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WASHINGTON — Defeating 
Donald Trump in a Republican 
presidential primary won’t be an 
easy challenge for Ron DeSantis.

But it becomes exponential-
ly harder — maybe even insur-
mountable — if he stumbles out of 
the gate.

As DeSantis prepares to for-
mally declare his bid for pres-
ident, Republican lawmakers, 
former candidates and strate-
gists are predicting a difficult 
path through the first four nom-
inating contests in Iowa, New 
Hampshire, South Carolina and 
Nevada, where the Florida gover-

nor will have to clinch at least one 
victory to maintain party sup-
port, donor funding and popular 
momentum to proceed to Super 
Tuesday.

Iowa, they say, may provide 
DeSantis with his best chance to 
solidify his place as the only seri-
ous alternative to Trump — or 
possibly end his campaign before 
it ever really begins. After Iowa, 
the early-state map won’t get any 
easier.

“Iowa is crucial for him,” said 
Bob Vander Plaats, president 
of the Family Leader, an Iowa-
based social conservative group. 
“I don’t know if … he has to win it. 
But he has to show former Pres-
ident Trump, by either beating 
him or coming very close, that he 
is the best one positioned to win 
the nomination.”

Iowa hasn’t been a must-win 
state for candidates of either 
party for some time. The last 
Democratic and Republican 

nominees to win the Iowa cau-
cuses were Barack Obama in 
2008 and George W. Bush in 
2000.

But Vander Plaats and other 
conservatives argue that while 
Iowa is almost always important, 
an unusual set of circumstanc-
es in next year’s primary could 
make it especially vital to DeSan-
tis.

The Florida Republican might 
have to compete for critical anti-
Trump votes against home-state 
challengers in New Hampshire 
— where the state’s governor, 
Chris Sununu, is considering a 
run for the nomination — and in 
South Carolina, where both Sen. 
Tim Scott and former Gov. Nikki 
Haley have already mounted for-
mal campaigns.

And a few early victories for 
Trump, the winner of the past 
two GOP presidential contests, 
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Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, center, attends a fundraising picnic for U.S. 
Rep. Randy Feenstra, R-Iowa, on May 13 in Sioux Center, Iowa. [See DeSantis, Page 5]

She’s paying it forward.
“I’m giving back because they gave to 

me,” Calimag said. “Growing up, we were 
impoverished and needed resources 
from community groups. I want to help 
people facing the same struggles that I 
did.”

Calimag, who competed in volleyball, 
basketball and track for Cristo Rey, is a 
finalist in the category of Citizen of the 
Year at tonight’s Sun Standout Awards. 
The Sun’s annual prep sports show hon-
ors the best games, moments, teams and 
players of the past year of high school 
sports.

Calimag’s motivation to play sports 
wasn’t to participate in activities she was 
passionate about. And she had no aspi-
rations to earn a college scholarship for 
athletics or to play professionally.

Rather, she went out for teams in 
junior high at St. Christopher Catholic 
School because it kept her on campus 
after class.

“I didn’t want to go home,” she said. 

“The only place I felt safe was at school.”
Calimag is extremely shy and only 

recently started detailing her family’s 
hardship. It takes great courage to admit 
that life hasn’t always been perfect, but 
Calimag hopes that by telling her story, 
other children with limited means can 
be inspired.

That’s what being a good citizen is all 
about.

Calimag said she didn’t always have 
stable housing and briefly needed to find 
shelter at Shade Tree. There were also 
plenty of times when she didn’t know 
where her next meal would come from.

Her parents are no longer part of her 
life, and she resides with extended fami-
ly. While she needed help, she didn’t want 
anyone’s pity and felt it was important to 
give back.

“She has been through all of this 
adversity in her life, and survived and 
persevered,” said Chris Zunno, the dean 
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Joyce Calimag, a senior at Cristo Rey St. Viator College Preparatory High School in North Las Vegas, is a finalist for Citizen of the 
Year at the Sun Standout Awards. 

“She has been through all of this adversity in her life,  
and survived and persevered. That’s what makes  

this kid special — she never quit on herself.”
Chris Zunno, dean of students at Cristo Rey St. Viator College Preparatory High School

J oyce Calimag spends many  
mornings volunteering with 
Just One Project’s food and 
necessity distribution event 
on her high school campus in 

North Las Vegas.
Calimag, a senior and part of the first 

graduating class at Cristo Rey St. Viator 
College Preparatory High School, has 
also donated her time each week serving 
at Catholic Charities of Southern Neva-
da, Shade Tree and Three Square.

Her logic to volunteering is simple: [See Brewer, Page 5]

By Casey Harrison
A version of this story was posted  
on lasvegassun.com.

The days of needing a prescription to 
obtain hormonal birth control may soon 
be over, as a collective of Democratic U.S. 
senators last week introduced a bill that 
would allow patients to purchase dai-
ly-use contraception over the counter. 

Sens. Catherine Cortez Masto of 
Nevada,  Patty Mur-
ray of Washington and 
Mazie Hirono of Hawaii 
introduced the Afford-
ability is Access Act, 
which seeks to “ensure 
coverage of all contra-
ception” the Food and 
Drug Administration 
has approved for “rou-
tine, daily use” without 
a prescription, Cortez 
Masto’s office said in a release. 

The bill also maintains the FDA as the 
sole authority to determine the safety and 
efficacy of  drugs, and reinforces the agen-
cy’s ability to make drugs available with-
out a prescription — a topic central to an 
ongoing federal lawsuit seeking to reverse 
the FDA’s approval of the abortion medi-
cation mifepristone. 

“Women’s reproductive freedoms are 
under attack across the country, and we 
know that far-right extremists won’t stop 
at limiting a woman’s right to make deci-
sions about her own body,” Cortez Masto 
said in a statement. “It is essential that we 
put policies in place now that will provide 
timely access to over-the-counter birth 
control once approved by the FDA. Com-
prehensive coverage for contraception 
will help thousands of Nevada women 
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A patient at a clinic in Kansas City, Kan., 
prepares to take mifepristone, a drug used 
with misoprostol for a medication abor-
tion.

Bill also addresses debate 
over abortion bill  

[See Politics, Page 4]
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