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NIAGARA FALLS – Richard Evans makes his way
through rows of his students in his third-grade class-
room, stooping to pick up an errant pencil and an-
swering questions above the din of chairs sliding on
hardwood fl�oors. 

The desks, once spread apart to fi�ght COVID-19,
are back together. Masks cover just a couple of faces.
But the pandemic maintains an unmistakable pres-
ence.

Promoting
literacy

Teacher aims to narrow
pandemic-widened reading gaps

Carolyn Thompson
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See LITERACY, Page 6A

Richard Evans, a teacher at Hyde Park Elementary
School in Niagara Falls, helps Ke’Arrah Jessie sound
out a word during a reading circle in class. Evans
provides a handful of students extra help in
reading – a pivotal subject for third grade – at the
end of each school day. JOSHUA BESSEX/AP 

ROLLING HILLS, Wyo. – Criminal cases brought
by U.S. wildlife offi�cials for killing or harming protect-
ed bald and golden eagles dropped sharply in recent
years, even as offi�cials ramped up issuing permits
that will allow wind energy companies to kill thou-
sands of eagles without legal consequence.

The falloff� in enforcement of eagle protection laws
– which accelerated in the Trump administration and
has continued under President Joe Biden – was re-
vealed in U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service data obtained
by The Associated Press.

It comes amid growing concern that a prolifera-
tion of wind turbines to feed a growing demand for
renewable energy is jeopardizing golden eagle pop-
ulations already believed to be declining in some
areas. 

As wind turbine
dangers grow,
prosecutions in
eagles’ deaths fall
Matthew Brown and Camille Fassett
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See EAGLES, Page 7A
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Pauline Penoyer
Cortland, NY

Mike Colizzi had already been keeping a wary eye
on this spring’s weather.

First came the 80-degree days in April that caused
his grapevines to bud. This was worrisome because
the tender green shoots would be vulnerable to a
spring frost. About a week ago he started seeing the
forecast for below-freezing temperatures that he and
other growers in the Finger Lakes region had feared.

A native of the Finger Lakes, Colizzi started work-
ing at a vineyard in high school and never left the in-
dustry. Now 36, he, along with his wife and father,
owns the 10-acre Kashong Glen Vineyards on the west
side of Seneca Lake, about 6 miles south of Geneva.
On a gradual slope leading to the lake they grow Ries-
ling, Cabernet Franc, Blaufränkisch and Gamay
grapes for Scout Vineyards and a few other wineries.

The vineyard had damp round bales of straw on
hand, earmarked for spreading between the rows of
grapevines. At 3 a.m. May 18, he lit them on fi�re in or-
der to produce some heat and create a blanket of pro-
tective smoke; it was akin to the smudge pots used 

Frost threatens Finger Lakes grape harvest, wines

The curled leaves show damage to Cabernet Franc vines at Kashong Glen Vineyards on Seneca Lake on
Thursday. It’s too soon to tell the effect it will have on the harvest. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY KASHONG GLEN VINEYARDS

‘WORST WE’VE
EVER SEEN’

Tracy Schuhmacher
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

Curled, shriveled leaves reflect frost damage at
Shale Creek Vineyard on Keuka Lake on Thursday.See FROST, Page 2A


