home in Newark.

A jury convicted him of second-degree murder and
second-degree criminal possession of a weapon in
February.

Man gets maximum sentence in fatal Mount Vernon shooting
Jonathan Bandler
Rockland/Westchester Journal News
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